| Aida hires a car. Sherif and Ibrahim accompany her to the p
have a coffee.

In this unit you can
— learn how to hire a car;
— revise what you've learned in units |-7.

| In the Middle East you'll find networks of all the main car-hire
and Budget, and the procedure for hiring is much the same as
you may find that driving in the region is a bit disconcerting if yc
customs of the road.A popular alternative is to hire a car or taxi
daily rate in advance.

8.2 KEY LANGUAGE | Good morning./Good evening.
I’d like to hire a car.

What type?

Medium-sized.

For how many days?
For two days.
From the 6th to the 7th of May.

What’s your name, please? (fem.)
What’s your address, please? (fem.)
Your licence, please? (fem.)

And credit card, please?

Here’s my licence.
- Here’s my credit card.
I Here you are. (fem.)

Practise the KEY LANGUAGE: use some or all of the techniques yos
the recording you will hear Sherif hiring a car. On the page oppe
he is asked for, or about. Number them in the order you hear ¢

8.3 OVER TO YOU | Start to use the new language now. Looking at the illustrations,
from the KEY LANGUAGE (both on the page opposite), say:
@ a you'd like to hire a car;

b for two days;
¢ ‘Here’s my licence’.
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| In previous units you've learned that
a if you anticipate what you might expect to hear, or say, in a given context, you'll find
understanding and speaking easier;

many Arabic words sound like English ones;
visual clues can help understanding;
you can ignore, or work out, words you don’t know;
there are certain rules which help to work out which English words are meant;

it’s useful to use gesture and facial expression to convey or underline your message;
you can use general knowledge to help with words that you don’t know.

@ 0o o n o

Can you anticipate the language you would need if you had to hire a car? Sketch out a
dialogue in Arabic, using as many of the strategies above as possible. Check against the
dialogue opposite.

8.5 VOCABULARY |

To help you to learn these words, make a list of the Arabic words you don’t yet know,
writing the English meaning under each one. Cover up your list with a slip of paper and
then reveal each of the Arabic words one at a time. Check with the English for the
meaning. Then move your paper up the list, in the opposite direction, looking at the
English first.

On the page opposite there are extra panels of vocabulary for the days of the week
# (blue panel) and the months of the year (green panel).

8.6 LOOKING AHEAD | You have an idea from the KEY LANGUAGE what is going to happen. Cross out the lines ¢
@ dialogue on the page opposite which you would not expect to hear in the car-hire offic

8.7 Now | UNDERSTAND | As you listen, show that you understand all the main points of the story, by answering
9 following questions. If you can’t answer a particular question the first time you listen,
@ replay the recording and try again.The photos on the page opposite give some clues.

What does the car-hire employee first ask Aida?

Aida produces two things.What are they?

What does Ibrahim think of Egypt?

What do Sherif,Aida and Ibrahim agree to do?

What does Aida ask Sherif as they drive to the pyramids?
How does Sherif describe Kuwait?

Are Sherif and his family happy in Kuwait?
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8.8 Gotim

IT’S SUPERB!

| You are now used to listening carefully, to be sure you understand exactly what is

being said. Looking at the information on the page opposite, decide which of these is
Aida’s true address? Put a tick in the box next to the correct address.

NOW LISTEN TO THE LANGUAGE YOU’VE LEARNED BEING USED BY SHERIF, AIDA AND IBRAHIM AS THEY EMBARK ON
THEIR EXCURSION TO THE PYRAMIDS.

8.9 HERE'S THE ENGLISH EQUIVALENT OF THE TRANSCRIPT WHICH APPEARS ON THE PAGE OPPOSITE. |

39 o)

Employee
Aida

Employee
Aida
Employee
Aida
Employee
Aida
Employee
Aida
Employee
Aida
Employee
Aida

Ibrahim
Aida
Ibrahim

Aida

THE CAR-HIRE OFFICE

Good morning, madam!
Good morning. I'd like to hire a car,
please.
Yes, madam.What type!
Medium-sized.
For how many days, madam?
Two days, from 6 to 7 May.
What’s your name, please? Sherif Hello, sir. Hello, madam!
Aida Ah, Mr Sherif! Welcome!
Sherif Good morning, madam!
Aida My name’s Aida. Call me Aida!
Sherif Good morning,Aida. ’'m Sherif.
Aida Hello, Sherif!
Ibrahim And I'm Ibrahim. Shall we go?

My name’s Mrs Aida Salim.

And what’s your address?

85 il-Urooba Street, Amman.

Your licence, please?

Here is my license. And my credit card.

Thank you, madam.

Don’t mention it. THE PYRAMIDS ROAD

THE CAFE Aida And where do you come from, Sherif?
Sherif I'm Egyptian, but | live in Kuwait.

| love Egypt! Egypt’s superb!

Aida Are you happy in Kuwait?

You don’t live here? Sherif Yes.There’s a beach and a desert in Kuwait.
No. | live in Dubai. Do you know Dubai? It’s Aida BesiGhl

one of the Emirates. There’s a beach and a Sherif Yes, it’s beautiful. | and the children are very
gold market.A beautiful country. happy... Look! The Pyramids!

You’re happy in the region?

THE PYRAMIDS
Sherif Hello! Welcome to the Pyramids!

8.10 PRACTISE | Read the transcript on the page opposite several times, then look at the dialogue in the

car-hire office (above) and see how well you can remember the Arabic version.

8.1 1 GRAMMAR | Arabic has a special way of describing two things. Instead of using the number “2” followed

68 A

by the plural,as in English, Arabic uses a “dual” ;.. (ayn*) ending on the singular word:
day o ﬁ (yaum) 2 days u:uo ﬁ (yaumayn)

If a word ends with the feminine 3 (a), you need to add -tayn:
flat iis (shaqqa) 2 flats u._‘.ﬁ:u (shaqqatayn)

(*Sometimes also -aan in written Arabic.)

Change the words written opposite into the dual, as in the example.
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| Listen to these extracts from the story.When you reach the points at which you would
expect to hear the Arabic for the following, say it:

a Id like to hire a car.

b And here’s my licence.

¢ There’s a beach and a gold market.

d Mr Sherif! Welcome!

o prepare for the test, it would be a good idea to revise units 1-8 thoroughly.

8.13 | At the car-hire office: play the role of someone wanting to hire a car.The employee’s part
of the dialogue is on the page opposite.

b Say good morning.You'd like to hire a car.
Say medium-sized.

Say for two days.

Give your name.

Say yes, you come from Portsmouth.

Say it’s a big town.

n Say there’s a beach and a university.

=T ™hoo

——

When you've tried this a few times, see if you can write out the complete dialogue in
Arabic.

8.14 HEeRE’S THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE TRANSCRIPT ON THE PAGE OPPOSITE.

Aida The coffee’s
delicious! Thank you,
Sherif.
Ibrahim Superb!
Aida s your family with
you in Kuwait,
Sherif?
Sherif Yes, yes.We have a
flat there.
Ibrahim s it expensive? = =
Sherif Very.But it's big.And you, how many children have you got,Aida?
Aida I've got two boys. Khalid is 8 and Faisal is 5. My husband is an engineer.
Ibrahim And is your house big?
Aida Not very big.We have a flat in Amman near the town centre, but it’s far from the
children’s school. There is a baker very nearby, and a bank not far,and buses...
Sherif That's superb, Aida!
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museum

weell

what colour?

my father

my mother where do you

near Cairo

near (to)

Nile valley

not muéh

oelette

waiter

water melon

welcome



