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Preface
The first edition of Grant’s Dissector appeared in 1940. Its 12 pre-
vious editions have been used by countless health professionals
for over 60 years. During those years, the time devoted to the
study of gross anatomy has diminished dramatically, and the 13th
edition of Grant’s Dissector has been modified with that in mind.

A refocusing of content

Grant’s Dissector was originally designed as an instruction manual
for dissection by the regional approach. The 13th edition contin-
ues in this approach but has been rewritten to make the dissection
instructions concise and minimize extraneous material. This re-
focusing is intended to make the scope and detail of the dissector
more appropriate to today’s gross anatomy curriculum. The stu-
dent is encouraged to rely upon Grant’s Dissector for dissection in-
structions and to use a textbook such as Clinically Oriented
Anatomy and a quality atlas such as Grant’s Atlas to provide
anatomical details.

Changes to dissection order

In addition to the refocusing of the dissector’s content, the order
of dissection has been modified in the 13th edition. The first
chapter covers the dissection of the back, followed by the upper
limb, thorax, abdomen, pelvis and perineum, lower limb, and
head and neck. This change in dissection order was made to ac-
commodate courses that begin by dissecting the back for tradi-
tional reasons: The dissection experience is less emotionally trau-
matic for students if they begin with the body in the prone
position. However, the chapters are written so that the dissection
units can be used in any order that fits the needs of the individual
course.

New chapter organization and other key 
features

Each chapter in the 13th edition is consistently organized with
several new features. First, each chapter begins with a brief
study of surface anatomy. Then, osteology is presented in a
concise way to provide the student with important foundation
structures that will aid in localization of soft tissue structures.
Each dissection unit begins with a brief overview, called

“Before you dissect...,” of what is to be accomplished during
the dissection session. The dissection instructions are then
presented in numbered sequence so that the dissector can per-
form a step, then return quickly to the appropriate place on the
page to get the next dissection instruction. Lastly, each dissec-
tion concludes with a series of review exercises, called “After
you dissect...,” that highlight the important features of the dis-
section and encourage the synthesis of information. These mod-
ifications are intended to improve student learning and ease of
use.

Many new illustrations appear in the 13th edition of Grant’s
Dissector. A number of these illustrations are designed to show
the dissection at various stages of completion. The illustrations
are not intended to take the place of atlas figures. The dissection
instructions contain references to appropriate illustrations in
the four leading anatomical atlases:

• Grant’s Atlas of Anatomy, 11th edition, by Anne Agur and
Ming Lee

• Atlas of Human Anatomy, 3rd edition, by Frank H. Netter and
John T. Hansen (Consulting Editor)

• Anatomy: A Regional Atlas of the Human Body, 4th edition, by
Carmine Clemente

• Color Atlas of Anatomy: A Photographic Study of the Human
Body, 5th edition, by Johannes W. Rohen, Chihiro Yokochi,
and Lutjen-Drecoll

Anatomical terminology has been undergoing revision for
many years. The terminology used in the 13th edition of Grant’s
Dissector agrees with Terminologia Anatomica. This modification
brings the manual into alignment with recent editions of text-
books and atlases, thereby reducing one source of confusion for
students of gross anatomy.

The changes described above are intended to increase the
adaptability of Grant’s Dissector to a variety of dissection needs.
Since the chapters are written to stand alone, the dissection se-
quence can be modified or regional units may be eliminated
with a minimum amount of effort. This increase in flexibility is
intended to make Grant’s Dissector the obvious choice to support
comprehensive dissection in a changing curricular environment.

ix
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