6.1 SHERIF AT DR SAMI'S FLAT

| Dr Gamal Sami talks to Sherif about his flat, and says where he'd like to live. With Zei
his wife, they go to the restaurant.

In this unit you can learn how to:

— ask and talk about a house or flat;
— say what rooms there are;

— say whether you like it.

A useful point of contact with people can be made by talking about homes, and it’s
interesting to discover the differences in attitudes. For example, it is usual for children
live with their parents until they get married — sometimes into their late 20’s or early 30
In addition, affordable housing is.a problem for young people throughout the Middle Eas

__|How many rooms are there?

6.2 KEY LANGUAGE

There’s the kitchen/the living-room/the dining-room/
the bathroom/our room/the children’s room.

Have you (plural) got a garage? There isn’t a garage.
We've got a garden. We haven’t got a garden.

The house is comfortable (isn’t comfortable).
The flat is quiet (isn’t quiet).
It’s far (isn’t far) from the town centre.

The house is big/flat is big.
The house is small/flat is small.

*In Arabic, “how many” — o< (kam) — is followed by the singular: 92_'5::& ?S (kam gh
literally “How many room?”.

*** Remember that Arabic has no equivalent of “is/are/am” (the verb “to be”). So “The
house is big” is Je.& ;Je:,JI (ak-bayt kabeer), literally “The house big”. If you want to s
“the big house”, you need to add ...l (al) to the adjective as weIIu.QSJJ c.\._;;\.ll (al-bayr
al-kabeer), literally “the house the big”. Ren;mgmber‘ to add the feminine ending 3 (a)
you're describing a feminine noun: .SJ._‘_,/S 4&ill (ash-shaqqa kabeera —“The flat is big-
3 ‘,eéﬂl Gl (ash-shaqqa al-kabeera —*“the big flat”).

I
Draw a plan of your house or flat, or one that you know, and label the rooms with w
from the KEY LANGUAGE.
Test yourself to be sure that you know the KEY LANGUAGE. Listen to the recording
say the Arabic for:

house;

the house is big;

the house is small;

how many rooms are there?
there’s the kitchen;

have you got a garage!?
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we've got a garden.
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UNIT 6

-

6.3 OVER TO YOU | Try out what you've learned.You have an Arabic-speaking visitr to your home. Loking
at the plan of your home, on the page opposite, answer his questions.

6.4 STRATEGIES | As you become more familiar with Arabic words you should start &
them without the vowels. Training yourself to do this is a useful skal
@ Q written Arabic you will see will not show the vowels. See if you cas

opposite with the English equivalents below:

Please.

Have you got a garden?
My name’s Sherif Mansour.
The house is big.

Thank you!

®m® o n ow

6.5 VOCABULARY | One good way to learn vocabulary and KEY LANGUAGE (e.g. 6.2}
about the size of a credit card. On one side write the Arabic 2

* English equivalent. Carry these with you and test yourself
¢ one side of the cards, trying to say what is on the other side 2

| above all 6 happy

2 thatsall 7 callme...

3 car 8 infact

4 difficult 9 flat (your flat)
5 university 10 | like

| You already know from its title that this unit is about discussing flats and houses. =
your listening by underlining the words and phrases in 6.6 (opposite) which you
@ expect to be used in the story. After listening, check whether you underlined the right

words.

6.7 NOW | UNDERSTAND | Here are some questions for you to answer while you listen to the conversations, to
show that you understand all the main points. It doesn’t matter if you can’t answer a

@ particular question the first time you listen.

Just replay the recording and try again.The photos on the page opposite give some ¢

Is Dr Gamal Sami happy with his flat?

Is the flat near the university?

Where does Dr Gamal Sami keep his car?
What is Dr Gamal Sami’s wife called?

What does Sherif think of Kuwait?

Where are Dr Gamal Sami's children?
Describe the grandparents” house and garden.
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6.8 Gor IT?
o3 @ correct space in the dialogu:e f)pposite: } )
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| Here are the six rooms that you'll hear Dr Gamal Sami talk about.Write them in the

+ 1 X -

6.9 HERE'S THE ENGLISH EQUIVALENT OF THE TRANSCRIPT WHICH APPEARS ON THE PAGE OPPOSITE;I

DR GAMAL’S FLAT

Sherif Are you happy with your flat, professor?

Gamal Hmm. It’s not quiet. But it's comfortable.Above
all, it’s not far from the university. But the flat is
small.

Sherif How many rooms are there?

Gamal There’s the kitchen and the dining-room and the
living-room and our bedroom and the children’s
bedroom and the bathroom.That's all. The flat is
small.

Sherif Have you got a garage!?

Gamal No.The car is in the street. It’s difficult. There’s
Zeinab. Zeinab... Mr Sherif Mansour.

Zeinab Hello, sir.

Sherif is welcomed by Dr Gamal Sami.

THE RESTAURANT

Zeinab So you live in Kuwait, Sherif?
Sherif Yes, | live in a big flat with my wife and children.
Zeinab Are you happy there? ,

Sherif | like Kuwait very much... Where are your |
children, professor? ﬁ

Gamal At my father’s and mother’s. |

Zeinab The children are very happy at their
grandparents!
Sherif Do they live here in Cairo?

Gamal No, they live in Alexandria. They have got a big
house there.There’s a garage and a very big
garden...

Sherif Waiter! Please!

Sherif Hello, madam.
Zeinab Call me Zeinab.
Sherif And I'm Sherif!...

6.10 PRACTISE | Copy the Arabic lines of the dialogue in the restaurant

onto separate slips of paper. Mix them up. Listen again
to the scene and, as you listen, rearrange the slips in
the right order.Then do it again, but without playing
the recording. Check your version against the
transcript.

6.11 GRAMMAR | In this unit you have met two ways of making a

sentence negative.
|. By using Uus (mush) with an adjective (e.g. big, small, beautiful, etc.

2 =l (akbayt kabeer) The house is big.
) J._uS s c)e;Jl (a-bayt mush kabeer) The house is not big.
2.By putting Ls (ma) in front of a phrase and _u (sh) after (some dialects omit the sh):
-z |~ L‘;..\:c.o(‘andina garaaj) We've got a garage.
gl b Ls (ma ‘andinash garaaj) We haven’t got a garage.
‘?L'A’; 4.8 (feeh Hammaam) There’s a bathroom.
.f\:{; s s (ma feehsh Hammaam) Theré_: isn’t a bathroom.

See if you can make the sentences opposite negative.

) to mean “not’:

52 oY




ﬂ'_u,_,wl_.‘w_ﬂl

.QJLALL,‘_‘_A‘,JC_AAJ.\.SWQJ‘;:.IQ.\J“

“J‘—MLJMJ N

$saSs by ;ULAL!U..; l.;;_u__,SJlu;L;L.l TEIRVA

IJU_J._\.m A\.n

‘a.A..aI.s;l.ugl..b u.da‘,“..u JL&LYI <y

cgﬁul@mwuﬁ Ay

m)uSwJLm‘aAm .‘)J-ts-w"‘rq‘)-h‘u\.ﬁy Slaa
|Aaé\,.u§4.t.u;\,c|);

el ol ey gusa b By

10

5.11

cwss\_.xs:ut_.say;; _h“,“.
awudl uS.‘ wulu.:a.\.u_:
¢u,s?5m A
Lu.o‘)n\,uu‘,.l;"u)c\,m‘)&uﬂu‘)c‘, c41,,‘,114_“‘ N
QJM‘LLH." uujeh;]l@\,d\.&l:?lu‘)&\,
SRS ARV N BRI X g; sJL.f..n RS
J\,..A.u;h JL\.u.-‘)“
,ﬁnut__.‘:m i
L Jds
sl

oy 53




6.12 LISTEN AGAIN | Listen to these extracts from the story.When you hear the Arabic for each of the
following phrases, repeat in the pause what you heard.

a It’s not quiet.

b How many rooms are there!

¢ Have you got a garage?
d Call me Zemab

L

i

T

e ln a blg ﬂat wﬂ:h my wife and children.

ut what you've learned to work.You know that you can understand what people say
even if you miss the odd word, on a bad telephone line, for example, or because of an
unexpected noise.

Before you listen to the extracts, note down the missing words in the lines of dialogue
opposite. You'll probably find that you anticipate them correctly.

| You're talking to an Arabic-speaking friend about your flat. It's quiet but not very comfortable.
There’s a kitchen, a living-room, your room and a bathroom. It’s not far from the town centre.
Write down your answers to the questions opposite.(Note ¥ g (walla) = or.)

6.14 HERE's THE ENGLISH EQUIVALENT OF THE TRANSCRIPT ON THE PAGE OPPOSITE. |

Sherif has returned to the Gamal Sami’s flat where they continue their conversation.

( Gamal In fact, our flat is comfortable.
Sherif Very comfortable!

Gamal Small.

Zeinab Quiet.

Gamal And close to the town centre.
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