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(_ FOREWORD FOR LANGUAGE TEACHERS )

The Easy Learning French Grammar is designed to be used with both young
and adult learners, as a group reference book to complement your course
book during classes, or as a recommended text for self-study and
homework/coursework.

The text specifically targets learners from ab initio to intermediate or GCSE
level, and therefore its structural content and vocabulary have been matched
to the relevant specifications up to and including Higher GCSE.

The approach aims to develop knowledge and understanding of grammar and
your learners’ ability to apply it by:
e defining parts of speech at the start of each major section with
examples in English to clarify concepts
e minimizing the use of grammar terminology and providing clear
explanations of terms both within the text and in the Glossary
e illustrating all points with examples (and their translations) based on
topics and contexts which are relevant to beginner and intermediate
course content

The text helps you develop positive attitudes to grammar learning in your
classes by:

e giving clear, easy-to-follow explanations

prioritizing content according to relevant specifications for the levels

sequencing points to reflect course content, e.g. verb tenses

highlighting useful Tips to deal with common difficulties

summarizing Key points at the end of sections to consolidate
learning

In addition to fostering success and building a thorough foundation in French
grammar, the optional Grammar Extra sections will encourage and challenge
your learners to further their studies to higher and advanced levels.




( INTRODUCTION FOR STUDENTS )

Whether you are starting to learn French for the very first time, brushing up on
topics you have studied in class, or revising for your GCSE exams, the Easy
Learning French Grammar is here to help. This easy-to-use guide takes you
through all the basics you will need to speak and understand modern,
everyday French.

Newcomers can sometimes struggle with the technical terms they come across
when they start to explore the grammar of a new language. The Easy Learning
French Grammar explains how to get to grips with all the parts of speech you
will need to know, using simple language and cutting out jargon.

The text is divided into sections, each dealing with a particular area of
grammar. Each section can be studied individually, as numerous cross-
references in the text point you to relevant points in other sections of the book
for further information.

Every major section begins with an explanation of the area of grammar
covered on the following pages. For quick reference, these definitions are also
collected together on pages viii—xii in a glossary of essential grammar terms.

What is a verb?

A verb is a ‘doing’ word which describes what someone or something
does, what someone or something is, or what happens to them, for
example, be, sing, live.

Each grammar point in the text is followed by simple examples of real French,
complete with English translations, helping you understand the rules.
Underlining has been used in examples throughout the text to highlight the
grammatical point being explained.

» If you are talking about a part of your body, you usually use a word like

my or his in English, but in French you usually use the definite article.
Tourne la téte a gauche. Turn your head to the left.
Il s’est cassé le bras. He's broken his arm.

J’ai mal a la gorge. I've got a sore throat.

In French, as with any foreign language, there are certain pitfalls which have
to be avoided. Tips and Information notes throughout the text are useful
reminders of the things that often trip learners up.

vi

Tip /
If you are in doubt as to which form of you to use, it is safest to 28
use vous and you will not offend anybody. 5

Key points sum up all the important facts about a particular area of grammar,
to save you time when you are revising and help you focus on the main
grammatical points. ‘

/ o Key points ‘ ‘ \

v/ With mascuhne singular nouns — use un.
¢ With feminine singular nouns — use une.
¢ With plural nouns — use des.
¢ un, une and des — change to de or d’ in negative
sentences.
v The mdefmlte article is not usually used when you say what
k _jobs people do, or in exclamations with quel. o /

If you think you would like to continue with your French studies to a hlgher
level, check out the Grammar Extra sections. These are intended for advanced
students who are interested in knowing a little more about the structures they
will come across beyond GCSE.

Grammar Extra!
If you want to use an adjective after quelque chose, rien, quelqu’un and
personne, you link the words with de.
quelqu’un d'important
quelque chose d'intéressant
rien d’amusant

someone important
something interesting
nothing funny

Finally, the supplement at the end of the book contains Verb Tables, where 93
important French verbs (both regular and irregular) are declined in full.
Examples show you how to use these verbs in your own work. If you are
unsure of how a verb declines in French, you can look up the Verb Index on
pages 95-105 to find either the conjugation of the verb itself, or a cross-
reference to a model verb, which will show you the patterns that verb follows.

We hope that you will enjoy using the Easy Learning French Grammar and fnd it
useful in the course of your study.

vii




( GLOSSARY OF GRAMMARTERMS )

ABSTRACT NOUN a word used to
refer to a quality, idea, feeling or
experience, rather than a physical
object, for example, size, reason,
happiness. Compare with concrete
noun.

ADJECTIVE a ‘describing’ word that
tells you more about a person or
thing, such as their appearance,
colour, size or other qualities, for
example, pretty, blue, big.

ADVERB a word usually used with
verbs, adjectives or other adverbs
that gives more information about
when, where, how or in what
circumstances something happens,
for example, quickly, happily, now.
AGREE (to) to change word endings
according to whether you are
referring to masculine, feminine,
singular or plural people or things.
AGREEMENT changing word
endings according to whether you
are referring to masculine, feminine,
singular or plural people or things.
APOSTROPHE s an ending (‘s) added
to a noun to show who or what
someone or something belongs to,
for example, Danielle’s dog, the
doctor’s wife, the book’s cover.
ARTICLE a word like the, a and an,
which is used in front of a noun. See
also definite article, indefinite
article and partitive article.
AUXILIARY VERB a verb such as be,
have and do when it is used with a
main verb to form tenses, negatives
and questions.

BASE FORM the form of the verb
without any endings added to it, for

example, walk, have, be, go. Compare
with infinitive.

CARDINAL NUMBER a number used
in counting, for example, one, seven,
ninety. Compare with ordinal
number.

CLAUSE a group of words containing
a verb.

COMPARATIVE an adjective or
adverb with -er on the end of it or
more or less in front of it that is used
to compare people, things or actions,
for example, slower, less important,
more carefully.

COMPOUND NOUN a word for a
living being, thing or idea, which is
made up of two or more words, for
example, tin-opener, railway station.
CONCRETE NOUN a word that refers
to an object you can touch with your
hand, rather than to a quality or
idea, for example, ball, map, apples.
Compare with abstract noun.
CONDITIONAL a verb form used to
talk about things that would happen
or would be true under certain
conditions, for example, | would help
you if | could. It is also used to say
what you would like or need, for
example, Could you give me the bill?
CONJUGATE (to) to give a verb
different endings according to
whether you are referring to I, you,
they and so on, and according to
whether you are referring to past,
present or future, for example, I have,
she had, they will have.
CONJUGATION a group of verbs
which have the same endings as each
other or change according to the
same pattern.

CONJUNCTION a word such as and,
because or but that links two words
or phrases of a similar type or two
parts of a sentence, for example,
Diane and | have been friends for
years.; | left because | was bored.

CONSONANT a letter of the
alphabet which is not a vowel, for
example, b, f, m, s, v etc. Compare
with vowel.

CONSTRUCTION an arrangement of
words together in a phrase or
sentence.

DEFINITE ARTICLE the word the.
Compare with indefinite article.

DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVE one of
the words this, that, these and those
used with a noun to point out a
particular person or thing, for
example, this woman, that dog.

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN one of
the words this, that, these and those
used instead of a noun to point out
people or things, for example, That
looks fun.

DIRECT OBJECT a noun referring to
the person or thing affected by the
action described by a verb, for
example, She wrote her name.; | shut
the window. Compare with indirect
object.

DIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN a word
such as me, him, us and them which
is used instead of a noun to stand in
for the person or thing most directly
affected by the action described by
the verb. Compare with indirect
object pronoun.

EMPHATIC PRONOUN a word used
instead of a noun when you want to
emphasize something, for example,
Is this for me?; ‘'Who broke the

window?’ — ‘He did." Also called
stressed pronoun.

ENDING a form added to a verb, for
example, go —> goes, and to
adjectives and nouns depending on
whether they refer to masculine,
feminine, singular or plural things.

EXCLAMATION a word, phrase or
sentence that you use to show you
are surprised, shocked, angry and so
on, for example, Wow!; How dare
you!; What a surprise!

FEMININE a form of noun, pronoun
or adjective that is used to refer to a
living being, thing or idea that is not
classed as masculine.

FUTURE a verb tense used to talk
about something that will happen or
will be true.

GENDER whether a noun, pronoun
or adjective is feminine or masculine.

IMPERATIVE the form of a verb used
when giving orders and instructions,
for example, Shut the door!; Sit down!;
Don't go!

IMPERFECT one of the verb tenses
used to talk about the past, especially
in descriptions, and to say what was
happening or used to happen, for
example, | used to walk to school; It
was sunny at the weekend. Compare
with perfect.

IMPERSONAL VERB one which does
not refer to a real person or thing
and where the subject is represented
by it, for example, It’s going to fain;
It's 10 o’clock.

INDEFINITE ADJECTIVE one of a
small group of adjectives used to talk
about people or things in a general
way, without saying who or what
they are, for example, several, all,
every.



INDEFINITE ARTICLE the words a and
an. Compare with definite article.

INDEFINITE PRONOUN a small
group of pronouns such as
everything, nobody and something,
which are used to refer to people or
things in a general way, without
saying exactly who or what they are.

INDIRECT OBJECT a noun used with
verbs that take two objects. For
example, in I gave the carrot to the
rabbit, the rabbit is the indirect object
and carrot is the direct object.
Compare with direct object.

INDIRECT OBJECT PRONOUN when
a verb has two objects (a direct one
and an indirect one), the indirect
object pronoun is used instead of a
noun to show the person or the
thing the action is intended to
benefit or harm, for example, me in
He gave me a book and Can you get
me a towel? Compare with direct
object pronoun.

INDIRECT QUESTION used to tell
someone else about a question and
introduced by a verb such as ask, tell
or wonder, for example, He asked me

what the time was; | wonder who he is.

INFINITIVE the form of the verb with
to in front of it and without any
endings added, for example, to walk,
to have, to be, to go. Compare with
base form.

INTERROGATIVE ADJECTIVE a
question word used with a noun to
ask who?, what? or which? for
example, What instruments do you
play?; Which shoes do you like?
INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN one of
the words who, whose, whom, what
and which when they are used
instead of a noun to ask questions,

for example, What's happening?;
Who's coming?

INVARIABLE used to describe a form
which does not change.

IRREGULAR VERB a verb whose
forms do not follow a general pattern
or the normal rules. Compare with
regular verb.

MASCULINE a form of noun,
pronoun or adjective that is used to
refer to a living being, thing or idea
that is not classed as feminine.

NEGATIVE a question or statement
which contains a word such as not,
never or nothing, and is used to say
that something is not happening, is
not true or is absent, for example,

I never eat meat; Don't you love me?

NOUN a ‘naming’ word for a living
being, thing or idea, for example,
woman, desk, happiness, Andrew.
NUMBER used to say how many
things you are referring to or where
something comes in a sequence. See
also ordinal number and cardinal
number.

OBJECT a noun or pronoun which
refers to a person or thing that is
affected by the action described by
the verb. Compare with direct
object, indirect object and subject.

OBJECT PRONOUN one of the set of
pronouns including me, him and
them, which are used instead of the
noun as the object of a verb or
preposition. Compare with subject
pronoun.

ORDINAL NUMBER a number used
to indicate where something comes
in an order or sequence, for example,
first, fifth, sixteenth. Compare with
cardinal number.

PART OF SPEECH a word class, for
example, noun, verb, adjective,
preposition, pronoun.

PARTITIVE ARTICLE the words some
or any, used to refer to part of a
thing but not all of it, for example,
Have you got any money?; I’'m going
to buy some bread.

PASSIVE a form of the verb that is
used when the subject of the verb is
the person or thing that is affected
by the action, for example, we were
told.

PAST PARTICIPLE a verb form which
is used to form perfect and
pluperfect tenses and passives, for
example, watched, swum. Some past
participles are also used as adjectives,
for example, a broken watch.

PERFECT one of the verb tenses used
to talk about the past, especially
about actions that took place and
were completed in the past.
Compare with imperfect.

PERSON one of the three classes: the
first person (I, we), the second person
(you singular and you plural), and the
third person (he, she, it and they).

PERSONAL PRONOUN one of the
group of words including I, you and
they which are used to refer to
yourself, the people you are talking
to, or the people or things you are
talking about.

PLUPERFECT one of the verb tenses
used to describe something that had
happened or had been true at a
point in the past, for example, I’d
forgotten to finish my homework.
PLURAL the form of a word which is
used to refer to more than one

person or thing. Compare with
singular.

POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVE one of the
words my, your, his, her, its, our or
their, used with a noun to show that
one person or thing belongs to
another.

POSSESSIVE PRONOUN one of the
words mine, yours, hers, his, ours or
theirs, used instead of a noun to
show that one person or thing
belongs to another.

PREPOSITION is a word such as at,
for, with, into or from, which is usually
followed by a noun, pronoun or, in
English, a word ending in -ing.
Prepositions show how people and
things relate to the rest of the
sentence, for example, She’s at home;
a tool for cutting grass; It’s from David.

PRESENT a verb form used to talk
about what is true at the moment,
what happens regularly, and what is
happening now, for example, I’'m a
student; | travel to college by train; I’'m
studying languages.

PRESENT PARTICIPLE a verb form
ending in -ing which is used in
English to form verb tenses, and
which may be used as an adjective or
a noun, for example, What are you
doing?; the setting sun; Swimming is
easy!

PRONOUN a word which you use
instead of a noun, when you do not
need or want to name someone or
something directly, for example, it,
you, none.

PROPER NOUN the name of a
person, place, organization or thing.
Proper nouns are always written with
a capital letter, for example, Kevin,
Glasgow, Europe, London Eye.




QUESTION WORD a word such as
why, where, who, which or how which
is used to ask a question.

REFLEXIVE PRONOUN a word
ending in -self or -selves, such as
myself or themselves, which refers
back to the subject, for example,

He hurt himself.; Take care of yourself.

REFLEXIVE VERB a verb where the
subject and object are the same, and
where the action ‘reflects back’ on
the subject. A reflexive verb is used
with a reflexive pronoun such as
myself, yourself, herself, for example,
I washed myself.; He shaved himself.

REGULAR VERB a verb whose forms
follow a general pattern or the
normal rules. Compare with irregular
verb.

RELATIVE PRONOUN a word such as
that, who or which, when it is used to
link two parts of a sentence together.

SENTENCE a group of words which
usually has a verb and a subject. In
writing, a sentence has a capital
letter at the beginning and a full
stop, question mark or exclamation
mark at the end.

SINGULAR the form of a word which
is used to refer to one person or
thing. Compare with plural.

STEM the main part of a verb to
which endings are added.

STRESSED PRONOUN used instead
of a noun when you want to
emphasize something, for example,
Is this for me?; ‘'Who broke the
window?’ — ‘He did.’ Also called
emphatic pronoun.

SUBJECT the noun in a sentence or
phrase that refers to the person or
thing that does the action described
by the verb or is in the state

Xii

described by the verb, for example,
My cat doesn’t drink milk. Compare
with object.

SUBJECT PRONOUN a word such as
I, he, she and they which carries out
the action described by the verb.
Pronouns stand in for nouns when it
is clear who is being talked about, for
example, My brother isn‘t here at the
moment. He’ll be back in an hour.
Compare with object pronoun.

SUBJUNCTIVE a verb form used in
certain circumstances to express
some sort of feeling, or to show
doubt about whether something will
happen or whether something is
true. It is only used occasionally in
modern English, for example, If |
were you, | wouldn't bother.; So be it.

SUPERLATIVE an adjective or adverb
with -est on the end of it or most or
least in front of it that is used to
compare people, things or actions,
for example, thinnest, most quickly,
least interesting.

SYLLABLE consonant+vowel units
that make up the sounds of a word,
for example, ca-the-dral (3 syllables),
im-po-ssi-ble (4 syllables).

TENSE the form of a verb which
shows whether you are referring to
the past, present or future.

VERB a ‘doing’ word which describes
what someone or something does,
what someone or something is, or
what happens to them, for example,
be, sing, live.

VOWEL one of the letters g, e, i, 0 or
u. Compare with consonant.

What is a noun?
A noun is a ‘naming’ word for a living being, thing or idea, for example,
woman, happiness, Andrew.

Using nouns

» In French, all nouns are either masculine or feminine. This is called their
gender. Even words for things have a gender.

» Whenever you are using a noun, you need to know whether it is masculine
or feminine as this affects the form of other words used with it, such as:
® adjectives that describe it
® articles (such as le or une) that go before it
e pronouns (such as il or elle) that replace it

£ For more information on Adjectives, Articles or Pronouns, see pages 25, 12
and 42.

» You can find information about gender by looking the word up in a
dictionary. When you come across a new noun, always learn the word for
the or a that goes with it to help you remember its gender.

® le or un before a noun tells you it is masculine
® |a or une before a noun tells you it is feminine

» We refer to something as singular when we are talking about just one of
them, and as plural when we are talking about more than one. The singular

is the form of the noun you will usually find when you look a noun up in the
dictionary. As in English, nouns in French change their form in the plural.

» Adjectives, articles and pronouns are also affected by whether a noun is

singular or plural.
Tip ﬂ

Remember that you have to use the right word for the, a and
so on according to the gender of the French noun.




2 Nouns

Gender

Nouns referring to people

» Most nouns referring to men and boys are masculine.

un homme
un roi

a man
a king

» Most nouns referring to women and girls are feminine.

une fille
une reine

a girl
a queen

» When the same word is used to refer to either men/boys or women/girls,
its gender usually changes depending on the sex of the person it refers to.

un camarade
une camarade

a (male) friend
a (female) friend

a Belgian (man)
a Belgian (woman)

Grammar Extra!

Some words for people have only one possible gender, whether they refer to a male

or a female.

une personne
une vedette

a (male or female) baby
a (male or female) guide

a (male or female) person
a (male or female) star

» In English, we can sometimes make a word masculine or feminine by
changing the ending, for example, Englishman and Englishwoman, or prince
and princess. In French, very often the ending of a noun changes
depending on whether it refers to a man or a woman.

un Anglais
une Anglaise
un prince

une princesse
un employé
une employée

> For more information on Masculine and feminine forms of words, see page 7.

an Englishman

an Englishwoman

a prince

a princess

a (male) employee
a (female) employee

Nouns 3

2| Nouns referring to animals

» In English we can choose between words like bull or cow, depending on the
sex of the animal we are referring to. In French too there are sometimes
separate words for male and female animals.

un taureau a bull
une vache a cow

» Sometimes, the same word with different endings is used for male and
female animals.
un chien a (male) dog
une chienne a (female) dog, a bitch

Tip ﬂ
When you do not know or care what sex the animal is, you can s
usually use the masculine form as a general word. /\} '

» Words for other animals do not change according to the sex of the animal.
Just learn the French word with its gender, which is always the same.
un poisson a fish
une souris a mouse

'3] Nouns referring to things

> In English, we call all things — for example, table, car, book, apple - 'it’. In
French, however, things are either masculine or feminine. As things do not
divide into sexes the way humans and animals do, there are no physical
clues to help you with their gender in French. Try to learn the gender as
you learn the word.

» There are lots of rules to help you:

e words ending in -e are generally feminine (une boulangerie a baker’s;
une banque a bank)

® words ending in a consonant (any letter except a, e, i, o0 or u) are
generally masculine (un aéroport an airport; un film a film)

» There are some exceptions to these rules, so it is best to check in a
dictionary if you are unsure.




4 Nouns

» These endings are often found on masculine nouns.

Masculine ending

Examples

-age

un village a village
un voyage a journey
un étage a floor

le fromage cheese
BUT:

une image a picture
une page a page

la plage the beach

-ment

un appartement a flat
un batiment a building
ciment cement

n vétement a garment

-oir

miroir a mirror
uloir a corridor

r the evening

ouchoeir a handkerchief

IS 3 |° IS l‘ £

n co
soir
mo

-sme

e tourisme tourism
racisme racism

-eau

un cadeau a present
un chapeau a hat
un gateau a cake

le rideau the curtain
BUT:

la peau skin

l'eau water

un jeu a game

un chou a cabbage
le genou the knee

-ier

le cahier the exercise book
un quartier an area
un escalier a staircase

un magasin a shop
un jardin a garden
un dessin a drawing
le vin the wine

BUT:

la fin the end

une main a hand

Nouns

BUT:

-on un champignon a mushroom
un ballon a ball
le citron the lemon

une maison a house
la saison the season

» The following types of word are also masculine:

® names of the days of the week, and the months and seasons of the year

le lundi
septembre prochain
le printemps
® the names of languages
le francais
le portugais
Tu apprends le francais depuis
combien de temps?

® most metric weights and measures
un gramme
un meétre
un kilométre

® English nouns used in French
le football
un tee-shirt
un sandwich

Monday
next September

Spring

French
Portuguese

How long have you been learning
French?

a gramme
a metre
a kilometre

football
a tee-shirt
a sandwich

» These endings are often found on feminine nouns.

Feminine ending Examples

-ance la chance luck, chance

-anse une danse a dance

-ence la patience patience

-ense la défense defence
BUT:

le silence silence

-ion une région a region
une addition a bill
une réunion a meeting
la circulation traffic

BUT:

un avion a plane
-té une spécialité a speciality
-tié la moitié half

BUT:

un été a summer
le paté paté
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Grammar Extral 4| Masculine and feminine forms of words
A few words have different meanings depending on whether they are masculine or
feminine. These are the most common:

» In French there are sometimes very different words for men and women,
and for male and female animals, just as in English.

Masculine | Meaning Example Feminine | Meaning | Example un homme a man
un livre a book un livre de une livre | a pound | une livre une femmg Rt
poche sterling un taureau a bull
a paperback a pqund une vache a3 COW
sterling
un mode |amethod |le mode la mode | fashion a la mode un neveu a nephew
d’emploi in fashion une niece a niece
the directions
for use » Many masculine French nouns can be made feminine simply by changing

the ending. This is usually done by adding an -e to the masculine noun to

un poste |a set un poste de | la poste post mettre b
(TV/radio); | professeur a the post | quelque form the feminine.
a post teaching job office chose a la un ami a (male) friend
(job); poste une amie a (female) friend
an extension to post )
(phone) something un employé a (male) employee
un tour a turn; faire un tour | une tour |tower la tour une employée a (female) employee
a walk to go for a Eiffel the un Francais a Frenchman
walk Eiffel Tower une Francaise a Frenchwoman
» |f the masculine singular form already ends in -e, no further e is added.
Key points \ un éléve a (male) pupil
¢/ Most nouns referring to men, boys and male animals are une éléve a (female) pupil
‘ ine; i : i le b
mgscuhne most_ nouns refemqg to women, girls and female L b a (male) friend
animals are feminine. The ending of a French noun often changes o
depending on whether it refers to a male or a female. une camarade a (female) friend
&/ Generally, words ending in -€ are feminine and words eqding ina un collégue a (male) colleague
consonant are masculine, though there are many exceptions to une collegue a (female) colleague
this rule.
¢/ These endings are often found on masculine nouns: Ti
-age, -ment, -oir, -sme, -eau, -eu, -ou, -ier, -in and -on. Vp
¢ These endings are often found on feminine nouns: If a masculine noun ends in a vowel, its pronunciation does not
-ance, -anse, -ence, -ense, —ion, -té, -tié. change when an -e is added to form the feminine. For example,
¢/ Days of the week, months and seasons of the year are masculine. ami and amie (meaning friend) are both pronounced the same.
So are languages, most metric weights and measures, and English If a masculine noun ends with a consonant that is not pronounced,
nouns used in French. for example, -d, -s, -r or -t, you DO pronounce that consonant when
an -e is added in the feminine. For example, in étudiant (meaning
student), you cannot hear the t; in étudiante, you can hear the t. //\

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Tip ﬂ
Some masculine nouns, such as voisin (meaning neighbour), end /
in what is called a nasal vowel and an -n. With these words, you pronounce |
the vowel ‘through your nose’ but DO NOT say the n. When an -e is
added in the feminine — for example, voisine — the vowel becomes a
normal one instead of a nasal vowel and you DO pronounce the n.

[5] Some other patterns

» Some changes to endings from masculine to feminine are a little more
complicated but still fall into a regular pattern.

Masculine | Feminine
ending ending Example Meaning
-f -ve un veuf/une veuve a widower/a widow
-X -se un époux/une épouse a husband/a wife
-eur -euse un danseur/ a (male) dancer/
une danseuse a (female) dancer
-teur -teuse un chanteur/ a (male) singer/
-trice une chanteuse a (female) singer
un acteur/une actrice an actor/an actress
-an -anne un paysan/ a (male) farmer/
une paysanne a (female) farmer
-ien -ienne un Parisien/ a (male) Parisian/
une Parisienne a (female) Parisian
-on -onne un lion/une lionne a lion/a lioness
-er -ére un étranger/ a (male) foreigner/
une étrangére a (female) foreigner
-et -ette le cadet/la cadette the youngest (male)
child
the youngest (female)
child
-el -elle un professionnel/ a (male) professional/
une professionnelle a (female) professional
/ » Key points
+/ Many masculine French nouns can be made to refer to females
by adding an -e. If the masculine singular form already ends in
-e, no further e is added.
¢/ The pronunciation of feminine nouns is sometimes different from
that of the corresponding masculine nouns.
¢/ Other patterns include:
-f - -ve -teur — -teuse or -trice -er — -ere
-X — -se -an, -en and -on > -anne -et — -ette
\ -eur —~ -euse  -enne and -onne -el — -elle /

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

Nouns 9

Forming plurals
1| Plurals ending in -s

» In English we usually make nouns plural by adding an -s to the end
(garden — gardens; house — houses), although we do have some nouns
which are irregular and do not follow this pattern (mouse — mice;
child — children).

Tip

Remember that you have to use les with plural nouns in French. ﬂ
Any adjective that goes with the noun has to agree with it, as does ‘
any pronoun that replaces it.

o For more information on Adjectives, Articles and Pronouns, see
pages 25, 12 and 42.

» Most French nouns also form their plural by adding an -s to their singular
form.

un jardin a garden
des jardins gardens
une voiture a car
des voitures cars

un hoétel a hotel
des hotels hotels

» If the singular noun ends in -s, -x or -z, no further -s is added in the plural.

un fils a son
des fils sons
une Voix a voice
des voix voices
un nez a nose
des nez noses

(2] Plurals ending in -x
» The following nouns add an -x instead of an -s in the plural:
® nouns ending in -eau
un chapeau a hat
des chapeaux hats
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® most nouns ending in -eu
un jeu a game
des jeux games

® a FEW nouns ending in -ou (MOST nouns ending in -ou add -s as usual)

un bijou a jewel
des bijoux jewels

un caillou a pebble
des cailloux pebbles
un chou a cabbage
des choux cabbages
un genou a knee
des genoux knees

un hibou an owl
des hiboux owls

un joujou a toy
des joujoux toys

un pou a louse
des poux lice

Tip
Adding an -s or -x to the end of a noun does not usually change
the way the word is pronounced. For example, professeur and
professeurs and chapeau and chapeaux sound just the same when
you say them out loud.

» |f the singular noun ends in -al or -ail, the plural usually ends in -aux.

un journal a newspaper
des journaux newspapers
un animal an animal
des animaux animals

un travail a job

des travaux jobs

Nouns 11

3| Plural versus singular
» A few words relating to clothing are plural in English but NOT in French.

un slip pants
un short shorts
un pantalon trousers

» A few common words are plural in French but NOT in English.
les affaires business
les cheveux hair
des renseignements information

Grammar Extral

When nouns are made up of two separate words, they are called compound nouns, for
example, les grands-parents (meaning grandparents), des ouvre-boites (meaning tin-
openers). The rules for forming the plural of compound nouns are complicated and it is
best to check in a dictionary to see what the plural is.

Key points

¢/ Most French nouns form their plural by adding an -s to their
singular form. If the singular noun ends in -s, -x or -z, no further
-s is added in the plural.

¢ Most nouns ending in -eau or -eu add an -x in the plural.

v Most nouns ending in -ou take an -s in the plural, with a few
exceptions.

o/ If the singular noun ends in -al or -ail, the plural usually ends in
-aux.

¢ Adding an -s or -x to the end of a noun does not generally affect
the way the word is pronounced.

v/ A few common words are plural in Engllsh but not in French and
vice versa.
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What is an article?
In English, an article is one of the words the, a, and an which is given in
front of a noun.

Different types of article
» There are three types of article:

e the definite article: the in English. This is used to identify a particular
thing or person.

I'm going to the supermarket.
That’s the woman | was talking to.

® the indefinite article: a or an in English, some or any (or no word at all) in
the plural. This is used to refer to something unspecific, or that you do
not really know about.
Is there a supermarket near here?
I need a day off.

® the partitive article: some or any (or no word at all) in English. This is
used to talk about quantities or amounts.

M Can you lend me some sugar?

Did you buy any wine?

Do you like chocolate?

ARTICLES 13

The definite article: le, la, I’ and les

1 The basic rules

» In English we only have one definite article: the. In French, there is more
than one definite article to choose from. All French nouns are either
masculine or feminine and, just as in English, they can be either singular or
plural. The word you choose for the depends on whether the noun it is
used with is masculine or feminine, singular or plural. This may sound
complicated, but it is not too difficult.

Iy For more information on Nouns, see page 1.

with masculine noun with feminine noun
Singular le (I') la (I)
Plural les les

le and la change to I’ when they are used in front of a word
starting with a vowel and most words starting with h. //«\

» le is used in front of masculine singular nouns.

le roi the king
le chien the dog
le jardin the garden
» lais used in front of feminine singular nouns.
la reine the queen
la souris the mouse
la porte the door

» |"is used in front of singular nouns that start with a vowel (g, e, i, o, or u),
whether they are masculine or feminine.

I"ami (masculine) the friend
I'eau (feminine) the water
I'étage (masculine) the floor

(£ Note that I is also used in front of most words starting with h but
some others take le or la instead.

I'hopital the hospital
le hamster the hamster
la hi-fi the stereo




14 ARTICLES

Tip ﬂ
It is a good idea to learn the article or the gender with the noun ¢
when you come across a word for the first time, so that you know
whether it is masculine or feminine. A good dictionary will also give
you this information.

» les is used in front of plural nouns, whether they are masculine or feminine
and whatever letter they start with.

les chiens the dogs
les portes the doors
les amis the friends
les hotels the hotels

(€] Note that you have to make the noun plural too, just as you would
in English. In French, as in English, you usually add an -s.

> For more information on Forming plurals, see page 9.

you DO NOT say the s on the end of les: les chiens the dogs.

When les is used in front of a word that starts with a vowel, most
words starting with h, and the French word y, you DO pronounce

the s on the end of les. It sounds like the z in the English word zip:

les amis the friends, les hotels the hotels. /\

[2] Using a with le, la, I’ and les

» The French word a is translated into English in several different ways,
including at or to. There are special rules when you use it together with le
and les.

> For more information on the preposition a, see page 163.

» When a is followed by le, the two words become au.
au cinéma
aux professeurs

to/at the cinema
to the teachers

When les is used in front of a word that starts with a consonant, ﬂ

ARTICLES 15

» When a is followed by les, the two words become aux.
aux maisons to the houses
aux étudiants to the students

» When a is followed by la or I, the words do not change.
a la bibliotheque to/at the library
a I'héotel to/at the hotel

Top A
le and la change to I’ when they are used in front of a word e §
starting with a vowel and most words starting with h. /’\J

3| Using de with le, la, I’ and les

» The French word de is translated into English in several different ways,
including of and from. There are special rules when you use it together with
le and les.

> For more information on the preposition de, see page 166.

» When de is followed by le, the two words become du.
du cinéma from/of the cinema
des professeurs from/of the teachers

» When de is followed by les, the two words become des.
des maisons from/of the houses
des étudiants from/of the students

» When de is followed by la or I’, the words do not change.
de la bibliothéque from/of the library
de I'héotel from/of the hotel

Tip
le and la change to I’ when they are used in front of a word

starting with a vowel and most words starting with h. /\] o
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Key points \
¢/ With masculine singular nouns — use le.
¢/ With feminine singular nouns — use la.
¢/ With nouns starting with a vowel, most nouns beginning with h
and the French word y — use I,
¢/ With plural nouns — use les.
v a+le=au
a + les = aux
de + le = du

k de + les = des /

Using the definite article

» The definite article in French (le, la, I and les) is used in more or less the
same way as we use the in English, but it is also used in French in a few
places where you might not expect it.

» The definite article is used with words like prices, flu and time that describe
qualities, ideas or experiences (called abstract nouns) rather than something
that you can touch with your hand. Usually, the is missed out in English
with this type of word.

Les prix montent. Prices are rising.
Jai la grippe. I've got flu.
Je n’ai pas le temps. | don’t have time.

Note that there are some set phrases using avoir, avec or sans
followed by a noun, where the definite article is NOT used.

avoir faim

to be hungry (literally: to have hunger)
avec plaisir with pleasure
sans doute probably (literally: without doubt)

» You also use the definite article when you are talking about things like coffee
or computers that you can touch with your hand (called concrete nouns) if
you are talking generally about that thing. Usually, the is missed out in
English with this type of word.

Je n'aime pas le café. I don’t like coffee.

Les ordinateurs colitent trés cher. Computers are very expensive.

Les professeurs ne gagnent pas
beaucoup.

Teachers don’t earn very much.

ARTICLES 17

» |If you are talking about a part of your body, you usually use a word like my
or his in English, but in French you usually use the definite article.

Turn your head to the left.

He’s broken his arm.

I've got a sore throat.

Tourne la téte a gauche.
Il s’est cassé le bras.
J’ai mal a la gorge.

» In French you have to use the definite article in front of the names of
countries, continents and regions.
la Bretagne Brittany
I'Europe Europe
La France est trés belle. France is very beautiful.
J’ai acheté ce poster au Japon. | bought this poster in Japan.
Je viens des Etats-Unis. | come from the United States.

({] Note that if the name of the country comes after the French word
en, meaning to or in, you do not use the definite article. en is used
with the names of countries, continents and regions that are
feminine in French.

Je vais en Ecosse le mois prochain. I'm going to Scotland next
month.

Il travaille en Allemagne. He works in Germany.

o For more information on the preposition en, see page 168.

» You often use the definite article with the name of school subjects,
languages and sports.
Tu aimes les maths? Do you like maths?

J'apprends le francais depuis trois |'ve been learning French for
ans. three years.

Mon sport préféré, c’est le foot. My favourite sport is football.
(£] Note that the definite article is not used after en.

Comment est-ce qu’on dit “fils’ How do you say ‘fils’ in English?

en anglais?

Sophie est nulle en chimie. Sophie’s no good at chemistry.

» When you use the verb parler (meaning to speak) in front of the name of
the language, you do not always need to use the definite article in French.

Do you speak Spanish?
He speaks English well.

Tu parles espagnol?
Il parle bien I'anglais.
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» You use le with dates, and also with the names of the days of the week and
the seasons when you are talking about something that you do regularly or
that is a habit.

Elle part le 7 mai. She’s leaving on the seventh of May.
Je vais chez ma grand-mére | go to my grandmother’s on
le dimanche. Sundays.

Note that you do not use the definite article after en.

En hiver nous faisons du ski. In winter we go skiing.

» You often find the definite article in phrases that tell you about prices and
rates.
6 euros le kilo
3 euros la piece 3 euros each
On roulait a 100 kilomeétres We were doing 100 kilometres an
a I'heure. hour.

Key points Lo \

¢ The definite article is used in French with:

e abstract nouns

e concrete nouns (when you are saying something that is true about
a thing in general)

o parts of the body

e countries, continents and regions

e school subjects, languages and sport

o dates ‘

o days of the week and the seasons (when you are talking about
something that you do regularly or that is a habit)

\ e prices and rates ‘ . J

6 euros a kilo

ARTICLES 19

The indefinite article: un, une and des

1| The basic rules

» In English we have the indefinite article a, which changes to an in front of a
word that starts with a vowel. In the plural we say either some, any or
nothing at all.

» In French, you choose from un, une and des, depending on whether the
noun is masculine or feminine, and singular or plural.

with masculine noun with feminine noun

Singular un une

Plural des des

» un is used in front of masculine singular nouns.

un roi a king
un chien a dog
un jardin a garden

» une is used in front of feminine singular nouns.

une reine a queen
une souris a mouse
une porte a door

» des is used in front of plural nouns, whether they are masculine or
feminine, and whatever letter they start with.

des chiens (some/any) dogs
des souris (some/any) mice
des amis (some/any) friends

Note that des is also a combination of de + les and has other
meanings, such as saying who something belongs to or where
something is from.

> For more information on des, see page 166.

Top /‘

When des is used in front of a word that starts with a consonant
(any letter except g, ¢, i, 0 or u), you DO NOT say the s on the end
of des: des chiens (some/any) dogs.

When des is used in front of a word that starts with a vowel, and
most words starting with h, you DO pronounce the s on the end.
It sounds like the z in the English word zip: des amis (some/any)
friends, des hotels (some/any) hotels.
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[2] The indefinite article in negative sentences
» In English we use words like not and never to indicate that something is not
happening or is not true. The sentences that these words are used in are
called negative sentences.
| don’t know him.
| never do my homework on time.

» In French, you use word pairs like ne ... pas (meaning not) and ne ...
jamais (meaning never) to say that something is not happening or not true.
When un, une or des is used after this type of expression, it has to be
changed to de.

Je n’ai pas de vélo. I don't have a bike.
Nous n"avons pas de cousins. We don’t have any cousins.

5 For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

de changes to d’ in front of a word starting with a vowel and
most words starting with h.

Je n’ai pas d’ordinateur. | don’t have a computer.
Il n'y a pas d’horloge dans la salle. There isn’t a clock in the room.

Grammar Extral
There are some very common adjectives, like beau, bon and petit, that can come
BEFORE the noun instead of after it. When an adjective comes before a plural noun,
des changes to de.
J'ai recu de beaux cadeaux. | got some lovely presents.
Cette région a de tres jolis This area has some very pretty
villages. villages.

T For more information on Word order with adjectives, see page 32.

The meaning of des
» des can mean different things in English, depending on the sentence. Some
is often the best word to use.
J'ai un chien, deux chats et

des souris.
Tu veux des chips?

I've got a dog, two cats and
some mice.
Would you like some crisps?

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

ARTICLES 21

» In questions and negative sentences des means any, or is not translated at
all.
Tu as des fréres?
Il n'y a pas d’ceufs.
Avez-vous des timbres?

Have you got any brothers?
There aren’t any eggs.
Do you have stamps?

Tip A
As an English speaker, you will know what sounds right in i
your own language. The important thing to remember is that des

can NEVER be missed out in French, even if there is no word in

English.

4| Using the indefinite article
» The indefinite article is used in French in much the same way as we use g,
some and any in English, but there are two places where the indefinite
article is NOT used:
e with the adjective quel (meaning what a), in sentences like
Quel dommage! What a shame!
Quelle surprise! What a surprise!
Quelle bonne idée! What a good idea!

2> For more information on quel, see page 148.

® when you say what jobs people do
Il est professeur.
Ma meére est infirmiére.

He's a teacher.
My mother’s a nurse.

TP
When you use c’est (to mean he/she is), you DO use un or une, f
When you use ce sont (to mean they are), you DO use des.

C’est un médecin. He’s/She’s a doctor.
Ce sont des acteurs. They’re actors.

> For more information on c’est and ce sont, see page 65. /\

Key points \
¢/ With masculine singular nouns — use un, ‘
¢/ With feminine singular nouns — use une,
¢/ With plural nouns — use des.
¢/ un, une and des — change to de or d’ in negative sentences.
¢/ The indefinite article is not usually used when you say what jobs
\ people do, or in exclamations with quel.




22 ARTICLES
The partitive article: du, de la, de I’ and des

The basic rules

» du, de la, de I’ and des can all be used to give information about the
amount or quantity of a particular thing. They are often translated into
English as some or any.

» In French, you choose between du, de la, de I’ and des, depending on
whether the noun is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

with masculine noun with feminine noun

Singular du (de I') de la (de I)

Plural des des

de + le and de la change to de I’ when they are used in front of a
word starting with a vowel, most words starting with h, and the

French word y. /\

» du is used in front of masculine singular nouns.
du beurre (some/any) butter

du jus d’orange (some/any) orange juice

Note that du is also a combination of de + le and has other
meanings, such as saying who something belongs to or where
something is from.

L For more information on du, see page 166.
» de la is used in front of feminine singular nouns.

de la viande (some/any) meat
de la margarine (some/any) margarine

» de |’ is used in front of singular nouns that start with a vowel and most

nouns starting with h, whether they are masculine or feminine.
de I'argent (masculine) (some/any) money
de I'eau (feminine) (some/any) water
de I'herbe (feminine)  (some/any) grass

ARTICLES 23

» des is used in front of plural nouns, whether they are masculine or feminine
and whatever letter they start with.
des gateaux (some/any) cakes
des lettres (some/any) letters
des hotels (some/any) hotels

(£) Note that des is also a combination of de + les and has other
meanings, such as saying who something belongs to or where
something is from.

> For more information on des, see page 166.

(2] The partitive article in negative sentences

» In French, you use word pairs like ne ... pas (meaning not) and ne ...
jamais (meaning never) to say that something is not happening or not true.
In this type of expression, du, de la, de I’ and des all change to de.

Nous n’avons pas de beurre. We don't have any butter.
Je ne mange jamais de viande. | never eat meat.
Il n'y a pas de timbres. There aren’t any stamps.

> For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

de changes to d’ in front of a word starting with a vowel and ﬁ
most nouns starting with h.

Il n'a pas d’argent. He doesn’t have any money.
Il ny a pas d’horloge dans la salle. There isn’t a clock in the room.

Grammar Extral

There are some very common adjectives, like beau, bon and petit, that can come
BEFORE the noun instead of after it. When an adjective comes before a plural noun, des
changes to de.

J’ai recu de beaux cadeaux. I got some lovely presents.
Cette région a de trés jolis villages. This area has some very pretty villages.

v For more information on Word order with adjectives, see page 32.
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[3] The meaning of du, de la, de I’ and des

» du, de la, de I and des are often translated into English as some or any,

bujc there are times when no word is used in English to translate the French.
Il me doit de I'argent. He owes me (some) money.
Je vais acheter de la farine et I’'m going to buy (some) flour and
du beurre pour faire un gateau. butter to make a cake.
Est-ce qu'il y a des lettres pour Are there any letters for me?
moi?
Elle ne veut pas de beurre.
Je ne prends pas de lait.

Tip

Remember that du, de la, de I’ and des can NEVER be missed

She doesn’t want any butter.
I don’t take milk.

Key points

¢/ With masculine singular nouns — use du.

¢/ With feminine singular nouns — use de la.

¢/ With singular nouns starting with a vowel and some nouns
beginning with h — use de I'.

& With plural nouns — use des.

¢ du, de la, de I’ and des —~ change to de or d’ in negative
sentences. ‘ ~ ,

out in French, even if there is no word in English. //,\ -

(_ADJECTIVES )

What is an adjective?
An adjective is a ‘describing’ word that tells you more about a person or

thing, such as their appearance, colour, size or other qualities, for example,
pretty, blue, big.

Using adjectives

» Adjectives are words like clever, expensive and silly that tell you more about
a noun (a living being, thing or idea). They can also tell you more about a
pronoun, such as he or they. Adjectives are sometimes called ‘describing
words’. They can be used right next to a noun they are describing, or can
be separated from the noun by a verb like be, look, feel and so on.

a clever girl

an expensive coat
a silly idea

He's just being silly.

> For more information on Nouns and Pronouns, see pages 1 and 42.

» In English, the only time an adjective changes its form is when you are
making a comparison.

She's cleverer than her brother.
That's the silliest idea | ever heard!

» In French, however, most adjectives agree with what they are describing.
This means that their endings change depending on whether the person or
thing you are referring to is masculine or feminine, and singular or plural.

un mot francais
une chanson francgaise
des traditions francaises

a French word
a French song
French traditions
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» In English we put adjectives BEFORE the noun they describe, but in French Making adjectives agree
you usually put them AFTER it. ‘
‘ y
un chat noir a black cat ‘1] The basic rules
> For further information, see Word order with adjectives on page 32. » In dictionaries, regular French adjectives are usually shown in the masculine

singular form. You need to know how to change them to make them agree
with the noun or pronoun that they are describing.

Key points
¢ Most French adjectives change their form, according to whether » To make an adjective agree with the noun or pronoun it describes, you
the person or thing they are describing is masculine or femlnlne, simply add the following endings in most cases:
singular or plural.
+/ In French adjectives usually go after the noun they descnbe with masculine noun with feminine noun

Singular - -e
Plural -s -es
un chat noir a black cat
une chemise noire a black shirt
des chats noirs black cats
des chemises noires black shirts

2] Making adjectives feminine

» With most adjectives you add an -e to the masculine singular form to make
it feminine.
un chat noir a black cat - une chemise noire a black shirt
un sac lourd a heavy bag — une valise lourde a heavy suitcase

> If the adjective already ends in an -e in the masculine, you do not add
another -e.

un sac jaune a yellow bag — une chemise jaune a yellow shirt
un garcon sage a good boy — une fille sage a good girl

» Some changes to endings are a little more complicated but still follow a
regular pattern. Sometimes you have to double the consonant as well as
adding an -e. On the next page there is a table showing these changes.
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Masculine ending | Feminine ending | Example Meaning
-f -ve neuf/neuve new
-X -se heureux/heureuse happy
-er -ére cher/chére dear, expensive
-an -anne paysan/paysanne farming, country
-en -enne européen/européenne| European
-on -onne bon/bonne good, right
-el -elle cruel/cruelle cruel
-eil -eille pareil/pareille similar
-et -ette net/nette clear
-ete complet/compléte complete, full

un bon repas a good meal — de
un homme cruel a cruel man - une remarque

bonne humeur in a good mood
cruelle a cruel remark

TP

sound.

If a masculine adjective ends in a vowel (g, e, i, ooru), its
pronunciation does not change when an -e is added to form the
feminine. For example, joli and jolie are both pronounced the same.

If a masculine adjective ends with a consonant that is not
pronounced, such as -d, -s or -t, you DO pronounce that consonant
when an -e is added in the feminine. For example, in chaud
(meaning hot, warm), you cannot hear the d when it is said out loud;
in the feminine form chaude, you can hear the d sound.

This is also true when you have to double the consonant before the
-e is added, for example, gros (meaning big, fat), where you cannot
hear the s, and the feminine form grosse, where you can hear the s

Some masculine adjectives, such as bon (meaning good) or italien
(meaning ltalian), end in what is called a nasal vowel and an -n. With
these words, you pronounce the vowel ‘through your nose’ but do
not say the n. When the consonant is doubled and an -e is added in
the feminine — bonne, italienne — the vowel becomes a normal one
instead of a nasal vowel and you do pronounce the n.

A

A5

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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» Some very common adjectives have irregular feminine forms.

Masculine form Feminine form Meaning

blanc blanche white, blank
doux douce soft, sweet, mild, gentle
faux fausse untrue

favori favorite favourite

frais fraiche fresh, chilly, cool
gentil gentille nice, kind

grec grecque Greek

gros grosse big, fat

long longue long

nul nulle useless

roux rousse red, red-haired
sec séche dry, dried

turc turque Turkish

mon sport favori my favourite sport -~ ma chanson favorite my

favourite song

un ami grec a Greek (male) friend — une amie grecque a Greek

(female) friend

> A very smz?ll group of French adjectives have an extra masculine singular
form that is used in front of words that begin with a vowel (q, e, i, 0 or )
and most words beginning with h. These adjectives also have an irregular

feminine form.

Masculine form in Masculine form in Feminine | Meaning
fron_t of a wqrd front of a word form
beginning with a beginning with a
consonant vowel or most
words beginning
with h
beau bel belle lovely, beautiful,
good-looking,
handsome
fou fol folle mad
nouveau nouvel nouvelle new
vieux vieil vieille old

un bel appartement

le Nouvel An
un vieil arbre

New Year
an old tree

a beautiful flat

29




30 ADJECTIVES

[3] Making adjectives plural
» With most adjectives you add an -s to the masculine singular or feminine
singular form to make it plural.
un chat noir a black cat — des chats noirs black cats
une valise lourde a heavy suitcase > des valises lourdes heavy suitcases

Tip f

When an adjective describes a masculine and a feminine noun or
pronoun, use the masculine plural form of the adjective.

La maison et le jardin sont The house and garden are

beaux. beautiful.
Sophie et son petit ami sont Sophie and her boyfriend are
trés gentils. very nice. //\

» If the masculine singular form already ends in an -s or an -x, you do not
add an -s.
un fromage francais a French cheese — des fromages francais French
cheeses
un homme dangereux a dangerous man — des hommes dangereux
dangerous men

\ » If the masculine singular form ends in -eau or -al, the masculine plural is
usually -eaux or -aux.
le nouveau professeur the new teacher — les nouveaux professeurs
the new teachers
le role principal the main role — les réles principaux the main roles

Tip A |

Adding an -s or an -x does not change the pronunciation of a
word. For example, noir and noirs sound just the same, as do
nouveau and nouveaux.
When the -s or -x ending comes before a word starting with a vowel
or most words starting with h, you have to pronounce the s or x on
the end of the adjective. It sounds like the z in the English word zip.
les anciens éléves the former pupils
de grands hotels big hotels /\
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4| Invariable adjectives

» A small number of adjectives (mostly relating to colours) do not change in
the feminine or plural. They are called invariable because their form NEVER
changes, no matter what they are describing. These adjectives are often
made up of more than one word — for example, bleu marine (meaning
navy blue), or else come from the names of fruit or nuts — for example,
orange (meaning orange), marron (meaning brown).

des chaussures marron  brown shoes
une veste bleu marine a navy blue jacket

Key points \

¢ To make an adijective agree with a feminine singular noun or
pronoun, you usually add -e to the masculine singular. If the
adjective already ends in an -e, no further -e is added.

¢ Several adjectives ending in a consonant double their consonant
as well as adding -e in the feminine.

¢/ beau, fou, nouveau and vieux have an irregular feminine form
and an extra masculine singular form that is used in front of
words that begin with a vowel and most words beginning with h:
bel, fol, nouvel, vieil.

¢ To make an adjective agree with a masculine plural noun or
pronoun, you usually add -s to the masculine singular. If the
adjective already ends in an -s or an -x, no further -s is added.

¢ If the adjective ends in -eau or -al, the masculine plural is usually
-eaux or -aux.

¢/ To make an adjective agree with a feminine plural noun or
pronoun, you usually add -es to the masculine singular.

(Some adjectives relating to colours never change their form. J
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Word order with adjectives

The basic rules

» When adjectives are used right beside the noun they are describing, they
go BEFORE it in English. French adjectives usually go AFTER the noun.
I'heure exacte the right time
la page suivante the following page

» Adjectives describing colours, shapes or nationalities always go AFTER the
noun.
des cravates rouges  red ties
une table ronde a round table
un mot francais a French word

» Some very common adjectives usually come BEFORE the noun.

beau lovely, beautiful, good-looking, handsome
bon good, right

court short

grand tall, big, long, great
gros big, fat

haut high

jeune young

joli pretty

long long

mauvais bad, poor

meilleur better

nouveau new

petit small, little

premier first

vieux old

une belle journée a lovely day

Bonne chance! Good luck!

» There is a small group of common adjectives whose meaning changes
depending on whether they come before the noun or go after it.

Adjective | Example before | Meaning | Example after Meaning
noun noun

ancien un ancien a former un fauteuil an gntigue
collegue colleague | ancien chair

cher Chére Julie Dear Julie | une robe chére | an expensive

dress

propre ma propre my own un mouchoir aclean

chambre bedroom propre handkerchief

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Top 2
dernier (meaning last) and prochain (meaning next) go AFTER

nouns relating to time, for example, semaine (meaning week) and :
mois (meaning month). Otherwise they go BEFORE the noun.

last week

the last time | saw you

la semaine derniére
la demiére fois que je t'ai vu

next week
the next time | go there /\

la semaine prochaine
la prochaine fois que j'y vais

Grammar Extral

When certain adjectives are used with certain nouns, they take on a meaning you
cannot always guess. You may need to check these in your dictionary and learn them.
Here are a few:

mon petit ami my boyfriend

les petits pois peas

les grandes vacances the summer holidays

une grande personne an adult, a grown-up

2] Using more than one adjective

» In French you can use more than one adjective at a time to describe
someone or something. If one of the adjectives usually comes BEFORE the
noun and the other usually goes AFTER the noun, the word order follows
the usual pattern.

une jeune femme blonde
un nouveau film intéressant

a young blonde woman
an interesting new film

> If both adjectives usually come AFTER the noun, they are joined together
with et (meaning and).

un homme mince et laid a thin, ugly man
une personne intelligente et dréle an intelligent, funny person

Key pomts
|/ Most French ad]ectwes go after the noun they descnbe
¢/ Some very common adjectives usually come before the noun:
bon/mauvais, court/long, grand/petit, jeune/nouveau/vieux,
gros, haut, beau, joli, premier, meilleur.
¢/ The meaning of some adjectives such as ancien, cher and propre
varies according to the position in the sentence.
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Comparatives and superlatives of adjectives

Making comparisons using comparative adjectives

What is a comparative adjective?

A comparative adjective in English is one with -er on the end of it or
more or less in front of it, that is used to compare people or things, for
example, slower, less important, more beautiful.

» In French, to say that something is easier, more expensive and so on, you use
plus (meaning more) before the adjective.

Cette question est plus facile.  This question is easier.
Cette veste est plus chére. This jacket is more expensive.
» To say something is less expensive, less complicated and so on, you use
moins (meaning less) before the adjective.
Cette veste est moins chére. This jacket is less expensive.
un projet moins compliqué a less complicated plan

» To introduce the person or thing you are making the comparison with, use
que (meaning than).

Elle est plus petite que moi. She’s smaller than me.
Cette question est plus facile This question is easier than the
que la premiére. first one.

» To say that something or someone is as ... as something or someone else,
use aussi ... que.
Il est aussi inquiet que moi. He's as worried as me.
Cette ville n'est pas aussi This town isn’t as big as Bordeaux.
grande gue Bordeaux.

Making comparisons using superlative adjectives

What is a superlative adjective?

A superlative adjective in English is one with -est on the end of it or
most or least in front of it, that is used to compare people or things, for
example, thinnest, most beautiful, least interesting.

» In French, to say that something or someone is easiest, prettiest, most
expensive and so on, you use:

e le plus with masculine singular adjectives
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® la plus with feminine singular adjectives

® |es plus with plural adjectives (for both masculine and feminine)
le guide le plus utile
la question la plus facile
les plus grands hotels
les plus petites voitures

the most useful guidebook
the easiest question

the biggest hotels

the smallest cars

» To say that something or someone is the least easy, the least pretty, the least

expensive and so on, you use:

® le moins with masculine singular adjectives

® [a moins with feminine singular adjectives
® |es moins with plural adjectives (for both masculine and feminine).

le guide le moins utile the least useful guidebook

Cette question est la moins This question is the least easy (or
facile. the hardest).

les mois les moins agréables  the least pleasant months
les moins belles photos the least attractive photos

Tip /i
When the adjective comes AFTER the noun, you repeat the
definite article (le, la or les).

les mois les moins agréables the least pleasant months

When the adjective comes BEFORE the noun, you do not repeat the
definite article.

les moins belles photos the least attractive photos

> For more information on Word order with adjectives, see page 3‘2/.ﬁ

» In phrases like the biggest hotel in London and the oldest person in the village,
you use de to translate in.

le plus grand hétel de Londres the biggest hotel in London
la personne la plus agée du village the oldest person in the village

Ly For more information on de and du, see page 166.

Irregular comparative and superlative adjectives

» |ust as English has some irregular comparative and superlative forms — better
instead of ‘more good’, and worst instead of ‘most bad’ - French also has a
few irregular forms.
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Adjective | Meaning | Comparative | Meaning | Superlative | Meaning
bon good meilleur better le meilleur | the best
mauvais | bad pire worse le pire the worst
plus mauvais le plus
mauvais
petit small moindre smaller, le moindre | the smallest,
plus petit lesser le plus petit | the least,
the slightest

J’ai une meilleure idée. I've got a better idea.

Il ne fait pas le moindre effort.

He doesn’t make the slightest effort.

or plural. Don't forget to change le to la or les too in superlatives

Tip A
Choose the right form of the adjective to match the noun or !
pronoun, depending on whether it is masculine or feminine, smgul}\] )

| Grammar Extral
bien and its comparative and superlative forms mieux and le mieux can be both
adjectives and adverbs.
Il est bien, ce restaurant. (=adjective) This restaurant is good.
Elle va mieux aujourd’hui. (=adverb) She’s better today.

> For more information on Adverbs, see page 152.

. Key points

v To compare people or thmgs in French you use plus & ad]ectwe,

___moins + adjective or aussi ... que. ‘

¢/ than in comparatives corresponds to que.

¢ French superlatives are formed with le/la/les plus + adjective and
le/la/les moins + adjective. L

V in after superlatives corresponds to de. .

¢/ bon, mauvais and petit have irregular comparattves and
superlatives: bon/meilleur/le meilleur, mauvais/pire/le pire,
petit/moindre/le moindre. ,
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Demonstrative adjectives ce, cette, cet and ces

| What is a demonstrative adjective?
| A demonstrative adjective is one of the words this, that, these and those
| used with a noun in English to point out a particular thing or person, for

l example, this woman, that dog.

» In French you use ce to point out a particular thing or person. Like all
adjectives in French, ce changes its form depending on whether you are
referring to a noun that is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

Masculine Feminine Meaning
Singular ce (cet) cette this
that
Plural ces ces these
those

Tip . e

cet is used in front of masculine singular nouns which begin with
a vowel and most words beginning with h.

this/that bird

this/that hospital //\

cet oiseau
cet hopital

» ce comes BEFORE the noun it refers to.

How much is this/that coat?
What's this/that company called?

Combien coite ce manteau?
Comment s’appelle cette

entreprise?
Ces livres sont trés These/Those books are very
intéressants. interesting.

Ces couleurs sont jolies. These/Those colours are pretty.

» If you want to emphasize the difference between something that is close to
you and something that is further away, you can add:

e ci on the end of the noun for things that are closer
Take this case.

Prends cette valise-ci.
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® -la on the end of the noun for things that are further away

Est-ce que tu reconnais cette Do you recognize that person?
personne-la?

Key points ‘

~ ¢ The adjective ce corresponds to this and that in the singular, and
these and those in the plural.

v/ The forms are ce and cette in the singular, and ces in the plural.
cet is used with masculine singular nouns begmmng w:th a vowel
and most words beginning with h.

/ You can add -ci on the end of the noun for things that are closer,
or -la for things that are further away, to emphas:ze the difference

\ between them.

ADJECTIVES 39

Possessive adjectives

What is a possessive adjective?

In English a possessive adjective is one of the words my, your, his, her, its,
our or their used with a noun to show that one person or thing belongs to
another.

» Here are the French possessive adjectives. Like all French adjectives, these
agree with the noun they refer to.

with masculine | with feminine | with plural noun Meaning
singular noun singular noun (masculine or feminine)
mon ma (mon) mes my
ton ta (ton) tes your
son sa (son) ses his
her
its
one’s
notre notre nos our
votre votre vos your
leur leur leurs their

Tip f
You use mon, ton and son with feminine singular nouns in front

of words that begin with a vowel and most words beginning with h.
This makes them easier to say.

mon assiette my plate
ton histoire your story
son erreur his/her mistake

mon autre sceur

my other sister //\

» Possessive adjectives come BEFORE the noun they describe.
Voila mon mari.

There’s my husband.
Mon frére et ma sceur habitent My brother and sister live in

a Glasgow. Glasgow.
Est-ce que tes voisins vendent Are your neighbours selling their
leur maison? house?

Rangez vos affaires.

Put your things away.
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Possessive adjectives agree with what they describe, NOT with the
person who owns that thing. For example, sa can mean his, her, its
and one’s, but can only ever be used with a feminine singular noun.

Paul’s looking for his watch.
Paul’s looking for his glasses.
Catherine called her brother.
Catherine called her sister. /’\

Paul cherche sa montre.
Paul cherche ses lunettes.
Catherine a appelé son frére.
Catherine a appelé sa sceur.

» The equivalent of your in French is ton/ta/tes for someone you call tu, or
votre/vos for someone you call vous.

> For more information on the difference between tu and vous, see page 43.

@ Note that possessive adjectives are not normally used with parts of
the body. Use le, la, I or les instead.

J’ai mal a la main. My hand hurts.

> For more information on Articles, see page 12.

/ Key points \

¢/ The French possessive adjectives are:
e mon/ton/son/notre/votre/leur in the masculine singular
° ma/ta/sa/no‘trg/votre/leur in the feminine singular ‘
e mes/tes/ses/nos/vos/leurs in the plural

o/ Possessive adjectives come before the noun they refer to. They
agree with what they describe, rather than with the person who
owns that thing.

¢/ You use mon, ton and son with feminine singular nouns when
the following word begins with a vowel. You also use them with
most words beginning with h. ‘

v/ Possessive adjectives are not normally used with parts of the body.
Use le, la, I’ or les instead.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

Tip /l

Indefinite adjectives
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What is an indefinite adjective?
An indefinite adjective is one of a small group of adjectives that are used
to talk about people or things in a general way without saying exactly

who or what they are, for example, several, all, every.

» In French, this type of adjective comes BEFORE the noun it refers to. Here
are the most common French indefinite adjectives:

Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine Meaning
singular singular plural plural

autre autre autres autres other
chaque chaque - - every, each
méme méme mémes mémes same

- - quelques quelques some, a few
tout toute tous toutes all, every

J'ai d’autres projets.

J'y vais chaque année.

J'ai le méme manteau.

Il a quelques amis a Paris.
Il reste quelques bouteilles.
Il travaille tout le temps.

You can also use tout to talk about how often something happens. ﬂ .

tous les jours every day
tous les deux jours every other day

I've got other plans.

| go every year.

| have the same coat.

He has some friends in Paris.
There are a few bottles left.
He works all the time.

(£] Note that these words can also be used as pronouns, standing in place

of a noun instead of being used with one. chaque and quelques have
a slightly different form when they are used in this way.

2 For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

Key points
v/ The most common French indefinite adjectives are autre, chaque,
méme, quelques and tout.

+/ They come before the noun when they are used in this way.
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What is a pronoun?

A pronoun is a word you use instead of a noun, when you do not need
or want to name someone or something directly, for example, it, you,
none.

» There are several different types of pronoun:

® Personal pronouns such as I, you, he, her and they, which are used to
refer to yourself, the person you are talking to, or other people and
things. They can be either subject pronouns (I, you, he and so on) or
object pronouns (him, her, them and so on).

® Possessive pronouns like mine and yours, which show who someone or
something belongs to.

e Indefinite pronouns like someone or nothing, which refer to people or
things in a general way without saying exactly who or what they are.

e Relative pronouns like who, which or that, which link two parts of a
sentence together.

e Demonstrative pronouns like this or those, which point things or people
out.

e Reflexive pronouns, a type of object pronoun that forms part of French
reflexive verbs like se laver (meaning to wash) or s’appeler (meaning to
be called).

> For more information on Reflexive verbs, see page 88.

® The two French pronouns, en and y, which are used in certain
constructions.

@ The pronouns qui? (meaning who?, whom?), que? (meaning what?),
quoi? (meaning what?) and lequel? (meaning which one?), which are
used in asking questions.

> For more information on Questions, see page 142.

» Pronouns often stand in for a noun to save repeating it.
| finished my homework and gave it to my teacher.
Do you remember Jack? | saw him at the weekend.

» Word order with personal pronouns is usually different in French and
English.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Personal pronouns: subject

| What is a subject pronoun?

| A subject pronoun is a word such as I, he, she and they, which performs
the action expressed by the verb. Pronouns stand in for nouns when it is
clear who is being talked about, for example, My brother isn’t here at the
moment. He'll be back in an hour.

1| Using subject pronouns
» Here are the French subject pronouns:

Singular Meaning Plural Meaning

je (i) I nous we

tu you vous you

il he ils they (masculine)
it

elle she elles they (feminine)
it

on one
(we/you/they)

Je pars en vacances demain. I'm going on holiday tomorrow.

Nous habitons a Nice. We live in Nice.

Tip A
je changes to j" in front of words beginning with a vowel, most
words beginning with h, and the French word y.

J'arrive! I'm just coming!
Bon, j'y vais. Right, I'm off.

2| tu or vous?

» In English we have only one way of saying you. In French, there are two
words: tu and vous. The word you use depends on:
e whether you are talking to one person or more than one person
e whether you are talking to a friend or family member, or someone else

» If you are talking to one person you know well, such as a friend, a young
person or a relative, use tu.

Tu me prétes ce CD?  Will you lend me this CD?
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» If you are talking to one person you do not know so well, such as your
teacher, your boss or a stranger, use vous.
Vous pouvez entrer.  You may come in.

Tip

use vous and you will not offend anybody.

» If you are talking to more than one person, you have to use vous, no
matter how well you know them.

Vous comprenez, les enfants?

(€] Note that the adjectives you use with tu and vous have to agree in
the feminine and plural forms.

Do you understand, children?

Vous étes certain, Monsieur
Leclerc? (masculine singular)
Vous étes certains, les enfants? Are you sure, children?
(masculine plural)

Are you sure, Mr Leclerc?

If you are in doubt as to which form of you to use, it is safest to /\Iﬂ “

Grammar Extral
Any past participles (the form of the verb ending in -é, -i or -u in French) used with étre
in tenses such as the perfect also have to agree in the feminine and plural forms.
Vous étes partie quand, Estelle? When did you leave, Estelle?
(feminine singular)
Estelle et Sophie - vous étes Estelle and Sophie — when did you
parties quand? (feminine plural) leave?

L For more information on the Past participle, see page 111.

[3] il/elle and ils/elles

» In English we generally refer to things (such as table, book, car) only as it. In
French, il (meaning he, it) and elle (meaning she, it) are used to talk about
a thing, as well as about a person or an animal. You use il for masculine
nouns and elle for feminine nouns.

He’s already left.

She’s an actress.

Does your dog bite?
Take this chair. It's more
comfortable.

Il est déja parti.
Elle est actrice.
Il mord, ton chien?

Prends cette chaise. Elle est
plus confortable.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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» il is also used to talk about the weather, the time and in certain other set
phrases, often in the same way as some phrases with it in English.

Il pleut.
Il est deux heures.
Il faut partir.

It's raining.
It's two o’clock.
We/You have to go.

» ils (meaning they) and elles (meaning they) are used in the plural to talk
about things, as well as about people or animals. Use ils for masculine

nouns and elles for feminine nouns.
lls vont appeler ce soir.
‘Ou sont Anne et Rachel?’ -
‘Elles sont a la piscine.’
‘Est-ce qu'il reste des billets?”
- ’‘Non, ils sont tous vendus.’
“Tu aimes ces chaussures?’ —
‘Non, elles sont affreuses!’

They’re going to call tonight.
‘Where are Anne and Rachel?’ -
‘They’re at the swimming pool.’
‘Are there are any tickets left?” —
‘No, they’re all sold.’

‘Do you like those shoes?’ — ‘No,
they’re horrible!’

» If you are talking about a masculine and a feminine noun, use ils.

Que font ton pére et ta mére
quand ils partent en vacances?
‘Ou sont le poivre et la
moutarde?’ - ‘lls sont déja sur
la table.’

4] on

What do your father and mother do
when they go on holiday?

‘Where are the pepper and the
mustard?’ — ‘They’re already on the
table.’

» on is frequently used in informal, everyday French to mean we.

On va a la plage demain.
On y va?

We're going to the beach tomorrow.
Shall we go?

» on can also have the sense of someone or they.
On m‘a volé mon porte-monnaie. Someone has stolen my purse.
On vous demande au téléphone: There’s a phone call for you.

Tip

on is often used to avoid a passive construction in French.
On m’a dit que tu étais malade. | was told you were ill.

> For more information on the Passive, see page 122.
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» You can also use on as we use you in English when we mean people in
general.

On peut visiter le chateau en You can visit the castle in the

éte. summer.
D’ici on peut voir les cotes From here you can see the French
francaises. coast.

form.

> For more information on Verbs, see pages 69-137. /\

Key points
¢ The French subject pronouns are: je (j°), tu, il, elle, on in the
singular, and nous, vous, ils, elles in the plural.
¢/ To say you in French, use tu if you are talking to one person you
know well or to a young person. Use vous if you are talking to
-~ one person you do not know so well or to more than one person.
¢/ il/ils (masculine singular/plural) and elle/elles (feminine
singular/plural) are used to refer to things, as well as to people or
animals. il is also used in certain set phrases.
o/ If there is a mixture of masculine and feminine nouns, use ils.
¢/ on can mean we, someone, you, they, or people in general. j

\ It is often used instead of a passive construction.

Tip f
The form of the verb you use with on is the same as the il/elle ,
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Personal pronouns: direct object

; What is a direct object pronoun?
A direct object pronoun is a word such as me, him, us and them, which is
used instead of the noun to stand in for the person or thing most directly
affected by the action expressed by the verb.

1| Using direct object pronouns

» Direct object pronouns stand in for nouns when it is clear who or what is
being talked about, and save having to repeat the noun.

I've lost my glasses. Have you seen them?
‘Have you met Jo?’ — ‘Yes, | really like her!’

» Here are the French direct object pronouns:

Singular Meaning Plural Meaning
me (m’) me nous us
te () you vous you
le (I') him les them (masculine
it and feminine)
la (I') her
it
lis vont nous aider. They’re going to help us.
Je la vois. | can see her/it.
“Tu aimes les carottes?’ - ‘Do you like carrots?’ — ‘No, | hate
‘Non, je les déteste!’ them!”

(£] Note that you cannot use direct object pronouns after a preposition
like a or de, or when you want to emphasize something.

> For more information on Emphatic pronouns, see page 51.

Tip /i;
me changes to m’, te to t, and le/la to I’ in front of words
beginning with a vowel, most words beginning with h, and the
French word y.
Je t'aime. I love you.
Tu m’entends? Can you hear me?
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» In orders and instructions telling someone to do something, moi is used Personal pronouns: indirect object
instead of me, and toi is used instead of te. |
Aidez-moi! Help mel! What is an indirect object pronoun?
Assieds-toi. Sit down. }Nh?n a ver? has two obje:cts (a d.irect one and an indirect one), the
indirect object pronoun is used instead of a noun to show the person or
» le is sometimes used to refer back to an idea or information that has already thing the action is intended to benefit or harm, for example, me in He
been given. The word it is often missed out in English. gave me a book; Can you get me a towel?
‘Ta chemise est trés sale.’ - Your shirt’s very dirty.’ —
‘Je le sais. ‘I know.’

‘1] Using indirect object pronouns

|2| Word order with direct object pronouns ' » It is important to understand the difference between direct and indirect

» The direct object pronoun usually comes BEFORE the verb. object pronouns in English, as they can have different forms in French:

Je t‘aime. I love you. ® an indirect object answers the question who to/for? or to/for

Les voyez-vous? Can you see them? what?

Elle ne nous connait pas. She doesn’t know us. He gave me a book. — Who did he give the book to? - me (=indirect
object pronoun)

Note that in orders and instructions telling someone to do something,

2 2
the direct object pronoun comes AFTER the verb. Canyou gatamaaiowelii Who catyousgeh.a towel PR = me

i (=indirect object pronoun)
Asseyez-vous. Sit down.
s ¢ Rt e if something answers the question what or who, then it is the direct
> In te.n.ses like the perfect that are formed 'Wlﬂj avoir or étre and the pas_»t object and NOT the indirect object
participle (the part of the verb that ends in -é, -i or -u in French), the direct

object pronoun comes BEFORE the part of the verb that comes from avoir He.9ave e, 2 RORkor Whatdid be give mel > a book (sdlrect

or étre. object)
, Can you get me a towel? - What can you get me? — a towel (=direct
Il m’a vu. He saw me. object)

» When a verb like vouloir (meaning to want) or pouvoir (meaning to be able
to, can) is followed by another verb in the infinitive (the ‘to’ form of the > Here are the French indirect object pronouns:
verb), the direct object pronoun comes BEFORE the infinitive.

Il voudrait la revoir. He’d like to see her again. Smgulfxr Mednlg Flural bbbl
Puis-je vous aider? Can | help you? me (m’) me, to me, for me nous us, to us, for us
te (t) you, to you, for you vous you, to you, for you
Key points lui him, to him, for him leur them, to them, for them |
¢/ The French direct object pronouns are: me (m’), te (t"), le/la (I') it, to it, for it (masculine and feminine) |
in the singular, and nous, vous, les in the plural. lui her, to her, for her
¢ Except in orders and instructions telling someone to do ‘ it, to it, for it
something, the direct object pronoun comes before the verb. ) ; :
Il nous écrit tous les jours. He writes to us every day.

ls te cachent quelque chose.  They’re hiding something from you.
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Tip ﬂ ‘ Emphatic pronouns

me changes to m’ and te to t’ in front of words beginning with a \ | What is an emphatic pronoun?
vowel, most words beginning with h, and the French word y. ¢ | An emphatic pronoun is used instead of a noun when you want to
' emphasize something, for example /s this for me?

Il m’a donné un livre. He gave me a book.
Tu m‘apportes une serviette? Can you get me a towel?

1| Using emphatic pronouns

» The pronouns shown in the table are used instead of the preposition a with | » In French, there is another set of pronouns which you use after
o BBt _ B prepositions, when you want to emphasize something and in certain other
J’écris a Suzanne. I'm writing to Suzanne. — Je lui écris. I'm writing to her. cases. These are called emphatic pronouns or stressed pronouns.
Donne du lait au chat. Give the cat some milk. = Donne-lui du lait. Give
it some milk. Singular Meaning Plural Meaning
- N . o . moi | nous we
» Some French verbs like demander a (meaning to ask) and téléphoner a he U
(meaning to phone) take an indirect object even though English uses a =
: 4 toi you vous you
direct object. - '
Il leur téléphone tous les soirs. He phones them every evening. e h,e - WISy Ynsibcing)
him them
» On the other hand, some French verbs like attendre (meaning to wait for), elle she elles they (feminine)
chercher (meaning to look for) and regarder (meaning to look at) take a her them
direct object even though English uses an indirect object. soi oneself
Je les attends devant la gare.  I'll wait for them outside the station. (yourself, ourselves)
PR e 1 Je pense so a toi. i ;
[2] Word order with indirect object pronouns i peneEq uv?nt By I Oﬂ?n think ghoutt ey
C'est pour moi? Is this for me?
» The indirect object pronoun usually comes BEFORE the verb. Venez avec moi. Come with me.
Dominique vous écrit une lettre. Dominique’s writing you a letter. Il a besoin de nous. He needs us.
Il ne nous parle pas. He doesn’t speak to us. . ! . | ) ;
Il ne veut pas me répondre. e WONt SAnsWer me: > soi (meaning oneself) is usgd with the subject pronoun on and with words
like tout le monde (meaning everyone) or chacun (meaning each one).
[__ﬂ Note that in orders and instructions telling someone to do Il faut avoir confiance en soi. You have to have confidence in
something, the indirect object pronoun comes AFTER the verb. yourself.
Donne-moi ¢a! Give me that! Tout le monde est rentré chez  Everyone went home.
SOi.
Key points
+/ The French indirect object pronouns are: me (m’), te (t’), lui in 2] When to use emphatic pronouns

the singular, and nous, vous, leur in the plural.

¢/ Except in orders and instructions telling someone to do pr
something, the direct object pronoun comes before the verb. ® after a preposition
C’est pour moi? Is this for me?

» Emphatic pronouns are used in the following circumstances:

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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e for emphasis, especially where a contrast is involved
Toi, tu ressembles a ton pére,  You look like your father, she
mais elle non. doesn’t.
Il m’énerve, lui! He’s getting on my nerves!
e on their own without a verb
‘Qui a cassé la fenétre?” - ‘Lui’  ‘Who broke the window?’ — ‘He did.’
*Je suis fatiguée.” - ‘Moi aussi.” ‘I'm tired.” - ‘Me too.’
e after c’est and ce sont (meaning it is)
C’est toi, Simon? Is that you, Simon?
Ce sont eux. It’s them.

£  For more information on c’est and ce sont, see page 65.

® in comparisons
Tu es plus jeune que moi.
Il est moins grand que toi.

You're younger than me.
He's smaller than you (are).

e when the subject of the sentence is made up of two pronouns, or of a
pronoun and a noun

Mon peére et elle ne
s’entendent pas.

My father and she don’t get on.

Grammar Extra!

You can add -méme or -mémes to the emphatic pronouns when you particularly want
to emphasize something. These forms correspond to English myself, ourselves and so on.

Form with -méme Meaning

moi-méme myself

toi-méme yourself

lui-méme himself, itself
elle-méme herself, itself
soi-méme oneself (yourself, ourselves)
nous-mémes ourselves

vous-méme yourself

vous-mémes yourselves
eux-mémes themselves (masculine)
elles-mémes themselves (feminine)

1 did it myself.
She chose it herself.

Je I'ai fait moi-méme.
Elle I'a choisi elle-méme.
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Key points
¢/ The French emphatic pronouns are: moi, toi, lui, elle, soi in the
singular, and nous, vous, eux, elles in the plural.
+/ They are used: ;
° after a preposition
o for .emphasis
e on their own without a verb
o after c’est and ce sont
e in comparisons . »
e when the sub]ect of the sentence is made up of two pronouns,
or of a pronoun and a noun
¢/ You can add -méme or -mémes to the emphatic pronouns when
K you particularly want to emphasize something.
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Possessive pronouns

What is a possessive pronoun?

A possessive pronoun is one of the words mine, yours, hers, his, ours or
theirs, which are used instead of a noun to show that one person or thing
belongs to another, for example, Ask Carole if this pen is hers.

» Here are the French possessive pronouns:

Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine Meaning
singular singular plural plural
le mien la mienne les miens les miennes | mine
le tien la tienne les tiens les tiennes yours
le sien la sienne les siens les siennes his
hers
le notre la notre les notres les notres ours
le votre la votre les votres les votres yours
le leur la leur les leurs les leurs theirs

Those CDs are mine.

It's lucky you’ve got your keys.
| forgot mine.

Ces CD-la, ce sont les miens.

Heureusement que tu as tes
clés. J'ai oublié les miennes.

In French, possessive pronouns agree with what they describe,
NOT with the person who owns that thing. For example, le sien
can mean his or hers, but can only be used to replace a masculine
singular noun.

‘C'est le vélo de Paul?’ -
‘Oui, c’est le sien.’
‘C'est le vélo d’lsabelle?” —

‘Is that Paul’s bike?’ -
‘Yes, it’s his.’
‘Is that Isabelle’s bike?’ —

R | A

‘Oui, c’est le sien. Yes, it's hers.’

B

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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.. Grammar Extra!

Remember that a with the definite article le becomes au, and a with les becomes aux,

50:

a + le mien — au mien
a + les miens — aux miens
a + les miennes — aux miennes

Tu préféres ce manteau au mien? Do you prefer this coat to mine?

Remember that de with the definite article le becomes du, and de with les becomes
des, so:
de + le mien — du mien

de + les miens — des miens
de + les miennes — des miennes

J'ai oublié mes clés. J'ai besoin
des tiennes.

I've forgotten my keys. | need
yours.

2 For more information on Articles, see page 12.

. ~ Key points 0

V’ The French possessnve pronouns are le mien, le tlen, Ie sien for
singular subject pronouns, and le notre, le votre and le leur for
plural subject pronouns. Their forms change in the f,eminine and
the plural.

¢/ In French, the pronoun you chaose has to agree with the noun it
replaces, and not with the person who owns that thing.
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en andy

» en and y do not usually refer to people. How we translate them into English
depends on where en and y are found in French.

[1] en

» en is used with verbs and phrases normally followed by de to avoid
repeating the same word.

If you‘ve got a problem, you can

talk to me about it. (en replaces de

in parler de quelque chose)

Can you lend me that book? | need

it. (en replaces de in avoir besoin de

quelque chose)

He's got a beautiful garden and is

very proud of it. (en replaces de in

étre fier de quelque chose)

Si tu as un probléme, tu peux
m’en parler.

Est-ce que tu peux me préter
ce livre? J'en ai besoin.

Il a un beau jardin et il en est
tres fier.

» en can also replace the partitive article (du, de la, de I, des).

| haven’t got any money. Have you
got any?

“Tu peux me préter des timbres?’ ‘Can you lend me some stamps?’ —
—‘Non, je dois en acheter.’ ‘No, | have to buy some.’

Je n’ai pas d’argent.Tu en as?

> For more information on the Partitive article, see page 22.

» en is also used:
® as a preposition
e with the present participle of verbs

o> For more information on Prepositions and the Present participle, see pages
162 and 125.

» When en is used with avoir, with il y a or with numbers, it is often not
translated in English but can NEVER be missed out in French.
‘Est-ce que tu as un ‘Have you got a dictionary?’ — ‘Yes,
dictionnaire?’ — ‘Oui, j’en ai un.” |'ve got one.’
‘Combien d’éléves y a-t-il dans ‘How many pupils are there in your
ta classe?’ - ‘ll y en a trente. class?’ — ‘There are thirty.’
J’en veux deux. | want two (of them).
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2] y

» vy is used with verbs and phrases normally followed by a to avoid repeating
the same word.
‘Je pensais a I'examen.’ - ‘Mais ‘I was thinking about the exam.’ -
arréte d'y penser!’ ‘Well, stop thinking about it!’ (y
replaces a in penser a quelque chose)
‘I wasn’t expecting that.” — ‘Well, |
was expecting it." (y replaces a in

s’attendre a quelque chose)

» y can also mean there. It can be used to replace phrases that would use
prepositions such as dans (meaning in) and sur (meaning on).
Elle y passe tout I'été. She spends the whole summer
there.
Regarde dans le tiroir. Je pense Look in the drawer. | think the keys
que les clés y sont. are in there.

‘Je ne m’attendais pas a ¢a.’ -
‘Moi, je m'y attendais.’

3| Word order with en and y

» en and y usually come BEFORE the verb.
J’en veux. | want some.
Elle en a parlé avec moi. She talked to me about it.
En étes-vous content? Are you pleased with it/them?
Comment fait-on pour y aller? How do you get there?
N’y pense plus. Don’t think about it any more.

» In orders and instructions telling someone to do something, en or y come
AFTER the verb and are attached to it with a hyphen (-).

Prenez-en. Take some.
Restez-y. Stay there.

Top 2
The final -s of -er verbs is usually dropped in the tu form used for

orders and instructions. When an -er verb in the tu form is used
before en or y, however, the -s is not dropped, to make it easier to

say.
Donne des bonbons a ton frére. Give some sweets to your brother.
Donnes-en a ton frére. Give some to your brother.
Va dans ta chambre! Go to your room!

Vas-y! Go on!
> For more information on the Imperative, see page 85. /\
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» en and y come AFTER other direct or indirect object pronouns. Using different types of pronoun together
Donnez-leur-en. Give them some. » Sometimes you find a direct object pronoun and an indirect object pronoun
Il m’en a parlé. He spoke to me about it. in the same sentence.
j : ! ) ; ’ ‘ He gave me (indirect object) them (direct object).
o> For more information on Direct object pronouns and Indirect object He gave them (direct object) to me (indirect object).

pronouns, see pages 47 and 49.
» When this happens in French, you have to put the indirect and direct object
, Key points ' \ pronouns in a certain order.

|/ en is used with verbs and expressions normally followed by de to
avoid repeating the same word.

¢/ en can also replace the partitive article.

¢/ When en is used with avoir and il y a or with numbers, it is often
not translated in English but can never be missed out in French. te la lui y

v/ y is used with verbs and expressions normaIIy foIIowed by ato leur
avoid repeating the same word.

¢/ y can also mean there and may replace expressions that would be
used with dans and sur or some other prepomtnon indicating

Indirect
me Indirect

a place. Dominique vous l'envoie Dominique’s sending it to you
| ¢/ en and y usually come before the verb, except in orders and demain. tomorrow.
instructions telling someone to do something, when en or y Il te les a montrés? Has he shown them to you?
follows the verb and is attached to it with a hyphen. Je les lui ai lus. I read them to him/her.
w en and y come after other direct or indirect object pronouns. J Ne la leur donne pas. Don't give it to them.
Elle ne m’en a pas parlé. She didn’t speak to me about it.
Key points

Viifa dnrect and an indirect object pronoun are used in the same
sentence, you usually put the indirect object pronoun before the
direct object pronoun.

¢/ With lui and leur, this order is reversed and you put the direct
object pronoun before the indirect object pronoun.
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Indefinite pronouns Top f

: 7 e m ) )
What is an indefinite pronoun? You can use rien on its own to answer a question.
An indefinite pronoun is one of a small group of pronouns such as
everything, nobody and something which are used to refer to people or ‘Qu’est-ce tu as acheté?’ - ‘What did you buy?’ —
things in a general way without saying exactly who or what they are. ‘Rien.’ ‘Nothing.’
If the sentence contains a verb you have to use ne with it.
- ’ : .
» Here are the most common French indefinite pronouns: IF'nia rien mange. b i //\
® chacun (masculine singular)/chacune (feminine singular) each, everyone e tout everything
Nous avons chacun donné We each gave ten euros. Il organise tout. He's organizing everything.
dix euros. Tout va bien? Is everything OK?
Chacun fait ce qu’il veut. Everyone does what they like. o e Ol T i I
Toutes les villas ont chacune Each villa has its own swimming QUSRI e plDitautes i)
leur piscine. pool. Je les connais tous. | know them all.
Elles sont toutes arrivées? Are they all here?
e personne nobody/no one, anybody/anyone
Il n’y a personne a la maison.  There’s no one at home. » You can use quelque chose de/rien de and quelqu’un de/personne de
Elle ne veut voir personne. She doesn’t want to see anybody. with adjectives if you want to say nothing interesting, something new and
so on.
>  For more information on Negatives, see page 138. rien d'intéressant nothing interesting
Tf/p : Key points ’
; ! ¢/ rien and personne can be used on their own to answer
Yol can use personne on its own to answer a'question. i questions, but need to be used with ne when there is a verb in
Qui sait la réponse? Personne. Who knows the answer? No one. | the sentence. ~
If the sentence contains a verb you have to use ne with it. ‘ ¢/ quelque chose/rien and quelqu’un/personne can be followed
Personne n’est venu. Nobody came. by de + adjective. ‘

e quelque chose something, anything

J'ai quelque chose pour toi. I've got something for you.
Avez-vous quelque chose a Do you have anything to declare?
déclarer?

e quelqu’un somebody/someone, anybody/anyone
Il y a quelqu’un a la porte. There’s someone at the door.
Quelgu’un a vu mon parapluie? Has anybody seen my umbrella?
e rien nothing, anything
Elle n'a rien dit. She didn’t say anything.
Rien n’a changé. Nothing’s changed.

> For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, pl see pages Viii-Xii.
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Relative pronouns: qui, que, lequel, auquel, duquel

What is a relative pronoun?

In English a relative pronoun is one of the words who, which and that
(and the more formal whom) which can be used to introduce information
that makes it clear which person or thing is being talked about, for
example, The man who has just come in is Ann’s boyfriend; The vase that
you broke was quite valuable.

Relative pronouns can also introduce further information about someone
or something, for example, Peter, who is a brilliant painter, wants to study
art; Jane’s house, which was built in 1890, needs a lot of repairs.

» In French, the relative pronouns are qui, que, lequel, auquel, and duquel.

qui and que
» qui and que can both refer to people or things.

Relative pronoun Meaning

Subject qui who
which
that

who, whom
which
that

Direct object que

Mon frére, qui a vingt ans, est My brother, who's twenty, is at
a l'universiteé. university.

Est-ce qu’il y a un bus qui va

au centre-ville?

Les amis que je vois le plus

Is there a bus that goes to the town

centre?

The friends (that) | see most are Léa

sont Léa et Mehdi. and Mehdi.
Voila la maison que nous That's the house (which) we want
voulons acheter. to buy.

Tip ﬂ

and most words beginning with h.

que changes to qu’ in front of a word beginning with a vowel //\j o
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» quiis also used after a preposition such as a, de or pour to talk about

people.
la personne a qui il parle the person he is speaking to
les enfants pour qui j'ai acheté the children | bought sweets for
des bonbons

Tip ﬂ
In English we often miss out the object pronouns who, which j
and that. For example, we can say both the friends that | see most, or
the friends | see most, and the house which we want to buy, or the

house we want to buy. In French you can NEVER miss out que or qui

in this way.

2| lequel, laquelle, lesquels, lesquelles

» lequel (meaning which) is used after a preposition such as a, de or pour to

talk about things. It has to agree with the noun it replaces.

Masculine Feminine Meaning
Singular lequel laquelle which
Plural lesquels lesquelles which

le livre pour lequel elle est the book she is famous for
connue
la table sur laquelle j'ai mis

mon sac

the table | put my bag on

» Remember that a and de combine with the definite article le to become au
and du, and with les to become aux and des. lequel/lesquels/lesquelles
combine with a and de as shown in the table. laquelle doesn’t change.

+ lequel + laquelle + lesquels + lesquelles Meaning
a auquel a laquelle auxquels auxquelles to which
de | duquel de laquelle desquels desquelles of which

For more information on a and de, see pages 14 and 15.
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Grammar Extral
dont means whose, of whom, of which, about which and so on. It can refer to people or
things, but its form NEVER changes.

la femme dont la voiture est the woman whose car has broken
en panne down

les films dont tu parles the films you're talking about

‘ Keypoints -

¢/ qui and que can both refer to people or thlngs qul is the subject
of the part of the sentence it is found in; que is the object.

¢/ In English we often miss out the object pronouns who, which and
that, but in French you can never miss out que or qui.

+/ After a preposition you use qui if you are referring to people, and
lequel if you are referring to thmgs - quuel agrees wrth the noun
it replaces. . ,

¢/ a+ lequel > auquel
a + lesquels — auxquels
a + lesquelles — auxquelles

¢ de + lequel > duquel

_ de + lesquels ~ desquels o i
\ de + lesquelles > desquelles . e . /

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Demonstrative pronouns: ce, cela/ca, ceci, celui

What is a demonstrative pronoun?

In English a demonstrative pronoun is one of the words this, that, these,
and those used instead of a noun to point people or things out, for
example, That looks fun.

1| ce

» ce is usually used with the verb étre (meaning to be) in the expressions
c’est (meaning it’s, that’s), c’était (meaning it was, that was), ce sont
(meaning it’s, that’s) and so on.

C’est moi. It's me.
C’était mon frere. That was my brother.
Ce sont eux. It's them.

ce becomes ¢’ when it is followed by a part of the verb that starts f
with e or é. 4
ce becomes ¢’ when it is followed by a part of the verb that starts
with a.

C’a éte difficile.
Note that after c’est and ce sont and so on you have to use the

emphatic form of the pronoun, for example, moi instead of je, eux
instead of ils and so on.

It was difficult.

C'est moi. It's me.

> For more information on Emphatic pronouns, see page 51. //\

» ce is used:

e with a noun or a question word to identify a person or thing
Who is it?, Who's this/that?
They're teachers.

What's this/that?

It's a tin-opener.

Qui est-ce?

Ce sont des professeurs.
Qu'’est-ce que c’est?
C’est un ouvre-boite.
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e with an adjective to refer to a statement, idea and so on that cannot be
classed as either masculine or feminine

C’est trés intéressant.
C’est dangereux.
Ce n’est pas grave.

® for emphasis

C’est moi qui ai téléphoné.
Ce sont les enfants qui ont fait

le gateau.

[2] cela, ¢ca and ceci

That's/It’s very interesting.
That's/It’s dangerous.
It doesn’t matter.

It was me who phoned.

It was the children who made the
cake.

» cela and ¢a mean it, this or that. Both refer to a statement, an idea or an
object. ca is used instead of cela in everyday, informal French.

Ca ne fait rien.
Ecoute-moi ca!
Cela dépend.

Je n'aime pas cela.
Donne-moi ca!

It doesn’t matter.
Listen to this!
That/It depends.
| don't like that.
Give me that!

Tip

Elle te plait, ma nouvelle
voiture?

¢a and cela are used in a more general way than il and elle,
which are usually linked to a noun that has already been mentioned.

Ca te plait d'aller a I'étranger?

Do you like going abroad?
Do you like my new car?

A

» ceci means this and is not as common as cela and ca. It is used to talk
about something that has not yet been mentioned.

Lisez ceci.

Read this.

» ceciis also used to hand or show someone something.

Prends ceci. Tu en auras besoin. Take this. You’ll need it.

[3] celui, celle, ceux, celles

» celui and celle mean the one; ceux and celles mean the ones. The form you
choose depends on whether the noun it is replacing is masculine or
feminine, and singular or plural.

.
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Masculine Feminine Meaning
Singular celui celle the one
Plural ceux celles the ones

» celui and its other forms are used before:

® qui, que or dont
‘Quelle robe préférez-vous?’
- ‘Celle qui est en vitrine.
Prends ceux que tu préferes.

celui dont je t'ai parlé

‘Which dress do you like best?’
— ‘The one in the window.’

Take the ones you like best.
the one | told you about

® prepositions like a, dans and so on.

celui proche de la fontaine the one near the fountain

» celui and its other forms can be used with de to show who something
belongs to. In English, we would use s.
Je n‘ai pas d’appareil photo
mais je peux emprunter celui
de ma soeur.
Comparez vos réponses a
celles de votre voisin.

| haven’t got a camera but | can
borrow my sister’s.

Compare your answers with your
neighbour’s.

» You can add the endings -ci and -la to celui and its other forms to
emphasize the difference between something that is close to you and
something that is further away.

® use -ci for something that is closer to you
® use -la for something that is further away

Masculine Feminine Meaning
Singular celui-ci celle-ci this, this one

celui-la celle-la that, that one
Plural ceux-ci celles-ci these, these ones

ceux-la celles-la those, those ones

On prend quel fromage? Which cheese shall we get? This
Celui-ci ou celui-la? one or that one?

Ces chemises ont deux poches These shirts have two pockets but
mais celles-la n"en ont pas. those have none.
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Key points
¢/ ceis often found in the expressions C’est, ce sont and so on.
¢/ ceis also used:
o to identify a person or thing
o to refer to a statement, idea and so on that cannot be classed
as either masculine or feminine
o for emphasis

¢/ celaand ca mean it, this or that; ceci means this, but is not as
common. ‘ ;

o/ celui and celle mean the one; ceux and celles mean the ones.
They are often found with the endings -ci and -la and are used
to distinguish between things which are close and things which
are further away.

W

| What is a verb?

| Averbis a ‘doing’ word which describes what someone or something
| does, what someone or something is, or what happens to them, for

! example, be, sing, live.

The three conjugations

» Verbs are usually used with a noun, with a pronoun such as I, you or she, or
with somebody’s name. They can relate to the present, the past and the
future; this is called their tense.

2> For more information on Nouns and Pronouns, see pages 1 and 42.

» Verbs are either:
® regular; their forms follow the normal rules
® irregular; their forms do not follow the normal rules

» Regular English verbs have a base form (the form of the verb without any
endings added to it, for example, walk). The base form can have to in front
of it, for example, to walk. This is called the infinitive. You will find one of
these forms when you look a verb up in your dictionary.

» French verbs also have an infinitive, which ends in -er, -ir or -re, for
example, donner (meaning to give), finir (meaning to finish), attendre
(meaning to wait). Regular French verbs belong to one of these three verb
groups, which are called conjugations. We will look at each of these three
conjugations in turn on the next few pages.

» English verbs have other forms apart from the base form and infinitive: a
form ending in -s (walks), a form ending in -ing (walking), and a form
ending in -ed (walked).

» French verbs have many more forms than this, which are made up of
endings added to a stem. The stem of a verb can usually be worked out
from the infinitive.

» French verb endings change, depending on who you are talking about: je
(I, tu (you), il/elle/on (he/she/one) in the singular, or nous (we), vous (you)
and ils/elles (they) in the plural. French verbs also have different forms
depending on whether you are referring to the present, future or past.
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» Some verbs in French do not follow the normal rules, and are called
irregular verbs. These include some very common and important verbs like
avoir (meaning to have), étre (meaning to be), faire (meaning to do, to
make) and aller (meaning to go). There is information on many of these
irregular verbs in the following sections.

> For Verb tables, see supplement.

Key points

&/ French verbs have different forms depending on what noun or
pronoun they are used with, and on their tense.

¢/ They are made up of a stem and an ending. The stem is usually
based on the infinitive. ‘

¢ Regular verbs fit into one of three patterns or conjugations:
-er, -ir, or -re verbs.

Q/ Irregular verbs do not follow the normal rules. /
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The present tense

What is the present tense?

The present tense is used to talk about what is true at the moment, what
happens regularly and what is happening now, for example, I'm a student,
| travel to college by train, I'm studying languages.

» You use a verb in the present tense to talk about:

® things that are happening now
It’s raining.
The phone’s ringing.
e things that happen all the time or at certain intervals, or things that you
do as a habit
It always snows in January.
| play football on Saturdays.
® things that are true at the present time:
She’s not very well.
It’s a beautiful house.

» There is more than one way to express the present tense in English. For
example, you can say either / give, | am giving, or occasionally I do give. In
French you use the same form (je donne) for all of these!

» In English you can also use the present tense to talk about something that is
going to happen in the near future. You can do the same in French.

Je vais en France le mois I'm going to France next month.
prochain.

Nous prenons le train de dix We’re getting the ten o’clock train.
heures.

Tip A
Although English sometimes uses parts of the verb to be to form the !

present tense of other verbs (for example, | am listening, she’s
talking), French NEVER uses the verb étre in this way.
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» If an infinitive in French ends in -er, it means the verb belongs to the first
conjugation, for example, donner, aimer, parler.

The present tense: regular -er (first conjugation) verbs Tip ﬂ

je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel (g, ¢, i,
o or u), most words starting with h, and the French word y.

» To know which form of the verb to use in French, you need to work out
what the stem of the verb is and then add the correct ending. The stem of
-er verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive and
chopping off -er.

({] Note that there are a few regular -er verbs that are spelled slightly
differently from the way you might expect.

Infinitive Stem (without -er) T For more information on Spelling changes in -er verbs, see page 78.
donner (to give) donn-
aimer (to like, to love) aim- Key points '
parler (to speak, to talk) parl- +/ Verbs ending in -er belong to the first conjugation and form their
present tense stem by losing the -er from the infinitive.
» Now you know how to find the stem of a verb, you can add the correct ‘ ¢/ The present tense endings for -er verbs are:
ending. Which one you choose will depend on whether you are referring to - -e, -es, -e, -ons, -ez, -ent.

je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

> For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

> Here are the present tense endings for -er verbs:

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. donn-

je (") -e je donne I give

| am giving
tu -es tu donnes you give

you are giving
il -e il donne he/she/it/one gives
elle elle donne he/she/it/one is
on on donne giving
nous -ons nous donnons we give

we are giving
vous -ez vous donnez you give

you are giving
ils -ent ils donnent they give
elles elles donnent they are giving

Marie regarde la télé. Marie is watching TV.

Le train arrive a deux heures. The train arrives at 2 o’clock.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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The present tense: regular -ir (second conjugation) 1’ Ti
verbs ‘ x vp _

je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most .
> If an infinitive ends in -ir, it means the verb belongs to the second words starting with h, and the French word y. //\J

conjugation, for example, finir, choisir, remplir.

» The nous and vous forms of -ir verbs have an extra syllable.
tu fi|nis (two syllables)
vous fi|ni|ssez  (three syllables)

> The stem of -ir verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive
and chopping off -ir.

Infinitive Stem (without -ir)
finir (to finish) fin- Key points v
chois- +/ Verbs ending in -ir belong to the second conjugation and form
their present tense stem by losing the -ir from the infinitive.
¢/ The present tense endings for -ir verbs are:
-is, -is, -it, -issons, -issez, -issent.
 Remember the extra syllable in the nous and vous forms.

choisir (to choose)

remplir (to fill, to fill in) rempl-

» Now add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to je,
tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

> For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

> Here are the present tense endings for -ir verbs:

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, e.g. fin- Meanings
je (i) -is je finis | finish
I am finishing
tu -is tu finis you finish
you are finishing
il -it il finit he/she/it/one
elle elle finit finishes
on on finit he/she/it/one is
finishing
nous 1| -issons nous finissons we finish
we are finishing
vous -issez vous finjssez you finish
you are finishing
ils -issent ils finissent they finish
elles elles finissent they are finishing

Le cours finit 4 onze heures.

Je finis mes devoirs.

The lesson finishes at eleven o’clock.

I'm finishing my homework.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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The present tense: regular -re (third conjugation) verbs

> If an infinitive ends in -re, it means the verb belongs to the third
conjugation, for example, attendre, vendre, entendre.

» The stem of -re verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive
and chopping off -re.

Infinitive Stem (without -re)
attendre (to wait) attend-

vendre (to sell) vend-

entendre (to hear) entend-

» Now add the correct ending, depending on whether you are referring to
je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

> For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

» Here are the present tense endings for -re verbs:
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je changes to j in front of a word starting with a vowel, most
words starting with h, and the French word y.

Key points 7
«/ Verbs ending in -re belong to the third conjugation and form
their present tense stem by losing the -re from the infinitive.
o/ The present tense endings for -re verbs are:
-s, -s, -, -ons, -ez, -ent.

AN

4

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. attend-

je (i -s j'attends | wait

| am waiting
tu -s tu attends you wait

you are waiting
il - il attend he/she/it/one waits
elle elle attend he/she/it/one is
on on attend waiting
nous -ons nous attendons we wait

we are waiting
vous -ez vous attendez you wait

you are waiting
ils -ent ils attendent they wait
elles elles attendent they are waiting

J'attends ma soceur.

Chaque matin nous attendons

le train ensemble.

I'm waiting for my sister.
Every morning we wait for the train
together.
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The present tense: spelling changes in -er verbs

» Learning the patterns shown on pages 72-73 means you can now work out
the forms of most -er verbs. A few verbs, though, involve a small spelling
change. This is usually to do with how a word is pronounced. In the tables
below the form(s) with the irregular spelling is/are underlined.

Verbs ending in -cer

» With verbs such as lancer (meaning to throw), which end in -cer, ¢
becomes ¢ before an a or an o. This is so the letter c is still pronounced as
in the English word ice.

Pronoun Example verb: lancer
je lance

tu lances

il lance

elle

on

nous lancons

vous lancez

ils lancent

elles

[2] Verbs ending in -ger

» With verbs such as manger (meaning to eat), which end in -ger, g
becomes ge before an a or an o. This is so the letter g is still pronounced
like the s in the English word leisure.

| Pronoun Example verb: manger
je mange
tu manges
il mange
elle
on
nous mangeons
vous mangez
ils mangent
elles
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3| Verbs ending in -eler

» With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the |
doubles before -e, -es and -ent. The double consonant (ll) affects the
pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel
sound at the end of the English word teacher, but in appelle the first e
sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: appeler
i’ appelle

tu appelles

il appelle

elle

on

nous appelons

vous appelez

ils appellent

elles

» The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler
(meaning to peel), which change in the same way as lever (see page 81).

» Verbs like this are sometimes called ‘1, 2, 3, 6 verbs’ because they change
in the first person singular (je), second person singular (tu), and third
person singular and plural (il/elle/on and ils/elles).

4| Verbs ending in -eter

» With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), which end in -eter, the t
doubles before -e, -es and -ent. The double consonant (tt) affects the
pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in jette the first e sounds like
the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: jeter
je jette

tu jettes

il jette

elle

on

nous jetons

vous jetez

ils jettent
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:‘ » The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which » With verbs such as espérer (meaning to hope), régler (meaning to adjust)
ghanges in e same way as laver (see page 317, and préférer (meaning to prefer), é changes to & before the consonant +
» Verbs like this are sometimes called ‘1, 2, 3, 6 verbs'. -e, -es and -ent.
daiet I b: é
(5] Verbs ending in -ver Pronoun Example verb: espérer
i' espere
» With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), which end in -yer, the y tu espéres
changes to i before -e, -es and -ent. m espére
Pronoun Example verb: nettoyer elle
on
- e
e = oge nous espérons
.tu netto!es Vo espérez
:IIe hettoie ils esperent
elles
on
nous pettoyans » Verbs like this are sometimes called ‘1, 2, 3, 6 verbs’.
vous nettoyez
ils nettoient P Key points
elles ¢ In verbs ending in -cer and -ger:

c > ¢cand g — ge in the nous form.
¢/ In verbs ending in -eler and -eter:
1 ~> Il and t — tt in all but the nous and vous forms.

; . , ; : ¢/ In verbs ending in -yer:
» Verbs like this are sometimes called ‘1, 2, 3, 6 verbs'. j y ~»iinall but the nous and vous forms (optional in -ayer verbs).

» Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer
(meaning to try), can be spelled with either a y or an i. So je paie and
je paye, for example, are both correct.

[6] Changes involving accents

» With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and
acheter (meaning to buy), e changes to & before the consonant + -e, -es
and -ent. The accent changes the pronunciation too. In lever the first e
sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English word teacher, but in
leve and so on the first e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: lever

je leve

tu leves

il leve

elle

on

nous levons

vous levez

ils léevent |
elles

For further explanation of gr tical terms, pl see pages vili-xii.




82 VERBS VERBS 83

: The present tense: irregular verbs

‘ » Some verbs in French do not follow the normal rules. These verbs include

3| The present tense of faire

Pronoun faire Meaning: to do, to make
: some very common and important verbs like avoir (meaning to have), étre je fais | do/make
(meaning to be), faire (meaning to do, to make) and aller (meaning to go). | | am doing/making
The present tense of these four verbs is given in full below. tu fais you do/make
you are doing/making
>  For Verb tables, see supplement. il fait he/she/it/one does/makes
‘ elle he/she/it/one is doing/making
The present tense of avoir on
nous faisons we do/make
Pronoun avoir Meaning: to have we are doing/making
i ai | have vous faites you do/make
tu as you have you are doing/making
il a he/she/it/one has ils font they do/make
ik elles they are doing/making
on
nous avons we have Je fais un gateau. I’'m making a cake.
vous avez you have Qu'est-ce que tu fais? What are you doing?
ils ont they have Il fait chaud. It's hot.
elles It doesn’t matter.

Ca ne fait rien.

| have two sisters.
He has blue eyes.
She’s three.

J'ai deux soeurs.
Il a les yeux bleus.
Elle a trois ans.

‘4| The present tense of aller

? o 1 5 Pronoun aller Meaning: to go
Qu’est-ce qu’il y a? What's the matter? e Tt lgo
| am going
The present tense of étre iy vas you go
= . you are going
Pronoun étre Meaning: to be i o= he/she/it/one goes
je suis lam elle he/she/it/one is going
tu es you are on
il est he/she/it/one is nous allons we go
elle we are going
= vous allez you go
nous sommes we are you are going
vous étes you are ils vont they go
ils sont they are elles they are going
elles
Je vais a Londres. I'm going to London.
Je suis heureux. I'm happy. ‘Comment allez-vous?’ - ‘Je ‘How are you?’ - ‘I'm fine.’
Mon pére est instituteur. My father’s a primary school vais bien’

teacher.

‘Comment ¢a va?’ - ‘Ca va bien." ‘How are you?’ — ‘I'm fine.’
It’s two o’clock.

Il est deux heures.
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[5] lrregular -ir verbs

» Many irregular verbs that end in -ir, such as partir (meaning to go) and
tenir (meaning to hold), have a common pattern in the singular. The je and
tu forms often end in -s, and the il/elle/on form often ends in -t.

Pronoun partir tenir
je pars tiens
tu ‘ pars tiens
il/elle/on part tient
Je pars demain. I’'m leaving tomorrow.
Elle tient le bébé.  She is holding the baby.

> For Verb tables, see supplement.

Key points
¢/ Some very important French verbs are irregular, including avoir,
étre, faire and aller. They are worth learning in full.

¢/ The -s, -s, -t pattern occurs frequently in irregular -ir verbs.

VERrBS 85

The imperative

What is the imperative?
An imperative is a form of the verb used when giving orders and
instructions, for example, Shut the door!; Sit down!; Don't go!

1| Using the imperative

» In French, there are two forms of the imperative that are used to give
instructions or orders to someone. These correspond to tu and vous.

v For more information on the difference between tu and vous, see page 43.

» There is also a form of the imperative that corresponds to nous. This means
the same as let’s in English. It is not used as often as the tu and vous forms.

2| Forming the present tense imperative

» For regular verbs, the imperative is the same as the tu, nous and vous
forms of the present tense, except that you do not say the pronouns tu,
nous and vous. Also, in the tu form of -er verbs like donner, the final -s
is dropped.

Pronoun | -er verbs: | Meaning| -ir verbs: | Meaning | -re verbs: |Meaning
donner finir attendre
tu donne give finis finish attends wait
nous donnons |let’s give | finissons | let’s finish| attendons | let’s wait
vous donnez give finissez | finish attendez |wait
Donne-moi ¢a! Give me that!
Finissez vos devoirs et allez Finish your homework and go to
vous coucher. bed.
Attendons le bus. Let’s wait for the bus.

Tip /i
When a tu imperative comes before en or y, the final -s is kept to .
make the words easier to pronounce. The s is pronounced like the z .
in the English word zip:

Vas-y! Go on!

Donnes-en a ton frére. Give some to your brother.
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(3] Where to put the object pronoun

» An object pronoun is a word like la (meaning her/it), me/moi (meaning
me) or leur (meaning to them) that is used instead of a noun as the object
of a sentence. In orders and instructions, the position of these object
pronouns in the sentence changes depending on whether you are telling
someone TO DO something or NOT TO DO something.

> For more information on Object pronouns, see page 47.

> If you are telling someone NOT TO DO something, you put the object
pronouns BEFORE the verb.
Ne me dérange pas.
Ne leur parlons pas.
Ne le regardez pas.

Don't disturb me.
Let’s not speak to them.
Don’t look at him/it.

> If you are telling someone TO DO something, you put the object pronouns
AFTER the verb and join the two words with a hyphen. The word order is
the same as in English.

Excusez-moi. Excuse me.
Aide-nous. Help us.
Attendons-la. Let’s wait for her/it.

» Orders and instructions telling someone to do something may contain

direct object and indirect object pronouns. When this happens, the
pronouns go in this order:

DIRECT INDIRECT
le moi
la BEFORE toi
les lui
nous
vous
leur

Préte-les moi! Lend them to me! or Lend me them!
Donnez-la-nous!  Give it to us! or Give us it!

>  For imperatives using Reflexive verbs, see page 90.

4| Imperative forms of irregular verbs

» avoir (meaning to have), &tre (meaning to be), savoir (meaning to know)
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and vouloir (meaning to want) have irregular imperative forms.

Pronoun avoir étre savoir vouloir
tu aie sois sache veuille
nous ayons soyons sachons veuillons
vous ayez soyez sachez veuillez
Sois sage. Be good.
Veuillez fermer la porte. Please shut the door.
Key points ‘ ‘ ‘ \

¢/ The imperative has three forms: tu, nous and vous.

o/ The forms are the same as the tu, nous and vous forms of the
present tense, except that the fmal -5 is dropped in the tu form of
-er verbs.

+/ Object pronouns go before the verb when ybu are telling
someone not to do something, but after the verb with a hyphen
when you are telling someone to do something. i

¢/ _avoir, étre, savoir and vouloir have irregular lmperatwe forms. /
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Qu’est-ce qui se passe? What's happening?
Le soleil se léve a cing heures. The sun rises at five o’clock.
Asseyez-vous! Sit down!

[{] Note that se and s’ are very rarely translated as himself and so on in
English.

Reflexive verbs

y A reflexive verb is one where the subject and object are the same, and
= where the action ‘reflects back’ on the subject. It is used with a reflexive
pronoun such as myself, yourself and herself in English, for example, |
washed myself: He shaved himself.

What is a reflexive verb? i
|

» Some French verbs can be used with a reflexive pronoun or without a
reflexive pronoun, for example, the verbs appeler and s'appeler, and
arréter and s’arréter. Sometimes, however, their meaning may change.

Call the dog.

Using reflexive verbs

» In French, reflexive verbs are much more common than in English, and
many are used in everyday French. They are shown in dictionaries as se plus
the infinitive (se means himself, herself, itself, themselves or oneself). se is

f called a reflexive pronoun.

Appelle le chien.
Je m’appelle Jacques. I'm called Jacques.

il arréte le moteur. He switches off the engine.

Elle s’arréte devant une vitrine. She stops in front of a shop window.

2| Forming the present tense of reflexive verbs

» To use a reflexive verb in French, you need to decide which reflexive
pronoun to use. The forms shown in brackets in the table are used before
a word starting with a vowel, most words starting with h, or the French

se changes to s’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most ﬂJ
words starting with h, and the French word y. /\j 1

word y.
> Reflexive verbs are often used to describe things you do (to yourself) every : : :
day or that involve a change of some sort (going to bed, sitting down, Sufffect prenctin Reflexnjle e s sl
getting angry, going to sleep). Some of the most common French reflexive e mer{in) el
verbs are listed here: b te(t) Joursl
il se (s") himself
s’amuser to play, to enjoy oneself elle herself
s’appeler to be called on itself
s'arréter to stop gpesell
s'asseoir to sit down i i Quipdlie s
se baigner to go swimming e oyl o e
yourselves (plural)
se coucher to go to bed is se (s) themselves
se dépécher to hurry elles
s’habiller to get dressed : o
s'intéresser a quelque chose to be interested in something Je me léve tét. I get up e.arly.
se laver to wash, to have a wash Elle s’habille. SHes getiing dliesied] :
SRl to get up, to rise, to stand up IIS_M beaucoup aux They're very interested in animals.
se passer to take place, to happen, to go ARRORE:
se promener to go for a walk
se rappeler to remember
se réveiller to wake up
se trouver to be (situated)
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» The present tense forms of a reflexive verb work in just the same way as an
ordinary verb, except that the reflexive pronoun is used as well.

Reflexive forms Meaning

je me lave | wash (myself)

tu te laves you wash (yourself)
il se lave he washes (himself)
elle se lave she washes (herself)
| on se lave it washes (itself)

one washes (oneself)

we wash (ourselves)

you wash (yourself) (singular)
you wash (yourselves) (plural)
they wash (themselves)

nous nous lavons

vous vous lavez

ils se lavent
elles se lavent

» Some reflexive verbs, such as s'asseoir (meaning to sit down), are irregular.
Some of these irregular verbs are shown in the Verb tables.

> For Verb tables, see supplement.

(3] Where to put the reflexive pronoun

» In the present tense, the reflexive pronoun almost always comes BEFORE
the verb.
Je me couche tot.
Comment t'appelles-tu?

| go to bed early.
What's your name?

» When telling someone NOT TO DO something, you put the reflexive
pronoun BEFORE the verb as usual.
Ne te léve pas.
Ne vous habillez pas.

Don’t get up.
Don't get dressed.

» When telling someone TO DO something, you put the reflexive pronoun
AFTER the verb and join the two words with a hyphen.
Leve-toi! Get up!
Dépéchez-vous! Hurry up!
Habillons-nous. Let's get dressed.
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Tip /i

When you are telling someone TO DO something, te or t’ )

changes to toi. §
Assieds-toi. Sit down.

When you-are telling someone NOT TO DO something, te or t'is
used, not toi.
Don't get up. //\

Ne te léve pas.
v For more information on the Imperative, see page 85.

4| Each other and one another

» We use each other in English when we are talking about two people, and
one another when we are talking about three or more people. The French
reflexive pronouns nous, vous and se can all mean two or more people.

Nous nous parlons tous les We speak to each other every day.
jours.

On se voit demain? Shall we see each other tomorrow?
Les trois pays se ressemblent  The three countries are really like

beaucoup. one another.

; ‘ Key points
/A reflexive verb is made up of a reflexive pronoun and a verb.
¢/ The reflexive pronouns are: me, te, se, nous, vous, se (m/, t’ s,
nous, vous, s’ before a vowel, most words beginning with h and
the French word y).
o/ The reflexive pronoun comes before the verb, except when you
are telling someone to do somethmg
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The imperfect tense

What is the imperfect tense?

The imperfect tense is one of the verb tenses used to talk about the past,
especially in descriptions, and to say what used to happen, for example,

I used to walk to school; It was sunny at the weekend.

Using the imperfect tense
» The imperfect tense is used:
® to describe what things were like and how people felt in the past
| was very sad when she left.
It was pouring with rain.

® to say what used to happen or what you used to do regularly in the past

We used to get up very early in those days.
| never used to like milk.

® to indicate things that were happening or something that was true when
something else took place
| was watching TV when the phone rang.

As we were looking out of the window, we saw someone walk across
the lawn.

Note that if you want to talk about an event or action that took place
and was completed in the past, you use the perfect tense.

> For more information on the Perfect tense, see page 111.

» You can often recognize an imperfect tense in English because it uses a
form like were looking or was raining. The words used to also show an
imperfect tense.

Tip

Remember that you NEVER use the verb étre to translate was or

the French verb ending instead.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

were in forms like was raining or were looking and so on. You chan%ﬁn,
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2| Forming the imperfect tense of -er verbs

» To form the imperfect tense of -er verbs, you use the same stem of the verb
as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on
whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils orelles.

Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g.donn-

je (i -ais je donnais I gave

| was giving

| used to give
tu -ais tu donnais you gave

you were giving

you used to give
il -ait il donnait he/she/it/one gave
elle elle donnait he/she/it/one was giving
on on donnait he/she/it/one used to give
nous -ions nous donnions we gave

we were giving

we used to give
vous -iez vous donnjez you gave

you were giving

you used to give
ils -aient ils donnaient they gave
elles elles donnaient they were giving

they used to give

Il portait toujours un grand

chapeau noir.

Nous habitions a Paris a cette
époque.

He always wore a big black hat.

We were living in Paris at that time.

Pour gagner un peu d’argent, je To earn a little money | used to

donnais des cours de francais.

give French lessons.

Tip

je changes to j in front of a word starting with a vowel, most ﬂ
words starting with h, and the French word y. /\I




94 VERBS

[3] Forming the imperfect tense of -ir verbs

» To form the imperfect tense of -ir verbs, you use the same stem of the verb
as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on
whether you are referring to je, tuy, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.

Pronoun | Ending Add to stem, e.g. fin- Meanings
je () -issais je finissais | finished
1 was finishing
| used to finish
tu -issais tu finissais you finished
you were finishing
you used to finish
il -issait il finissait he/she/it/one finished
elle elle finissait he/she/it/one was finishing
on on finissait he/she/it/one used to finish
nous -issions nous finissions we finished
we were finishing
we used to finish
vous -issiez vous finissiez you finished
you were finishing
you used to finish
ils -issaient ils finissaient they finished
elles elles finissaient they were finishing
they used to finish

Il finissait souvent ses devoirs

avant le diner.

Cet aprés-midi-la ils
choisissaient une bague de

fiancailles.

He often finished his homework
before dinner.

That afternoon they were choosing
an engagement ring.

[4] Forming the imperfect tense of -re verbs

» To form the imperfect tense of -re verbs, you use the same stem of the verb
as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on
whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.
These endings are the same as for -er verbs.
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Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
e.g. attend-

i G -ais j'attendais | waited

| was waiting

I used to wait
tu -ais tu attendais you waited

you were waiting

you used to wait
il -ait il attendait he/she/it/one waited
elle elle attendait he/she/it/one was waiting
on on attendait he/she/it/one used to wait|
nous -ions nous attendions we waited

we were waiting

we used to wait
vous -iez vous attendiez you waited

you were waiting

you used to wait
ils -aient ils attendaient they waited
elles elles attendaient they were waiting

they used to wait

Christine m’attendait tous les

soirs a la sortie.

Je vivais seule aprés mon

divorce.

5| Spelling changes in -er verbs
» As with the present tense, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly

Christine used to wait for me every

evening at the exit.

I was living alone after my divorce.

when they are used in the imperfect tense. The forms with spelling changes
have been underlined in the tables.

» With verbs such as lancer (meaning to throw), which end in -cer, ¢

becomes ¢ before an a or an o. This is so that the letter cis still pronounced

as in the English word ice.

Pronoun Example verb: lancer
je lancais

tu lancais

il lancait

elle

on

nous lancions

vous lanciez

ils lancaient

elles
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» With verbs such as manger (meaning to eat), which end in -ger, g

becomes ge before an a or an o. This is so the letter g is still pronounced

like the s in the English word leisure.

Pronoun Example verb: manger
je mangeais

tu mangeais

il mangeait

elle

on

nous mangions

vous mangiez

ils mangeaient

elles

» These verbs follow the 1,2,3,6 pattern. That is, they change in the first,
second and third person singular, and in the third person plural.

[6] Reflexive verbs in the imperfect tense
» The imperfect tense of reflexive verbs is formed just as for ordinary verbs,

except that you add the reflexive pronoun (me, te, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject Reflexive Example with Meaning
pronoun pronoun laver
je me (m’) lavais | washed
| was washing
| used to wash
tu te (t) lavais you washed
you were washing
you used to wash
il se (s') lavait he/she/it/one washed
elle he/she/it/one was washing
on he/she/it/one used to wash
nous nous lavions we washed
we were washing
we used to wash
vous vous laviez you washed
you were washing
you used to wash
ils se (s') lavaient they washed
elles they were washing
they used to wash

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Tip

me changes to m’, te to t’ and se to s’ before a vowel, most
words starting with h and the French word y.

4
4

7| Irregular verbs in the imperfect tense

» The only verb that is irregular in the imperfect tense is étre.

Pronoun étre Meaning
i étais | was
tu étais you were
il était he/she/it/one was
elle
on
nous étions we were
vous étiez you were
ils étaient they were
elles

J’étais heureux. I was happy.

Mon pére était instituteur.

My father was a primary school
teacher.

Key points

Q/ étre is irregular in the imperfect tense.

¢/ The imperfect tense endings for -er and -re verbs are:
-ais, -ais, -ait, -ions, -iez, -aient.

¢ The imperfect tense endings for -ir verbs are:
-issais, -issais, -issait, -issions, -issiez, -|ssa|ent

¢ In verbs endmg in -cer and - -ger:
c ~ ¢ and g — ge in all but the nous and vous forms.

D

\/ 1
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The future tense

What is the future tense?

The future tense is a verb tense used to talk about something that will
happen or will be true.
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[{] Note that apart from the nous and vous forms, the endings are the
same as the present tense of avoir.

I+ For the present tense of avoir, see page 82.

Using the future tense Pronoun | Ending Add to stem, e.g. Meanings
> In English the future tense is often shown by will or its shortened form Il flonner-' f“?m' Ll e
. ;i je (" -ai je donnerai I will give
What will you do? B i
. je finirai I will finish
The weather will be warm and dry tomorrow. j’attendrai I will wait
He!ll be here soon. tu -as tu donneras you will give
I’ll give you a call. tu finiras you will finish
: . tu attendras you will wait
> Just as in Engllsh, you can use the p'resent tense in French to refer to il -a il/elle/on donnera he/she/it/one will give
something that is going to happen in the future. elle il/elle/on finira he/she/it/one will finish
Je prends le train de dix heures. I'm taking the ten o’clock train. on il/elle/on attendra he/she/it/one will wait
Nous allons a Paris la semaine We're going to Paris next week nous -ons nous donnerons we will give
prochaine. : nous finirons we will finish
1 nous attendrons we will wait
> In Engll§h we often use going to followed by an infinitive to talk about vous -ez vous donnerez you will give
something that will happen in the immediate future. You can use the vous finirez o il finish
French verb aller (meaning to go) followed by an infinitive in the same way. vous attendrez youiwillwait
Tu vas tomber si tu continues. You're going to fall if you carry on ils -ont ils/elles donneront they will give
Il va manguer le train Hels ooimento s th . i elles ils/elles finiront they will finish
va manquer going to miss the train. ils/elles attendront they will wait

She’ll give you my address.
The lesson will finish at eleven

Tl'/p ' ﬂ Elle te donnera mon adresse.

Le cours finira a2 onze heures.

Remember that French has no direct equivalent of the word will in " o’clock
verb forms like will rain or will look and so on. You change the Frer% - '

verb ending instead to form the future tense. :\qus ’t’attendrons devant Ws;ll wait for you in front of the
e cinéma. cinema.

[2] Forming the future tense y
Tip ﬂ

» To fo i . . :
r!n 'th‘e. future tense in French, you use: je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most words !
e the infinitive of -er and -ir verbs, for example, donner, finir starting with h, and the French word y. /\i

e the infinitive without the final e of -re verbs: for example, attendr- |

» Then add the correct ending to the stem, depending on whether you are @ Spelling changes in -er verbs [

talking about je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles. Th i “
the same for -er, -ir ar'1d -re ver’bs. ' ' - e SEagRar » As with the present and imperfect tenses, a few -er verbs change their |

spellings slightly in the future tense. The forms with spelling changes have ‘1
been underlined in the tables. |

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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» With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the
| doubles throughout the future tense. The double consonant (ll) affects
the pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel
sound at the end of the English word teacher, but in appellerai the first

e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: appeler
i appellerai

tu appelleras

il appellera

elle

on

nous appellerons

vous appellerez

ils appelleront

elles

> The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler
(meaning to peel), which change in the same way as lever (see page 107).

> With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), that end in -eter, the t
doubles throughout the future tense. The double consonant (tt) affects the
pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in jetterai the first e sounds like

the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: jeter
je jetterai

tu jetteras

il jettera

elle

on

nous jetterons

vous jetterez

ils jetteront

elles

» The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which

changes in the same way as lever (see page 101).

see viii-xii.

For further explanation of gr: tical terms, pl

ray
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» With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), that end in -yer, the y
changes to i throughout the future tense.

| Pronoun Example verb: nettoyer
: je nettoierai

tu nettoieras

il nettoiera

elle

on

nous nettoierons

vous nettoierez

ils nettoieront

elles

» Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer
(meaning to try), can be spelled with either ay or an i. So je paierai and
je payerai, for example, are both correct.

» With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and
acheter (meaning to buy), e changes to & throughout the future tense. In
lever the first e sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English
word teacher, but in leverai and so on the first e sounds like the one in
the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: lever

je léverai

tu leveras

il levera

elle

on

nous léverons

vous léverez ‘
ils léveront |
elles ’
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(4] Reflexive verbs in the future tense

> The future tense of reflexive verbs is formed in just the same way as for
ordinary verbs, except that you have to remember to give the reflexive
pronoun (me, se, nous, vous, se).

Subject Reflexive Example with Meaning
pronoun pronoun laver
je me (m’) laverai I will wash
tu te (t) laveras you will wash
il se (s') lavera he/she/it/one will wash
elle
on
nous nous laverons we will wash
vous vous laverez you will wash
ils se (s') laveront they will wash
elles
Tip
me changes to m’, te to t’ and se to s’ before a vowel, most words”
starting with h and the French word y. /\

(5] Irregular verbs in the future tense

» There are some verbs that do not use their infinitives as the stem for the

future tense, including avoir, étre, faire and aller, which are shown in full

on pages 103-104.

» Other irregular verbs include:

Verb |Meaning |je

tu il/elle/on| nous

vous ils/elles

devoir |to have |devrai |devras |devra devrons |devrez |devront
to, must

pouvoir|to be able | pourrai | pourras |pourra |pourrons |pourrez |pourront
to, can

savoir |to know |[saurai |sauras |saura saurons |saurez |sauront

tenir | to hold tiendrai | tiendras |tiendra |tiendrons |tiendrez |tiendront

venir [to come |viendrai |viendras |viendra |viendrons |viendrez|viendront

voir to see verrai verras |verra verrons |verrez |verront

vouloir [to want |voudrai |voudras [voudra |voudrons |voudrez |voudront
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» |l faut becomes il faudra (meaning it will be necessary to).

» Il pleut becomes il pleuvra (meaning it will rain).

» This is the future tense of avoir:

Meaning: to have

Pronoun avoir

i aurai | will have

tu auras you will have

il aura he/she/it/one will have
elle

on

nous aurons we will have

vous aurez you will have

ils auront they will have

elles

» This is the future tense of étre:

Pronoun étre Meaning: to be

je serai 1 will be

tu seras you will be

il sera he/she/it/one will be
elle ‘ L

on

nous serons we will be

vous serez you will be

ils seront they will be

elles

» This is the future tense of faire:

Pronoun faire Meaning: to do, to make
je ferai 1 will do/make

tu feras you will do/make

il fera he/she/it/one will do/make
elle

on

nous ferons we will do/make

vous ferez you will do/make

ils feront they will do/make

elles




VErBs 105
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» This is the future tense of aller: The conditional
Rronou aller Meaning: to go What is the conditional?
j irai I will go The conditional is a verb form used to talk about things that would
tu iras you will go happen or that would be true under certain conditions, for example, |
il ira he/she/it/one will go would help you if I could.
elle It is also used to say what you would like or need, for example, Could you
on give me the bill?
nous irons we will go 3
vous irez you will go 1| Using the conditional
ils iront h i
ailas k i b bl » You can often recognize a conditional in English by the word would or its
shortened form ‘d.
| would be sad if you left.
> For Verb tables, see supplement. If you asked him, he’d help you.
» You use the conditional for:
Key POl \ e asking for something formally and politely, especially in shops
¢/ You can use a present tense in French to talk about something : ; 4
Id like a kilo of pears, please.

that will happen or be true in the future, just as in English.
¢ You can use aller with an infinitive to refer to things that will
happen in the immediate future.

® saying what you would like
Id like to go to the United States.

¢/ The stem is the same as the infinitive for -er, -ir and -re verbs, e making a suggestion
except that the final -e of -re verbs is lost. ‘ | could come and pick you up.
v Tai';e' faustur: tense endings are the same for -er, -ir and -re verbs: e giving advice
P 0 80 -ont. You should say you’re sorry.
¢/ In verbs ending in -eler and -eter:

| - Il and t — tt throughout the future tense. v
¢ In verbs ending in -yer: ' Tip
y — i throughout the future tense (optional in -ayer verbs).
¢/ Some verbs are irregular in the future tense. It is worth learning

k these in full.

would be, would like, would help and so on. You change the French
verb ending instead.

There is no direct French translation of would in verb forms like /\lﬂ ‘

2| Forming the conditional

» To form the conditional in French, you have to use:
e the infinitive of -er and -ir verbs, for example, donner-, finir-
e the infinitive without the final e of -re verbs, for example, attendr-

» Then add the correct ending to the stem, depending on whether you are
talking about je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles. The endings are

the same for all verbs. In fact, they are the same as the -er and -re endings
for the IMPERFECT TENSE, but the stem is the same as the FUTURE TENSE.

. ] > For more information on the Imperfect tense and the Future tense, see pages
For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii. 92 and 98
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Pronoun Ending Add to stem, e.g. Meanings
donner-, finir-, attendr-
je (i) -ais je donnerais | would give
je finirais | would finish
j'attendrais I would wait
tu -ais tu donnerais you would give
tu finirais you would finish
tu attendrais you would wait
il -ait il/elle/on donnerait he/she/it/one would give
elle il/elle/on finirait he/she/it/one would finish
on il/elle/on attendrait he/she/it/one would wait
nous -ions nous donnerions we would give
nous finirions we would finish
nous attendrions we would wait
vous -iez vous donneriez you would give
vous finiriez you would finish
vous attendriez you would wait
ils -aient ils/elles donneraient they would give
elles ils/elles finiraient they would finish
ils/elles attendraient they would wait

J'aimerais aller aux Etats Unis.

Id like to go to the United States.

Tip

je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most
words starting with h, and the French word y.

(£] Note that you have to be careful not to mix up the future tense and

the conditional. They look very similar.
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3| Spelling changes in -er verbs

» As with the future tense, a few -er verbs change their spellings slightly in
the conditional. The forms with spelling changes have been underlined in
the tables below.

» With verbs such as appeler (meaning to call), which end in -eler, the |
doubles throughout the conditional. The double consonant (ll) affects the
pronunciation of the word. In appeler, the first e sounds like the vowel
sound at the end of the English word teacher, but in appellerais the first
e sounds like the one in the English word pet.

Pronoun Example verb: appeler
)i appellerais

tu appellerais

il appellerait

elle :

on

nous appellerions

vous appelleriez

ils appelleraient

elles

» The exceptions to this rule are geler (meaning to freeze) and peler
(meaning to peel), which change in the same way as lever (see page 108).

» With verbs such as jeter (meaning to throw), which end in -eter, the t
doubles throughout the conditional. The double consonant (tt) affects the
pronunciation of the word. In jeter, the first e sounds like the vowel sound
at the end of the English word teacher, but in jetterais the first e sounds
like the one in the English word pet.

FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je donnerai je donnerais
je finirai je finirais
j'attendrai j'attendrais
j'aimerai j'aimerais

je voudrai je voudrais

je viendrai je viendrais

je serai je serais

Pronoun Example verb: jeter
je jetterais

tu jetterais

il jetterait

elle

on

nous jetterions

vous jetteriez

ils jetteraient

elles

» The exceptions to this rule include acheter (meaning to buy), which

changes in the same way as lever (see page 108).
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» With verbs such as nettoyer (meaning to clean), that end in -yer, the y

changes to i throughout the conditional.

‘4] Reflexive verbs in the conditional
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» The conditional of reflexive verbs is formed in just the same way as for
ordinary verbs, except that you have to remember to give the reflexive

Pronoun Example verb: nettoyer
je nettoierais

tu nettoierais

il nettoierait

elle

on

nous nettoierions

vous nettoieriez

ils nettoieraient

elles

» Verbs ending in -ayer, such as payer (meaning to pay) and essayer
(meaning to try), can be spelled with either a'y or an i. So je paierais and
je payerais, for example, are both correct.

» With verbs such as lever (meaning to raise), peser (meaning to weigh) and
acheter (meaning to buy), e changes to & throughout the conditional. In
lever the first e sounds like the vowel sound at the end of the English word
teacher, but in léverais and so on the first e sounds like the one in the
English word pet.

pronoun (me, te, se, nous, vous, se).
Subject Reflexive Example Meaning
pronoun pronoun with laver
je me (m’) laverais | would wash
tu te (t) laverais you would wash
il se (s') laverait he/she/it would wash
elle
on
nous nous laverions we would wash
vous vous laveriez you would wash
ils se (s') laveraient they would wash
elles
Top
me changes to m’, te to t’ and se to s’ before a vowel, most words -
starting with h and the French word y. //\ -

5] Irregular verbs in the conditional

» The same verbs that are irregular in the future tense are irregular in the
conditional, including: avoir, étre, faire, aller, devoir, pouvoir, savoir,
tenir, venir, voir, vouloir.

> For more information on Irregular verbs in the future tense, see page 102.

» To form the conditional of an irregular verb, use the same stem as for the

Pronoun Example verb: lever
je léverais

tu leéverais

il léverait

elle

on

nous léverions

vous leveriez

ils leveraient

elles

future tense, for example:
avoir — aur-
étre — ser-
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» Then add the usual endings for the conditional.

Infinitive | Future | Conditional

Conditional form
stem endings :

-ais, -ais, -ait, j'aurais, tu aurais, il/elle/on aurait,
-ions, -iez, -aient nous aurions, vous auriez,
ils/elles auraient

avoir aur-

étre ser- -ais, -ais, -ait, je serais, tu serais, il/elle/on serait,
-jons, -iez, -aient | nous serions, vous seriez,
ils/elles seraient
faire fer- -ais, -ais, -ait, je ferais, tu ferais, il/elle/on ferait
-ions, -iez, -aient nous ferions, vous feriez,
ils/elles feraient
aller ir- -ais, -ais, -ait, jirais, tu irais, il/elle/on irait,

-ions, -iez, -aient nous irions, vous iriez,

ils/elles iraient

J'irais si j'avais le temps. I would go if | had time.
Je voudrais un kilo de poires,  1'd like a kilo of pears, please.
s'il vous plait.

Tu devrais t'excuser. You should say you're sorry.

Key pomts ‘ \
¢/ The conditional endings are the same for -er, -ir and -re verbs
-ais, -ais, -ait, -ions, -iez, -aient. ‘
v The condltlonal endmgs are the same as the endmgs for the ‘
_imperfect tense of -er and -re verbs, but the stem is the same as
the stem of the future tense. ‘
1/ In verbs ending in -eler and -eter:
11l and t > tt throughout the conditional.

¢ In verbs ending in -yer: i
y — i throughout the condmonal (optlonal in -ayer verbs)

¢/ The same verbs that are irregular in the future are irregular in the

conditional. It is worth learning these in full.
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The perfect tense

What is the perfect tense?
The perfect is one of the verb tenses used to talk about the past,
especially about actions that took place and were completed in the past.

1] Using the perfect tense
» You can often recognize a perfect tense in English by a form like / gave,
I have finished.
| gave her my phone number.
| have finished my soup.

that have happened or were true in the past. It is used to talk about
actions that took place and WERE COMPLETED in the past.
Use the imperfect tense for regular events and in most descriptions.

> For more information on the Imperfect tense, see page 92. /"\

2| Forming the perfect tense
» The imperfect, future and conditional tenses in French are made up of just
one word, for example, je donne, tu finissais or il attendra. The perfect
tense has TWO parts to it:
e the present tense of the verb avoir (meaning to have) or étre (meaning
to be)
e a part of the main verb called the past participle, like given, finished and
done in English

» In other words, the perfect tense in French is like the form I have done in
English.

2> For more information on forming the present tense of avoir and étre, see
page 82.

3| Forming the past participle

» To form the past participle of regular verbs, you use the infinitive of the
verb:

Top
The perfect tense is the tense you will need most to talk about thinj
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® For -er verbs, you replace the -er at the end of the infinitive with é.
Infinitive Take off -er Add -é
donner (to give) donn- donné
tomber (to fall) tomb- tombé

® For -ir verbs, you replace

the -ir at the end of the infinitive with -i.

Infinitive Take off -ir Add -i
finir (to finish) fin- fini
partir (to leave, to go) part- parti

® For -re verbs, you replace the -re at the end of the infinitive with -u.

to come down, to get off)

Infinitive Take off -re Add -u
attendre (to wait) attend- attendu
descendre (to go down, descend- descendu

[4] Verbs that form their perfect tense with avoir

» Most verbs form their perfect tense with avoir, for example donner:

Pronoun avoir Past participle Meaning
i’ ai donné | gave
I have given
tu as donné you gave
you have given
il a donné he/she/it/one gave
elle he/she/it/one has given
on
nous avons donné we gave
we have given
vous avez donné you gave
you have given
ils ont donné they gave
elles they have given

Elle a donné son numéro de

téléphone a Claude.

Il a acheté un ordinateur.
Je n’ai pas regardé la télé hier.

She gave Claude her phone number.

He’s bought a computer.
I didn’t watch TV yesterday.
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Tip /
je changes to j in front of a word starting with a vowel, most
words starting with h, and the French word y. /\j

» The perfect tense of -ir verbs like finir is formed in the same way, except for
the past participle: j‘ai fini, tu as fini and so on.

» The perfect tense of -re verbs like attendre is formed in the same way,
except for the past participle: j’ai attendu, tu as attendu and so on.

5| avoir or étre?

» MOST verbs form their perfect tense with avoir; these include donner as
shown on page 112.

» There are two main groups of verbs which form their perfect tense with
étre instead of avoir:

o all reflexive verbs
v For more information on Reflexive verbs, see page 88.

® a group of verbs that are mainly used to talk about movement or a
change of some kind, including these ones:

aller to go

venir to come

arriver to arrive, to happen
partir to leave, to go
descendre to go down, to come down, to get off
monter to go up, to come up
entrer to go in, to come in
sortir to go out, to come out
mourir to die

naitre to be born

devenir to become

rester to stay

tomber to fall

| went to the football match
yesterday.

He’s gone out to buy a newspaper.
Which station did you get off at?

Je suis allé au match de
football hier.

Il est sorti acheter un journal.

Vous étes descendu a quelle
station?




114 VERBs

Grammar Extral

Some of the verbs on the previous page take avoir when they are used with a direct
object, for example:

descendre quelque chose to get something down, to bring
something down, to take something
down
to go up something, to come up
something

to take something out

monter quelque chose

sortir quelque chose

Est-ce que tu as descendu les
bagages?
Elle a monté les escaliers.

Elle a sorti son porte-monnaie de
son sac.

Did you bring the bags down?

She went up the stairs.
She took her purse out of her handbag.

L For more information on Direct objects, see page 47.

[6] Verbs that form their perfect tense with étre

» When a verb takes étre, the past participle ALWAYS agrees with the subject
of the verb; that is, the endings change in the feminine and plural forms.

Masculine Examples Feminine Examples
endings endings
Singular - tombé -e tombée
parti partie
descendu descendue
Plural -s tombés -es tombées
partis parties
descendus descendues

Est-ce ton frére est allé a

I'étranger?

Elle est venue avec nous. She came with us.

lis sont partis a six heures. They left at six o’clock.

Mes cousines sont arrivées hier. My cousins arrived yesterday.
(The cousins are female.)

Did your brother go abroad?

» Here are the perfect tense forms of tomber in full:

Pronoun | avoir Past participle Meaning

je suis tombé (masculine) | fell/l have fallen
tombée (feminine)

tu es tombé (masculine) you fell/you have fallen
tombée (feminine)

il est tombé he/it fell,

he/it has fallen

elle est tombée she/it fell, she/it has fallen

on est tombé (singular) one fell/one has fallen,
tombés (masculine plural) | we fell/we have fallen
tombées (feminine plural)

nous sommes | tombés (masculine) we fell/we have fallen
tombées (feminine)

vous étes tombé (masculine singular) | you fell/you have fallen
tombée (feminine singular)
tombés (masculine plural)
tombées (feminine plural)

ils sont tombés they fell/they have fallen

elles sont tombées they fell/they have fallen

Grammar Extral
When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject of the
sentence, but it is optional.
We arrived late. (masculine)

We both came in at the same time.
(feminine)

On est arrivés en retard.

On est rentrées toutes les deux
a la méme heure.

» The perfect tense of -ir verbs like partir is formed in the same way, except
for the past participle: je suis parti(e), tu es parti(e) and so on.

» The perfect tense of -re verbs like descendre is formed in the same way,
except for the past participle: je suis descendu(e), tu es descendu(e) and
SO on.
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When a verb takes avoir, the past participle usually stays in the masculine singular form,
as shown in the table for donner, and does not change for the feminine or plural forms.
Il a fini sa dissertation.
Elles ont fini leur dissertation.

He’s finished his essay.
They've finished their essay.
In one particular case, however, the past participle of verbs with avoir does change in
the feminine and plural forms. In the sentences above, dissertation is the direct object
of the verb finir. When the direct object comes AFTER the verb, as it does in the
examples above, then the past participle doesn’t change. If the direct object comes
BEFORE the verb, however, the past participle has to change to agree with that direct
object.

la dissertation qu’il a finie hier the essay that he finished yesterday

la dissertation qu’elles ont finie hier the essay that they finished yesterday
Since object pronouns usually come BEFORE the verb, the past participle changes to
agree with the pronoun.

Il a bu son thé? - Oui, il I'a bu. Did he drink his tea? — Yes, he’s drunk it.

Il a bu sa limonade? — Oui, il I’a bue. Did he drink his lemonade? - Yes, he’s
drunk it.

Tip ﬂ
Remember that with verbs taking étre, it is the subject of the verb that el
tells you what ending to add to the past participle. Compare this with the rule |
for verbs taking avoir that have a direct object; in their case, it is the direct

object coming before the verb that tells you what ending to add to

the past participle.
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7] The perfect tense of reflexive verbs

» Here is the perfect tense of the reflexive verb se laver (meaning to wash
(oneself), to have a wash, to get washed) in full. Remember that all reflexive
verbs take étre, and so the past participle of reflexive verbs usually agrees
with the subject of the sentence.

Subject | Reflexive |Present tense | Past participle Meaning
pronoun | pronoun | of étre
je me suis lavé (masculine) | washed myself
lavée (feminine)
tu t e es lavé (masculine) you washed
lavée (feminine) yourself
il s’ est lavé he washed himself
one washed oneself
elle 3 est lavée she washed herself
on s’ est lavé (singular) one washed oneself
lavés we washed
(masculine plural) | ourselves
lavées
(feminine plural)
nous nous sommes lavés (masculine) | we washed
lavées (feminine) | ourselves
vous vous étes lavé you washed
(masculine singular) | yourself (singular)
lavée you washed
(feminine singular) | yourselves (plural)
lavés
(masculine plural)
lavées
(feminine plural)
ils se sont lavés they washed
themselves
elles se sont lavées they washed
themselves
Tip f
When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject 7
of the sentence, but it is optional.
On s’est lavées I'une apres We washed ourselves one after
I"autre. the other. (feminine) //\
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Grammar Extra! Grammar Extral

The past participle of reflexive verbs DOES NOT change if the direct object (la jambe in The pluperfect tense
the example below) FOLLOWS the verb.
Elle s'est cassé la jambe. She’s broken her leg. What [5 the pliperiect tense;

The pluperfect is a verb tense which describes something that had happened or had
been true at a point in the past, for example, I’d forgotten to finish my homework.

Irregular verbs in the perfect tense

. . . i
» Some past participles are irregular. There aren’t too many, so try to learn 1] Using the pluperfect tense

them. » You can often recognize a pluperfect tense in English by a form like / had arrived,
i ) you'd fallen.
avoir (meaning to have) — eu
devoir (meaning to have to, must) — da Elle avait essayé des douzaines She had tried on dozens of jumpers.
dire (meaning to say, to tell) - dit i pu“s'. s i . :
atre (meaning to:6e) S été Nous avions dé.ja comn‘_iepce a We'd f:llready started eating when
fai . 3 y manger quand il est arrivé. he arrived.
aire (meanmg to do, to make) - fa{t J'étais arrivée la premiére. | had arrived first.
mettre (meanlr.\g to put) — mis Mes parents s’étaient couchés tét. My parents had gone to bed early.
pouvoir (meaning to be able to, can) —~ pu
prendre (meaning to take) — pris (2] Forming the pluperfect tense
savoir (meaning to know) - su » Like the perfect tense, the pluperfect tense in French has two parts to it:
tenir (meaning to hold) — tenu @ the imperfect tense of the verb avoir (meaning to have) or étre (meaning to be)
venir (meaning to come) — venu ® the past participle
voir ((neanlng'to see) —vu > If a verb takes avoir in the perfect tense, then it will take avoir in the pluperfect too.
vouloir (meaning to want) — voulu If a verb takes &tre in the perfect, then it will take &tre in the pluperfect too.
> il pleut becomes il a Pll{ (it rained). > For more information on the Imperfect tense and the Perfect tense, see pages 92 and
\ p pag
» il faut becomes il\a fallu (it was necessary). 1.
/ ‘ R (3] Verbs taking avoir
-/ The perfect tense describes things that happened and were . » Here are the pluperfect tense forms of donner (meaning to give) in full.
- _ completed in the past. It is not used for things that happened B : = :
ronoun avoir Past participle Meaning
regularly or in descriptions. = : - s
j avais donné | had given
o/ The perfect tense is formed with the present tense of avoir or & Al donné you had given
étre and a past participle. il avait donné he/she/it/one had given
- ¢/ Most verbs take avoir in the perfect tense. All reflexive verbs and elle
a small group of verbs referring to movement or change take on
etre , nous avions donné we had given
¢/ The past participle ends in -é for -er verbs, in -i for -ir verbs, and b ey denne Yo pad Jen
o uio -re verbs ils avaient donné they had given
elles
& With verbs that take avoir, the past participle does not usuaIIy ; SIS T ; L ]
change With verbs that take étre, |nclud|ng reflexive Verbs the » The pluperfect tense of -ir verbs like finir (meaning to finish) is formed in the same

past participle changes in the feminine and plural. way, except for the past participle: j'avais fini, tu avais fini and so on.

» The pluperfect tense of -re verbs like attendre (meaning to wait) is formed in the
For further explanation of gr tical terms, pl see pages viii-xii. same way, except for the past participle: j'avais attendu, tu avais attendu and so on.
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[4] Verbs taking étre

» Here are the pluperfect tense forms of tomber (meaning to fall) in full. When a verb
takes étre in the pluperfect tense, the past participle always agrees with the subject

VErBs 121

|6] Irregular verbs in the pluperfect tense

» lIrregular past participles are the same as for the perfect tense (see page 118).

of the verb; that is, the endings change in the feminine and plural forms.

Key points

participle.

; “,p, rfact tense.

‘/ The pluperfect tense describes things that had happened or were
~ point in the past. before something else happened. ‘
¢ Itis formed with the lmperfect tense of avoir or etre and the past

o/ The rules for agreement of the past pamctpie are the same as for the

rue ata

Pronoun étre Past participle Meaning
i étais tombé (masculine) | had fallen
tombée (feminine)
tu étais tombé (masculine) you had fallen
tombée (feminine)
il était tombé he/it had fallen
elle était tombée she/it had fallen
on était tombé (singular) one had fallen
! tombés (masculine plural) we had fallen
tombées (feminine plural)
} nous étions tombés (masculine) we had fallen
tombées (feminine)
! vous i étiez tombé (masculine singular) you had fallen
tombée (feminine singular)
/ tombés (masculine plural)
] tombées (feminine plural)
[ ils | } étaient tombés they had fallen
ellés étaient tombées they had fallen

» The pluperfect tense of -ir verbs like partir (meaning to leave, to go) is formed in the
same way, except for the past participle: j'étais parti(e), tu étais parti(e) and so on.

» The pluperfect tense of -re verbs like descendre (meaning to come down, to go down,
to get off) is formed in the same way, except for the past participle: j'étais
descendu(e), tu étais descendu(e) and so on.

Tip
When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject of the
sentence, but it is optional.

On était tombées. We had fallen. (feminine)

[5] Reflexive verbs in the pluperfect tense

» Reflexive verbs in the pluperfect tense are formed in the same way as in the perfect
tense, but with the imperfect tense of the verb étre (see page 97).

T For more information on the Perfect tense of reflexive verbs, see page 117.
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The passive

What is the passive?

The passive is a form of the verb that is used when the subject of the verb

is the person or thing that is affected by the action, for example, | was
given, we were told, it had been made.

Using the passive

>In a normal, or active sentence, the ‘subject’ of the verb is the person or
thing that carries out the action described by the verb. The ‘object’ of the

verb is the person or thing that the verb 'happens’ to.
Ryan (subject) hit (active verb) me (object).

» In English, as in French, you can turn an active sentence round to make a

passive sentence.
| (subject) was hit (passive verb) by Ryan (agent).

» Very often, however, you cannot identify who is carrying out the action

indicated by the verb.
I was hit in the face.
The trees will be chopped down.
I've been chosen to represent the school.

g

Tip

There is a very important difference between French and English
in sentences containing an indirect object. In English we can quite
easily turn a normal (active) sentence with an indirect object into a
passive sentence.

Active

Someone (subject) gave (active verb) me (indirect object) a book
(dlirect object).

Passive

| (subject) was given (passive verb) a book (direct object).

In French, an indirect object can NEVER become the subject of a
passive verb.

> For more information on Direct and Indirect objects, see pages
47 and 49.

y
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» In English we use the verb to be with the past participle (was hit, was given)
to form the passive. In French the passive is formed in exactly the same
way, using étre and the past participle. The past participle agrees with the
subject of the passive verb; that is, the endings change in the feminine and
plural forms.

Elle est encouragée par ses
parents.
Vous étes tous bien payés.

She is encouraged by her parents.

You are all well paid. (‘you’ refers to
more than one person here)
Les portes ont été fermées. The doors have been closed.

v For more information on the Past participle, see page 111.

» Here is the present tense of the -er verb aimer (meaning to like, to love) in
its passive form.

Pronoun Present tense Past participle Meaning
of étre i

je suis aimé (masculine) | am loved
aimée (feminine)

tu es aimé (masculine) you are loved
aimée (feminine) e |

il est aimé nele he/it is |(bved

elle est aimée she/it is'loved

on est aimé (singular) one is Iov«fd
aimés (masculine plural) we are (oved
aimées (feminine plural) : " [

nous sommes aimés (masculine) we are Iovedi
aimées (feminine) ;

vous étes aimé (masculine singular) yob are loved
aimée (femﬂnine singular) {
aimés (masculine plural)
aimées (feminine plural)

ils sont aimés they are loved

elles sont aimées they are loved

» The passive of -ir verbs is formed in the same way, except that the past

participle is different. For example, elle est remplie (meaning it is full).

» The passive of -re verbs is formed in the same way, except that the past
participle is different. For example, il est défendu (meaning it is forbidden).
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When on means we, the past participle can agree with the subject of the sentence, but
it is optional.

On est aimés de tout le monde. We're loved by everyone. (masculine)

» You can form other tenses of the passive by changing the tense of the verb

étre.
Imperfect: j'étais aimé(e) | was loved
Future: tu seras aimé(e) you will be loved
Perfect: il a été aimé he has been loved

D For more information on the Imperfect, future and perfect tenses, see pages
92,98 and 111.

> Irregular past participles are the same as for the perfect tense (see page 118).

[3] Avoiding the passive

> Passives are not as common in French as in English. There are two main

ways that French speakers express the same idea.

® by using the pronoun on (meaning someone or they) with a normal,

active verb
On leur a envoyé une lettre. They were sent a letter. (literally:
Someone sent them a letter.)
On m’a dit que tu ne venais | was told that you weren’t coming.
pas. (literally: They told me you weren't
coming.)

D For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

® by using a reflexive verb

Les melons se vendent 2 euros Melons are sold for 2 euros each.
la piece.

> For more information on Reflexive verbs, see page 88.

Key points
' |/ The present tense of the passive is formed by usmg the present
; tense of étre with the past partrc;ple ;

v’ The past pamcaple always agrees Wlth the sublec of the passnve
verb.
v‘ You can sometlmes avoad a passwe constructlon by USmg a
 reflexive verb or the pronoun on. G
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The present participle

What is a present participle?

The present participle is a verb form ending in -ing which is used in English to
form verb tenses, and which may be used as an adjective and a noun, for example,
What are you doing?; the setting sun; Swimming is easy!

[

(1] Using the present participle

» Present participles are not as common in French as in English, because they are not
used to form tenses. The main uses of the present participle in French are:
® as a verb, on its own, corresponding to the English -ing form. It DOES NOT agree
with the subject of the verb when it is used in this way.
Habitant pres de Paris, je vais Living close to Paris, | go into town

assez souvent en ville. quite often.
lis m’ont suivi, criant mon nom. They followed me, shouting my
name.

® as a verb, after the preposition en. The present participle DOES NOT agree with
the subject of the verb when it is used in this way. The subject of the two parts of
the sentence is always the same. en can be translated in a number of different

ways.
En attendant sa sceur, Richard While waiting for his sister, Richard fell
s’est endormi. asleep.
Appelle-nous en arrivant Call us when you get home.
chez toi.

By pressing this button, you can
print your documents.
He hurt himself trying to rescue a cat.

En appuyant sur ce bouton, on
peut imprimer ses documents.

Il s'est blessé en essayant de
sauver un chat.

> For more information on the preposition en, see page 168.

® as an adjective, like in English. As with all adjectives in French, the endlng DOES
change in the feminine and plural forms.
le soleil couchant
I'année suivante
Ces enfants sont énervants.
des chaises pliantes

the setting sun

the following year

Those children are annoying.
folding chairs
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Tip
The French present participle is NEVER used to translate English verb forms
like I was walking, we are leaving.

Impersonal verbs

What is an impersonal verb?
An impersonal verb is one that does not refer to a real person or thing
and where the subject is represented by it, for example, It’s going to rain;

o For more information on the Imperfect tense and the Present tense, see
It’s ten o’clock.

pages 92 and 111.

» Impersonal verbs are only used with il (meaning it) and in the infinitive.
They are called impersonal verbs because il does not really refer to 4 real
person, animal or thing, just like it and there iry English in the examples

» English verbs describing movement that are followed by an adverb such as out or
down, or a preposition such as across or up are often translated by a verb + en +
present participle.

. |
Il est sorti en courant. He ran out. (literally: He came out belog croe :
running.) Il pleut. It's raining. ‘ ‘
- . . !
J’ai traversé la rue en boitant. I limped across the street. (literally: ' Il va pleuvoir. It's gomg}to rain.
F'erossed the sireet impitlg.) Il y a un probléme. There s a problem.
[2] Forming the present participle Il pourrait y avoir un probléme. v‘There could be a problem.
» To form the present participle of regular -er, -ir and -re verbs, you use the nous form » There are also some very common verbs that can be used in this way in
of the present tense and replace the -ons ending with -ant. addition to their normal meanings, for example avoir, etrﬁ and faire. [ |
nous form of present tense Take off -ons Add -ant Infinitive Expression | Meaning ot {
donnons donn- donnant avoir + noun ilya \ there i;((singular) f/; | [
langons lang- langant there are\(plural) | {
mangeons mange- mangeant étre + time il est it is! gl [ [ /
finissons finiss- finissant faire + noun il fait jour it's dayligﬁt I
partons part- partant il fait nuit it’s dark
attendons attend- attendant falloir + noun il faut we/you etc. need
descendons descend- descendant it takes \
falloir + infinitive il faut we/you etc. have to
E Irregular verbs manquer il manque there is ... missing (singular)
» Three verbs have an irregular present participle: = - . .there ais . s (F a0
avoir (meaning to have) > ayant paraitre il parait que it appears that
= ! - it seems that
étre (meaning to be) — etant . : :
savoir (meaning to krow) “5 sathant rester + noun il reste there is ... left (singular)
9 sacnan there are ... left (plural)
Key pomts : ; sembler il semble que Et appearshthat
/ Present participles are never used to form tenses in French but they can It seams ik
~ be used as verbs, either on their own or after en. . valoir mieux + infinitive il vaut mieux it would be better to
v ?1—23}:,1 ’iﬁz ;]ds:sE:bL:eSEd as ad;ectwes, in Wh'Ch case they agree W‘th the : Il y a quelqu’un a la porte. There’s somebody at the door.
s It" ‘clock.
;/ They are formed by takmg the nous form of the present tense and IL est deux.heures :[ R ’o RE4
_replacing the ~ons endmg wnth -ant The exceptmns are avmr etre and Ii faut partir. I've/We've etc. got to go.
_savoir. . ‘ , . ‘ ; / Il manque cent euros. 100 euros are missing.
: Il reste du pain. There’s some bread left.

Il vaut mieux ne rien dire. It would be better to say nothing.
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» Several impersonal verbs relate to the weather.

Infinitive Expression Meaning
faire + adjective il fait beau the weather’s lovely
il fait mauvais the weather’s bad
faire + noun il fait du vent it's windy
il fait du soleil it’s sunny
geler il géle it's freezing
neiger il neige it's snowing
pleuvoir il pleut it's raining

Grammar Extral
There is another group of useful expressions that start with an impersonal il. These are
followed by a form of the verb called the subjunctive.
il faut que
Il faut que je parte.
il est nécessaire que
Il est nécessaire qu’on le fasse.

I've got to go.

We have to do it.
il est possible que

Il est possible qu’il vienne. He might come.

il est dommage que

Il est dommage que tu ne
I'aies pas vu.

It's a shame you didn‘t see him.

T For more information on the Subjunctive, see page 129.

. Key pomts

v’ Impersonal verbs can only be used in the mflnltwe and the iI
form. ‘

v ilfaut, ily a, il est and il fait with expressmns relating to the

weather are very common.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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The subjunctive

What is the subjunctive?

The subjunctive is a verb form that is used in certain circumstances to express
some sort of feeling, or to show there is doubt about whether something will
happen or whether something is true. It is only used occasionally in modern
English, for example, If | were you, | wouldn't bother.; So be it.

(1] Using the subjunctive

» In French the subjunctive is used after certain verbs and conjunctions when two parts
of a sentence have different subjects.
I'm afraid he won’t come back.
(The subject of the first part of the sentence is ‘I’; the subject of the second part of the
sentence is ‘he’.)

» Sometimes, in a sentence like We want her to be happy, you use the infinitive of the
verb in English (to be). This is NOT possible in French when there is a different
subject in the two parts of the sentence (we and her). You have to use a subjunctive
for the second verb.

Nous voulons étre heureux. We want to be happy.
(No change of subject, so you can just use an infinitive — étre — in French.)

Nous voulons qu’elle soit heureuse. We want her to be happy.
(Subject changes from nous to elle, so you have to use a subjunctive — soit — in French.)

> You can only use the infinitive instead of the subjunctive in French with impersonal
verbs.

Il faut que tu viennes a I'heure. — i faut venir a I'heure.
(using subjunctive) (using infinitive)
You have to come on time.
Il vaut mieux que tu restes chez toi. — Il vaut mieux rester chez toi.
(using subjunctive) (using infinitive)
It’s better that you stay at home.

(2] Coming across the subjunctive

» The subjunctive has several tenses but you are only likely to come across the present
subjunctive occasionally in your reading.
» You may see a subjunctive after certain verbs that you use when you are:
® wishing something: vouloir que and désirer que (meaning to wish that, to want),
aimer que (meaning to like that), aimer mieux que and préférer que (meaning
to prefer that)
® fearing something: avoir peur que (meaning to be afraid that)
@ giving your opinion: croire que (meaning to think that)
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® i 3 i & . . . "
saymgihow you feel: regretter que (mefanlng to be sorry that), étre content que 4] Forming the present subjunctive of -ir verbs
(meaning to be pleased that), &tre surpris que (meaning to be surprised that) and
so on » To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -ir,
Je suis content que vous les I'm pleased you like them. just as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on
aimiez. whether you are referring to to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.
J'ai peur qu'il ne revienne pas. I’'m afraid he won’t come back. Pronoun Ending Add to stem, e.g. fin- Meanings
> You may see a subjunctive after certain verbal expressions starting with il, such as il ie () alsse Je finisse BISA
faut que (meaning it is necessary that) and il vaut mieux que (meaning it is better L csey tu finisses you finish
that). il -isse il finisse he/she/it/one finishes
5 elle elle finisse
Il faut que je vous parle. | need to speak to you. on on finisse
nous -issions nous finissions we finish
> For a list of some expressions requiring the subjunctive, see page 128. vous -issiez vous finissiez ou finish
) pag Y
ils -issent ils finissent they finish
[3] Forming the present subjunctive of -er verbs elles elles finissent
> To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -er,
just as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on TDP
whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on i
Vi gtoj , elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles. je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most words
> For -er verbs the endings are the same as for the ordinary present tense, apart from starting with h, and the French word y. |
the nous and vous forms, which have an extra i, as in the imperfect tense. /\ ‘
Profagy Ending A"dr st Meanings (5] Forming the present subjunctive of -re verbs
e.g. donn-
je () @ (¥ dorifie ™ » To form the stem of the present subjunctive you take the infinitive and chop off -re,
i ki just as for the present tense. Then you add the correct ending, depending on
tu -es tu donnes you give whether you are referring to je, tu, il, elle, on, nous, vous, ils or elles.
il @ il donne he/she/it/one gives Pronoun Ending Add to stem, Meanings
elle elle donne e.g. attend-
on on donne -
je (") -e j'attende 1 wait
nous -ions nous donnions we give d 0
vous e BFY 70U Give tu -es tu attendes you wait
ils : -ent ils donnent they give il -e il attende he/she/it/one waits
elles elles donnent elle elle attende
on on attende
T v nous -ions nous attendions we wait
Up , vous -iez vous attendiez you wait
je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most ils -ent ils attendent they wait
words starting with h, and the French word y. elles elles attendent
Tip
je changes to j’ in front of a word starting with a vowel, most words
starting with h, and the French word y. /\
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[6] Irregular verbs in the subjunctive

» Some important verbs have irregular subjunctive forms.

Verb Meaning | je (j') tu il/elle/on | nous vous ils/elles
aller to go aille ailles aille allions alliez aillent
avoir to have aie aies ait ayons ayez aient
devoir | to have doive | doives doive devions deviez doivent
to, must
dire to say, dise dises dise disions disiez disent
to tell
étre to be sois sois soit soyons soyez soient
faire to do, fasse fasses fasse fassions fassiez fassent
to make
pouvoir | to be able | puisse | puisses | puisse puissions | puissiez | puissent
to, can
prendre | to take prenne | prennes | prenne | prenions | preniez | prennent
(apprendre and comprendre also behave like this - j'apprenne, tu apprennes
and so on)
savoir to know sache | saches sache sachions | sachiez | sachent
venir to come vienne | viennes | vienne venions veniez viennent
vouloir | to want to | veuille | veuilles | veuille voulions | vouliez | veuillent

: ‘ Key points ‘ ’
v After certain verbs you have to use a subjunctive in French when there is a
dlfferent sub;ect in the two clauses. These verbs mostly relate to wish ing,
fearing, and saying what you think, what you feel and that you are
uncertain. A subjunctive is also found after certain verbal expressnons that
start with il. i ‘
¢/ The stem of the present tense subjunctlve is the same as the stem used for
the ordinary present tense.
Vv The present tense subjunctive endlngs for -er and -re verbs are:
-e, -es, -¢, -ions, -iez and -ent.
&/ The present tense subjunctive endings for -ir verbs are:
-isse, -isses, -isse, -issions, -issiez and -issent. . /
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Verbs followed by an infinitive
1| Linking two verbs together

» Many verbs in French can be followed by another verb in the infinitive. The
infinitive is the form of the verb that is found in the dictionary, such as
donner (meaning to give), finir (meaning to finish) and attendre (meaning
to wait).

» There are three main ways that verbs can be linked together:

e with no linking word
Vous voulez attendre?

e with the preposition a
J'apprends a nager.

e with the preposition de
Essayez de venir.

Would you like to wait?
I’'m learning to swim.

Try to come.

v For more information on Prepositions after adjectives, and on Prepositions
after verbs, see pages 183 and 178.

2| Verbs followed by an infinitive with no preposition

» A number of verbs and groups of verbs can be followed by an infinitive
with no preposition. The following important group of verbs are all very
irregular, but they crop up so frequently that they are worth learning in full:
e devoir (to have to, must, to be due to)

Tu dois étre fatiguée. You must be tired.

Elle doit partir. She has to leave.

Le nouveau centre commercial The new shopping centre is due to
doit ouvrir en mai. open in May.

e pouvoir (can, may)
Je peux t'aider, si tu veux. I can help you, if you like.

Puis-je venir vous voir samedi? May | come and see you on
Saturday?

e savoir (to know how to, can)
Tu sais conduire?
Je sais faire les omelettes.

Can you drive?
| know how to make omelettes.

e vouloir (to want)
Elise veut rester un jour de plus. Elise wants to stay one more day.
Ma voiture ne veut pas My car won't start.
démarrer.
Voulez-vous boire quelque chose? Would you like something to drink?
Je voudrais acheter un I'd like to buy a computer.
ordinateur.
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> falloir (meaning to be necessary) and valoir mieux (meaning to be better)
are only used in the infinitive and with il.

Il faut prendre une décision.
Il vaut mieux téléphoner avant. It's better to ring first.

> For more information on Impersonal verbs, see page 127.

» The following common verbs can also be followed by an infinitive without
preposition:

adorer to love

aimer to like, to love

aimer mieux to prefer

désirer to want

détester to hate

envoyer to send

espérer to hope

faire to make, to have something done (that is, faire faire
quelque chose)

laisser to let

préférer to prefer

sembler to seem

J'espére te voir la semaine
prochaine.

Ne me fais pas rire!
J'ai fait réparer mes chaussures.
Je préfére manger a la cantine.

| hope to see you next week.

Don’t make me laugh!
I've had my shoes mended.
| prefer to eat in the canteen.

> Some of these verbs combine with infinitives to make set phrases with a
special meaning.
aller chercher quelque chose
laisser tomber quelque chose
vouloir dire quelque chose

to go and get something
to drop something
to mean something

Va chercher ton papa!
Paul a laissé tomber le vase.
Qu’est-ce que c¢a veut dire?

Go and get your dad!
Paul dropped the vase.
What does that mean?

» Verbs that relate to seeing or hearing, such as voir (meaning to see),
regarder (meaning to watch, to look at), écouter (meaning to listen to) and
entendre (meaning to hear) can be followed by an infinitive.

Il nous a vus arriver. He saw us arrive.
On entend chanter les oiseaux. You can hear the birds singing.

We/you etc. have to make a decision
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» Verbs that relate to movement of some kind and do not have a direct

object, such as aller (meaning to go) and venir (meaning to come), can be

followed by an infinitive.
Je vais voir Nicolas ce soir.
Viens voir!

3] Verbs followed by a + infinitive

» There are some common verbs that can be followed by a and an infinitive.

s’amuser a faire quelque chose
apprendre a faire quelque chose
commencer a faire quelque chose
continuer a faire quelque chose
s’habituer a faire quelque chose

J'apprends a skier.
Il a commencé a pleuvoir.

I’'m going to see Nicolas tonight.
Come and see!

to have fun doing something
to learn to do something

to begin to do something

to go on doing something

to get used to doing something

I’'m learning to ski.
It began to rain.

» Some verbs can be followed by a person’s name or by a noun relating to a

person, and then by a and an infinitive. Sometimes you need to put ain

front of the person too.

aider quelqu’un a faire quelque
chose

apprendre a quelqu’un a faire
quelque chose

inviter quelqu’un a faire quelque
chose

arréter de faire quelque chose,
s'arréter de faire quelque chose
commencer de faire quelque chose
continuer de faire quelque chose
décider de faire quelque chose

se dépécher de faire quelque chose
essayer de faire quelque chose
s’excuser d'avoir fait quelque chose
finir de faire quelque chose

oublier de faire quelque chose
proposer de faire quelque chose
refuser de faire quelque chose
suggérer de faire quelque chose

to help someone do something

to teach someone to do
something
to invite someone to do
something

(4] Verbs followed by de + infinitive

» There are some common verbs that can be followed by de and an infinitive.

to stop doing something

to start doing something

to go on doing something
to decide to do something
to hurry to do something

to try to do something

to apologize for doing something
to finish doing something
to forget to do something
to suggest doing something
to refuse to do something
to suggest doing something
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J'ai décidé de lui écrire. | decided to write to her. ' Other uses of the infinitive
Je leur ai suggéré de partir de | suggested that they set off early. » The infinitive can be used in many other ways:

bonne heure.
e after certain adjectives

> The following verbs meaning asking or telling are also followed by de and content de happy to
an infinitive. Sometimes you need to put a in front of the person you are
asking or telling.
commander a quelqu’un de faire to order someone to do

prét a ready to
Il est toujours prét a rendre He's always ready to help.

quelque chose something service.

demander a quelqu’un de faire to ask someone to do something e after certain prepositions

quelque chose Pour aller a la gare? How do you get to the station?

dire a quelqu’un de faire quelque  to tell someone to do something Il est parti sans dire au revoir.  He left without saying goodbye.

chose e after certain set phrases involving a verb plus a noun

empécher quelqu’un de faire to prevent someone from doing avoir envie de faire quelque chose to feel like doing something

quelqu? Fhose ] : b i avoir besoin de faire quelque chose to need to do something

;z’::;:;ezr’:l:s‘:'q“ un de faire Egr::z’r‘]:‘n;omeone for doing avoir peur de faire quelque chose  to be frightened of doing
something

J'ai besoin de changer de I'argent. | need to change some money.

@ in instructions that are aimed at the general public — for example, on
signs or in cookery books

Grammar Extral

If it is important to emphasize that something is going on at a particular time, you can
use the phrase étre en train de faire quelque chose.

Il est en train de travailler. Est-ce que vous He’s working. Can you call back later? Ajouter le sel et le poivre, et Add the saltand pepper, and mix
pouvez rappeler plus tard? bien mélanger. well.
If you want to say you have just done something, you can use the phrase venir de faire Conserver au frais. Keep refrigerated.
quelque chose. In English you use the PAST tense, but in French you use the PRESENT e as the subject or object of a sentence, when the infinitive corresponds to
t»e.nse' . . the -ing form in English used as a noun
Elisabeth vient de partir. Elisabeth has just left. Fumer n’est pas bon pour la Smoking isn’t good for your health.
santé.
- - ’ Key pomts T, J'adore lire. I love reading.
v Many French verbs can be foliowed by another verb in the .
infinitive. o o {,p f
¢ The two verbs may be Imked by nothmg at aH or by sl You can use the verb faire with an infinitive to refer to something
preposmon aorde. . you are having done by someone else.
¢/ The construction in French does not always match the Enghsh S8 HaE Taite vengter fin [ have th* bt Eat
exactly. It's best to learn these constructlons when you learn a vzit::: SRR repaired s e

new verb.

Jx

/ Key points
v Infinitives are found after certain adjectives, preposmons and set
~ phrases, and in instructions to the general public. ‘
¢ They can also function like nouns, as the subject or object of
\ another verb. ;

w
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What is a negative?

A negative question or statement is one which contains a word such as
not, never or nothing and is used to say that something is not happening,
is not true or is absent.

Using negatives

» In English we use words like not, no, nothing and never to show a negative.
I’'m not very pleased.
Dan never rang me.
Nothing ever happens here!
There’s no milk left.

> Not is often combined with certain English verbs — for example, cant,
won't, didn't, hasn't.
He isn’t joking.
She didn’t say.
> In French, if you want to make something negative, you generally use a pair

of words, for example, ne ... pas (meaning not). The verb goes in the
middle.

ne ... pas not

ne ... rien nothing, not ... anything

ne ... personne nobody, no one, not ... anybody, not ... anyone

ne ... jamais never, not ... ever

ne ... plus no longer, no more, not ... any longer, not ... any more

I don’t smoke.

Don’t change anything.

| can’t see anybody.

She never arrives on time.
He’s no longer working here.

Je ne fume pas.

Ne changez rien.

Je ne vois personne.

Elle n’arrive jamais a I’heure.
Il ne travaille plus ici.

Tip /1
ne changes to n’ in front of a word that starts with a vowel, most
words beginning with h and the French word y. /\j .
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» In English, did is often used to make a statement negative.
I went to his party. — | didn’t go to his party.
We saw David at the weekend. - We didn’t see David at the weekend.

(£] Note that the French verb faire is NEVER used in this way.

» non plus is the equivalent of English neither in phrases like me neither,
neither do | and so on.
‘Je n"aime pas les
hamburgers.” — ‘Moi non plus.’
Il n"y va pas et moi non plus.

‘I don’t like hamburgers.” — ‘Me
neither.’
He isn't going and neither am |I.

» The French word ne is missed out when negatives are used without a verb
to answer a question.
‘Qui a téléphoné?’ - ‘Personne.” ‘Who rang?’ — ‘Nobody.’
‘Qu’est-ce que tu fais cet ‘What are you doing this
aprés-midi?’ - ‘Rien. afternoon?’ — ‘Nothing.’

Tip
In everyday conversation French native speakers often miss out the
word ne. Be careful about doing this yourself in formal situations.

| can’t come tonight. ‘

Je peux pas venir ce soir.

Il me I'a pas dit. He didn't tell me.

Grammar Extra!
Sometimes you will find two of these negative expressions combined.
lis ne font jamais rien d’intéressant. They never do anything interesting.

Je ne connais plus personne | don’t know anyone in Nice any
a Nice. more.

(2] Word order with negatives

» Negative expressions in French ‘sandwich’ the verb in the present tense and
in other tenses that consist of just one word. ne goes before the verb and
the other half of the expression comes after the verb.

He never drinks alcohol.
It wasn’t raining.

Il ne boit jamais d'alcool.
Il ne pleuvait pas.
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» In the perfect tense and other tenses that consist of two or more words
such as the pluperfect, there are two possibilities:
® ne ... pas, ne ... rien, ne ... plus and ne ... jamais follow the pattern:
ne (n") + avoir or étre + pas + past participle
Elle n’a pas fait ses devoirs. She hasn’t done her homework.
Je n’ai rien dit. | didn‘t say anything.
Pierre n’est pas encore arrivé.  Pierre isn’t here yet.

® ne ... personne follows the pattern:
ne (n’) + avoir or étre + past participle + personne

Je n’ai vu personne. | didn’t see anybody.

> For more information on the Perfect tense, see page 111.

» A negative sentence may also contain a pronoun such as te, le, lui and so
on that is the direct or indirect object of the verb, or a reflexive pronoun. If
so, ne comes before the pronoun.

| can't hear you.

Don’t speak to him/her!

Don't you remember him?

He never gets up before midday.

Je ne t'entends pas.

Ne lui parle pas!

Tu ne te rappelles pas de lui?
Il ne se leve jamais avant midi.

> For more information on Direct and Indirect object pronouns and on
Reflexive pronouns, see pages 47, 49 and 89.

» When a verb is in the infinitive, ne ... pas, ne ... rien, ne ... plus and ne ...

jamais come together before the infinitive.
Il essayait de ne pas rire. He was trying not to laugh.
J'ai peur de ne pas réussir. I’'m afraid of not succeeding.

T o=

After these negative expressions, un, une and des (the indefinite
article) and du, de la, de I’ and des (the partitive article) change to A
de.

> For more information on the Indefinite article and the Partitive
article, see pages 19 and 22. /\

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

NEeGaTIVES 141

3] non and pas

» non (meaning no) is the usual negative answer to a question. It can also
correspond to not in English.

“Tu veux nous accompagner?’ = ‘Do you want to come with us?’ -

‘Non, merci.’ ‘No thanks.’
Tu viens ou non? Are you coming or not?
J’espére que non. | hope not.

» pas is generally used when a distinction is being made, or for emphasis.
It, too, often corresponds to not in English.

‘Qui veut m'aider?’ - ‘Pas moi!” ‘Who wants to help me?’ - ‘Not
me!’

‘Est-il de retour?’ - ‘Pas encore.” ‘Is he back?’ — ‘Not yet.’
“Tu as froid?’ - ‘Pas du tout.’
Pas question!

‘Are you cold?’ — ‘Not at all.”
No way!

, Key pomts ‘

v Negatlves indicate when somethmg is not happemng oris not
true. French uses set expressions or word pairs to indicate this.

v’ The two parts of these negative expressmns sandwmh’ the verb in

: tenses consisting of only one word. ‘

|/ ne comes before any ob]ect pronouns or reflexive pronouns

|/ Before infinitives, ne ... pas, ne ... rien ne ... plus and ne ...
;amais come together ‘ .

¢ The articles un, une, des, du de Ia and de I change to de after

negatlves y
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What is a question?

A question is a sentence which is used to ask someone about something
and which normally has the verb in front of the subject. A question word
such as why, where, who, which or how is used to ask a question.

How to ask a question in French
The basic rules

» There are four ways of asking questions in French:
e by making your voice go up at the end of the sentence
® by using the phrase est-ce que
e by changing round the order of words in a sentence
® by using a question word

[2] Asking a question by making your voice go up

> If you are expecting the answer yes or no, there is a very straightforward

way of asking a question. You can keep word order just as it would be in a
normal sentence (subject then verb), but turn it into a question by making
your voice go up at the end of the sentence. So to turn the sentence Vous
aimez la France (meaning You like France) into a question, all you need to
do is to add a question mark and make your voice go up at the end.

Vous (subject) aimez (verb) la Do you like France?

France?

On part tout de suite.

On part tout de suite?

C’est vrai. That's that true.

C’est vrai? Is that true?

Tes parents sont en vacances.  Your parents on holiday.

Tes parents sont en vacances? Are your parents on holiday?

We're leaving right away.
Are we leaving right away?

Tip A
French speakers use this way of asking a question in ordinary, ;

everyday conversations. /\j
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[3] Asking a question by using est-ce que

» The phrase est-ce que is used to ask a question. Word order stays just the
same as it would in an ordinary sentence. Est-ce que comes before the
subject, and the verb comes after the subject. So to turn the sentence Tu
connais Marie (meaning You know Marie) into a question, all you need to
do is to add est-ce que.

Est-ce que tu (subject) connais Do you know Marie?
(verb) Marie?

Est-ce que vous allez en ville?  Are you going into town?
Est-ce que ta soceur est vraiment Is your sister really happy?
heureuse?

[4] Asking a question by changing word order

» In ordinary sentences, the verb comes AFTER its subject. In this type of
question, the verb is put BEFORE the subject. This change to normal word
order is called inversion. You can do this when the subject is a pronoun
such as vous or il. When you change the word order (or invert) in this way,
you add a hyphen (-) between the verb and the pronoun.

Vous (subject) aimez (verb) You like France.
la France.

Aimez (verb)-vous (subject)
la France?

Do you like France?

He writes well.
Does he write well?

Il écrit bien.
Ecrit-il bien?

On part tout de suite.
Part-on tout de suite?

We're leaving right away.
Are we leaving right away?

> For more information on Pronouns, see page 42.

Tip

This is quite a formal way of asking a question.

» In the perfect tense and other tenses that consist of two or more words
such as the pluperfect, the part of the verb that comes from avoir or étre is
the one that goes before the pronoun.

Have you seen my bag?

Did she stay long?

As-tu vu mon sac?
Est-elle restée longtemps?

> For more information on the Perfect tense, see page 111.
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» When the verb ends in a vowel in the il/elle form, -t- is inserted before the

pronoun to make the words easier to say.
Aime-t-il les chiens? Does he like dogs?
A-t-elle assez d'argent? Does she have enough money?

Tip f
Unlike English there are two ways in French of answering yestoa 7.
question or statement. oui is the word you use to reply to an
ordinary question.
“Tu I'as fait?’ — ‘Oui.’ . 'Have you done it?’ — ‘Yes.’
‘Elle est belle, n'est-ce pas?’ -  ‘She’s beautiful, isn’t she?’
‘Oui.’ - Yes.!
si is the word you use to reply to a question or statement that
contains a negative expression like ne ... pas.
“Tu ne I'as pas fait?’ - ‘Si.’ ‘Haven’t you done it?’ - ‘Yes

(I have).’
‘Elle n’est pas trés belle.” - ‘She isn’t very beautiful.” -
‘Mais sil’ ‘Yes, she is!’

Grammar Extral

You can also form a question in this way with a noun or a person’s name. If you do this,

the noun or name comes first, then you add an extra pronoun after the verb and link
them with a hyphen.

Jean-Pierre (subject) est(verb)-il
(pronoun) la?
La piéce dure-t-elle longtemps?

Is Jean-Pierre there?

Does the play last long?

In less formal French, the pronoun may come before the verb, and the noun or name
may come at the end of the sentence.
Il est la, Jean-Pierre?
Elle dure longtemps, la piéce?

Is Jean-Pierre there?
Does the play last long?

[5] Asking a question by using a question word

» A question word is a word like when or how that is used to ask for
information. The most common French question words are listed on pages

146-150.
» You can use a question word with one of the methods described above:

® you can make your voice go up at the end of the sentence. If you do
this, the question word goes at the END of the sentence.
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® you can use est-ce que. If you do this, the question word goes at the
START of the sentence.
e you can change word order so that the verb comes before the subject.
If you do this, the question word goes at the START of the sentence.
Vous arrivez quand?
Quand est-ce que vous arrivez?
Quand arrivez-vous?

When do you arrive?

Tu prends quel train?
Quel train est-ce que tu prends?
Quel train prends-tu?

What train are you getting?

lls vont ou?
Ou est-ce qu'ils vont?
Ou vont-ils?

Where are they going?

> For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

Key points

v You ask a question in French by making your voice go up at the
end of the sentence, by using est-ce que, by changing normal
word order, or by using a question word. ,

¢/ When you put the verb in front of the subject, you join the two
words with a hyphen. A -t- is used i in the il/elle form if the verb
ends in a vowel.

¢/ You use oui to answer yes to an ordinary question, but si if there

is a negative in the question or statement. /
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Question words
Common question words

> Listed below are some very common question words. que, quel, qui, quoi
and lequel, are explained on pages 147-150.

2| qui?, que? and quoi?

» In questions, qui, que and quoi are all pronouns. Which of them you
choose depends on:
e whether you are referring to people or to things

e whether you are referring to the subject or object of the verb (the
subject is the person or thing that is carrying out the action described
by the verb; the object is the person or thing that ‘receives’ the action)

e whether the word you use will come after a preposition such as a, de

® combien + verb? how much?, how many?
combien de + noun? how much?, how many?

Combien codte cet ordinateur? How much does this computer cost?

C’est combien, ce pantalon? How much are these trousers?

Tu en veux combien? Deux? How many do you want? Two? et

Combien de personnes vas-tu  How many people are you goin

inviter? invite? e 48% S9N 1y For more information on Pronouns and Prepositions, see pages 42 and 62.
® comment? ? i

S et hOW-' » qui? and que? have longer forms, as shown in the table below. There is a

Comment va-t-elle How is she? difference in word order between the longer and shorter forms.

Comment tu t'appelles? What's your name?

» qui? is used for talking about people, and means who? or whom? in English.
You can use whom? in formal English to refer to the object of verb, though

v

TVP " most people use who?). qui? can be used after a preposition.
ardon is also us i i

P : .ed to a.sk someone to repeat s.omethlng, and is the 1oy Who? Referring to | Meaning | Examples Meaning

same as Pardon? in English. comment and quoi can mean the same Whom? people

thing, but are informal, and are the same as What? i i ;

- il Subject qui? who? Qui vient? Who's coming?
5 qui est-ce Qui est-ce

< o'f? where? qui? qui vient?
_Tu ?"e_z'VOUS? Where are you going? Object qui? who? Qui vois-tu? Who/Whom
D’ou viens-tu? Where are you from? qui est-ce | whom? | Qui est-ce can you see?

que? que tu vois?
T,'/p After qui? who? De qui est-ce Who's he
: < ; / prepositions | qui est-ce whom? qu’il parle? talking about?
Be careful not to mix up o, which means where, and ou (without e que? Pour qui est ce | Who's this
an accent), which means or. /\I . livie? book for?
A qui avez-vous | Who did you write

® pourquoi? why? écrit? to?, To whom did
Pourquoi est-ce qu’il ne vient  Why isn’t he coming with us? you write?
pas avec nous?

® quand? when? )
Quand est-ce que tu pars en When are you going on holiday? ﬁ pr
vacances? 1 h bef | ds b h

: ue changes to qu’ before a vowel, most words beginning wit =

Depuis quand est-ce que vous How long have you known him? g = thg Frenc(rlm word : 2
le connaissez? f y:

> For more information on que and qui, see page 62.
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» a qui is the usual way of saying whose in questions.

A qui est ce sac?

Whose is this bag?

> For more information on using @ to show possession, see page 1635.

» que? and quoi? are used for talking about things, and mean what? in
English. que? cannot be used after a preposition; you have to use quoi?

instead.
What? Referring to Meaning | Examples Meaning
things
Subject qu’est-ce qui? | what? Qu'est-ce qui se | What's
passe? happening?
Qu’est-ce qui What's worrying
t'inquiete? you?
Object qu’est-ce que? | what? Qu’est-ce que What are you
vous faites? doing?
Que faites-vous?
After quoi? what? A quoi penses- | What are you
prepositions tu? thinking about?
De quoi parlez- | What are you
vous? talking about?

Tip

grammar.

Who did you write to?
What are you talking about?
It is NEVER possible to end a French sentence with a preposition. //\

It is possible to finish an English sentence with a preposition such
as about or of, even though some people think this is not good

4

[3] quel?, quelle?, quels? and quelles?

» quel? (meaning who?, which? or what?) can be used with a noun (as an

adjective) or can replace a noun (as a pronoun). Compare this with que?
(and its longer forms) and quoi?, which also mean what?, but are NEVER

used with nouns.

> For more information on Adjectives and Pronouns, see pages 25 and 42.

B
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» quel, quelle, quels and quelles are all forms of the same word. The form

that you choose depends on whether you are referring to something that
is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

Masculine Feminine Meaning

who?
what?
which?
who?
what?
which?

Singular quel? quelle?

Plural quels? quelles?

Quel est ton chanteur préféré?
duel vin recommandez-vous?

Who's your favourite singer?
Which wine do you recommend?

o

What's your favourite colour?
What time is it?

Who are your favourite singers?

Quelle est ta couleur préférée?
Quelle heure est-il?

Quels sont tes chanteurs

préférés?

Vous jouez de quels What instruments do you play?
instruments?

Quelles sont tes couleurs What are your favourite colours?
préférées?

Quelles chaussures te plaisent Which shoes do you like best?
le plus?

> For more information on how quel in used in exclamations, see page 21.

4] lequel?, laquelle?, lesquels? and lesquelles?

> In questions lequel, laquelle, lesquels and lesquelles (meaning which

one/ones?) are all forms of the same pronoun, and are used to replace
nouns. The form that you choose depends on whether you are referring to
something that is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

Masculine Feminine Meaning
Singular lequel? laquelle? which?
which one?
Plural lesquels? lesquelles? which?
which ones?

‘I've chosen a book.” — ‘Which one?’
Which of these cases is Bruno’s?

‘J'ai choisi un livre. - ‘Lequel?’
Laquelle de ces valises est a
Bruno?
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“Tu te souviens de mes amis?’ ‘Do you remember my friends?’ —

- ‘Lesquels?’ ‘Which ones?’
Lesquelles de vos soeurs sont ~ Which of your sisters are married?
mariées?

> For more information on lequel, see page 63.

[6] n’est-ce pas? and non?

» English-speakers often use an expression like isn‘t it?, don’t they?, weren'’t
we? or will you? tagged on to the end of a sentence to turn it into a
question. French uses n’est-ce pas? instead. This useful little phrase never
changes, so is very easy to use. You use it in questions when you expect the
person you are talking to to agree with you.

Il fait chaud, n’est-ce pas? It's warm, isn’t it?
Tu parles francais, n’est-ce pas? You speak French, don’t you?
Vous n’oublierez pas, n‘est-ce  You won't forget, will you?
pas?

> It is very common to use non (meaning no) in the same way in spoken

French. hein? means the same as eh? in English, and is only used in very
informal conversations.

Il fait chaud, non?
Il fait chaud, hein?

It's warm, isn't it?
It's warm, eh?

Key points

¢/ In questions qui? means who?; que? and quoi? mean what?

¢/ qui est-ce qui? (subject) and qui est-ce que? (object) are longer
forms of qui? Both mean who7 The word order is dlfferent from
qui.

¢/ qu'est-ce qui? (sub;ect) and qu’est-ce que" (ob/ect) are !anger
forms of que" Both mean what’ The word order is different fmm
que. o

V qui? (for people) and qum7 (for thmgs) are used after
preposntlons ‘

¢/ quel? is both an adjective and a pronoun. !t means who7 what7 "
or which? in questlons and is used wnth a noun or replaces a
noun. ,

¢/ lequel? is a pronoun it means whrch7 which one? or whlch one57
in questions.

¢/ n’est-ce pas? or non? can be tagged on to the end of sentences

to turn them into questlons '

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Grammar Extra!

All the questions in the previous section are the actual words that someone uses when
they are asking a question, and so they all end with a question mark. These are called
direct questions. When you are telling someone else about a question that is being
asked, you use an indirect question. Indirect questions never end with a question mark,
and they are always introduced by a verb such as to ask, to tell, to wonder, to know and
10 on.

He asked me what the time was. (His actual question was What is the time?)
Tell me which way to go. (Your actual question was Which way do | go?)

Word order in indirect questions is generally the same as in English:
question word + subject verb.

Dites-moi qtiel (question word) Tell me which bus goes to the

autobus (subject) va (verb) a la station.

gare.

Il m’a demandé combien He asked me how much money
d’argent j'avais. | had.

Je me demande s'il viendra I wonder if he’ll come or not.

ou pas.

When the subject of the question is a noun and NOT a pronoun like je or il, the subject
and verb that come after the question word are often swapped round.

Je me demande ou (question | wonder where my keys are.
word) sont (verb) mes clés (subject).

Demande-lui qui est venu. Ask him who came.




(_ ADVERBS )

What is an adverb?
An adverb is a word usually used with verbs, adjectives or other adverbs

that gives more information about when, how, where, or in what
circumstances something happens, for example, quickly, happily, now.

How adverbs are used
» In general, adverbs are used together with:

e verbs (act quickly, speak strangely, smile cheerfully)
e adjectives (rather ill, a lot better, deeply sorry)
e other adverbs (really fast, too quickly, very well)

» Adverbs can also relate to the whole sentence; they often tell you what the

speaker is thinking or feeling.

Fortunately, Jan had already left.
Actually, | don’t think I'll come.

How adverbs are formed
The basic rules

» Adverbs in French NEVER change their form, no matter what they refer to.

He’s very handsome.
They’re very beautiful.

Il est trés beau.

Elles sont trés belles.
| often go there.
We often go there.

J'y vais souvent.
Nous y allons souvent.

Note that there is one exception to this rule. The word tout changes
in certain phrases, for example, tout seul (meaning all alone).

He arrived on his own.
She’s often on her own.

Il est arrivé tout seul.
Elle est souvent toute seule.

» Many English adverbs end in -ly, which is added to the end of the adjective

(quick — quickly; sad — sadly; frequent — frequently). In French, many

adverbs end in -ment. This is usually added to the end of the feminine

singular form of the adjective.
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Masculine adjective Feminine adjective | Adverb Meaning
heureux heureuse heureusement | fortunately
doux douce doucement gently, slowly
seul seule seulement only

» The adverb ending -ment is added to the masculine not the feminine form
of the adjective if the masculine ends in -é, -i or -u.

Masculine adjective | Feminine adjective | Adverb Meaning
désespéré désespérée désespérément | desperately
vrai vraie vraiment truly
absolu absolue absolument absolutely

» If the adjective ends in -ant, the adverb ends in -amment. If the adjective
ends in -ent, the adverb ends in -emment. The first vowel in the -emment
and -amment endings is pronounced in the same way in both — like the a
in the English word cat.

courant — couramment (fluently)
récent — récemment (recently)

(£) Note that an exception to this rule is the adverb lentement
(meaning slowly), which comes from the adjective lent (meaning

slow).

(2] Imegular adverbs

» There are a number of common irregular adverbs.

Adjective Meaning Adverb Meaning
bon good bien well

gentil nice, kind gentiment nicely, kindly
mauvais bad mal badly
meilleur better, best mieux better

petit small peu little

pire worse pis worse

Elle travaille bien.

C’est un emploi trés mal payé.

3] Adjectives used as adverbs

She works well.

It's a very badly paid job.

» Certain adjectives are used as adverbs, mostly in set phrases:

® bon good

sentir bon to smell nice
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® cher expensive
coliter cher to be expensive
payer cher to pay a lot

® droit straight
aller tout droit to go straight on

® dur hard
travailler dur to work hard

e fort loud
parler plus fort to speak up

® mauvais bad
sentir mauvais to smell

[4] Adverbs made up of more than one word

» Adverbs can be made up of several words instead of just one. Here are
some common ones:

bien sir of course
c'est-a-dire that is

d’abord first

d’habitude usually

de temps en temps from time to time
en général usually

en retard late

tout de suite straight away

Key points

form.
 of the corresponding adjective.

ending is added to that.

or -emment (apart from lentement).

¢/ With the exceptnon of tout, French adverbs do not change their
¢ The ending -ment is usually added to the femmme smgular form i

¢ If the masculine smgular adjectlve ends in -é -i or -u the -ment

¢/ If the adjective ends in -anty or -ent, the adverb ends in -amment ‘
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Comparatives and superlatives of adverbs

1| Comparative adverbs

What is a comparative adverb?

A comparative adverb is one which, in English, has -er on the end of it or
more or less in front of it, for example, earlier, later, sooner, more/less
frequently.

» Adverbs can be used to make comparisons in French, just as they can in
English. The comparative (more often, faster) of adverbs is formed using the
same phrases as for adjectives.

® plus ... (que) more ... (than)
Tu marches plus vite que moi.  You walk faster than me.
Elle chante plus fort que les She’s singing louder than the others.
autres.
® moins ... (que) less ... (than)
Parle moins vite! Don't speak so fast! (literally: Speak
less fast!)
We see each other less often than

Nous nous voyons moins

souvent qu’avant. before.

® aussi ... que as ... as
Je parle francais aussi bien que | can speak French as well as you!
toi!

Viens aussi vite que possible.  Come as quickly as possible.

> For more information on Comparative adjectives, see page 34.

'2] Superlative adverbs

What is a superlative adverb?

A superlative adverb is one which, in English, has -est on the end of it or
most or least in front of it, for example, soonest, fastest, most/least
frequently.

» The superlative of adverbs (the most, the fastest) is formed using the same
phrases as for adjectives, except that le NEVER changes to la or les in the
feminine and plural with adverbs as it does with adjectives.

® |e plus ... (que) the most ... (that)
Marianne parle le plus vite. Marianne speaks fastest.
® le moins ... (que) the least ... (that)

C’est Gordon qui a mangé le moins. Gordon ate the least.

> For more information on Superlative adjectives, see page 34.
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[3] Adverbs with irregular comparatives and superlatives
» Some of the most common adverbs have irregular comparative and

ADVERBS 157

Some common adverbs

; » Here are some common adverbs that do not end in -ment:

superlative forms.

Adverb Meaning |Comparative |Meaning |Superlative |Meaning

beaucoup |a lot plus more le plus (the) most

bien well mieux better le mieux (the) best

mal badly pis worse le pis (the) worst
plus mal le plus mal

peu little moins less le moins (the) least

C’est lui qui danse le mieux. He dances best.

. Key pomts ‘ ,
|/ Comparatlves of adverbs are formed in the same way %,
comparatives of adjectlves, usmg plus (que), moins

~ of adjectives, using le plus :
le never changes in the

4 the verb, adjective or other adverb they relate to.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.

¢/ Unlike adjectives, adverbs do not change their form 0 agre

u" Superlatlﬁes of adverbs a, ",formed in the same 'way as superlatives
(que) and le moins ... (que).

ith

alors then, so, at that time
f aprés afterwards
' aprés-demain the day after tomorrow

aujourd’hui  today
assez enough, quite
aussi also, too, as
avant-hier the day before yesterday
beaucoup a lot, much
bientot soon
cependant however
dedans inside
dehors outside
déja already, before
demain tomorrow

‘ depuis since
derriére behind
devant in front
encore still, even, again
enfin at last
ensemble together

' ensuite then
environ about
hier yesterday
ici here
jamais never, ever

Tip

cinema?’ - ‘Non, jamais.’ lot?” — ‘No, never.’
, As-tu jamais revu ton pére? Did you ever see your father
again?

jamais can sometimes be used without ne to mean never or ever.
‘Est-ce que tu vas souvent au

T For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

b4

‘Do you go to the cinema a

A

la
la-bas
‘ loin

there, here
over there
far, far off, a long time ago
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longtemps along time
maintenant now, nowadays
méme even

moins less

ol where

parfois sometimes
partout everywhere

peu not much, not very

Be careful not to confuse peu, which means not much or not very,
with un peu, which means a little or a bit.

Il voyage peu.

Elle est un peu timide.

He doesn’t travel much.
She’s a bit shy.

peut-étre  perhaps

plus more

presque nearly

puis then
quelquefois sometimes

si so

soudain suddenly
souvent often

surtout especially, above all
tard late

tot early

toujours always, still
tout all, very

trés very

trop too much, too
vite quick, fast, soon

Tip
vite and rapide can both mean fast or quick. Remember, though,
that vite is an adverb and rapide is an adjective.

a fast car
He drives too fast.

une voiture rapide
Il roule trop vite.

/
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» Some of the adverbs listed on pages 157 and 158 can be followed by de
and used in front of a noun to talk about quantities or numbers of things or
people:

® assez de enough
Nous n’avons pas assez de
temps.

We don’t have enough time.

e beaucoup de a lot of

Elle fait beaucoup de fautes. She makes a lot of mistakes.

e combien de how much, how many
Combien de personnes as-tu How many people have you invited?
invitées?

® trop de too much, too many

J'ai mangé trop de fromage. I've eaten too much cheese.

» Several of the adverbs listed on pages 157 and 158 can also be used as
prepositions: apres, avant, devant, derriére and depuis.

> For more information on Prepositions, see page 162.

» The question words combien (meaning how much, how many), comment
(meaning how), pourquoi (meaning why) and quand (meaning when) are
described on page 146.

» pas, plus and jamais are used in negative word pairs.

> For more information on Negatives, see page 138.

 Key pmnts

v Many very common adverbs do not end in -ment. They are
~worth learning.

/ Several adverbs can be followed by de + noun and used to taik
~ about quantities and numbers.
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Word order with adverbs
Adverbs with verbs

» In English, adverbs can come in different places in a sentence.
I'm never coming back.
See you soon!
Suddenly the phone rang.
Id really like to come.

» In French, the rules are more fixed. When an adverb goes with a verb that
consists of just one word, such as a verb in the present tense or the
imperfect tense, it generally goes AFTER that verb.

Il neige toujours en janvier.
Je pensais souvent a toi.

It always snows in January.
| often used to think about you.

» When an adverb goes with a verb that consists of more than one word,

such as a verb in the perfect tense, it generally comes BETWEEN the part of
the verb that comes from avoir or &tre and the past participle.

Il a trop mangé.
lls sont déja partis.

He's eaten too much.
They've already gone.

> For more information on the Perfect tense, see page 111.

» The rule above covers most adverbs that tell you about quantity or time
(apart from a few listed later), and some very common ones telling you
how something is done.

beaucoup  a lot, much
bien well

bientot soon

déja already, before
encore still, even, again
enfin at last

mal badly

mieux better

peu not much, not very
rarement rarely

souvent often

toujours always, still
trop too much, too

vraiment really

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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» Some adverbs FOLLOW the past participle of verbs that consist of more
than one word. This rule covers most adverbs that tell you how or where
something is done, and a few adverbs that tell you about time.

aujourd’hui today

demain tomorrow

hier yesterday

loin far, far off, a long time ago
longtemps a long time

partout everywhere

quelquefois sometimes

tot early

tard late

vite quick, fast, soon

We saw them everywhere.
She came back yesterday.

On les a vus partout.
Elle est revenue hier.

2| Adverbs with adjectives and other adverbs

» When an adverb goes with an adjective, it generally comes just BEFORE that
adjective.
lis ont une trés belle maison.
une femme bien habillée

» When an adverb goes with another adverb, it generally comes just BEFORE
that adverb.

They have a very nice house.
a well-dressed woman

C’est trop tard. It’s too late.
Fatima travaille beaucoup Fatima works much faster.
plus vite.

« Key pomts
v Adverbs follow verbs that consist of ;ust one word
¢ They generally go before the past participle of verbs that cons:st
 of two words when they relate to quantity or time.

¢ They generally go after the past participle of verbs that consnst of
~ two words when they relate to how or where something is done.

v When used with an adjective or another adverb they generally
come just before it. ~ , L
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a,de and en

1] a

(_ PREPOSITIONS )

What is a preposition? ‘ » Be careful not to confuse the preposition a with the il/elle/on form of the
A preposition is a word such as at, for, with, into or from, which is verb avoir: il a (meaning he has) and so on.

usually followed by a noun, pronoun or, in English, a word ending in -ing.

Prepositions show how people and things relate to the rest of the | T,‘/p ﬂ
sentence, for example, She’s at home.; a tool for cutting grass; it’s from . O

Biavid P i T 99 When a is followed by le, the two words become au. Similarly,

when a is followed by les, the two words become aux.

Using preposi tions % L For more information on Articles, see page 12.

» Prepositions are used in front of nouns and pronouns (such as me, him, the

: ; » a can mean at.
man and so on), and show the relationship between the noun or pronoun

and the rest of the sentence. Some prepositions can be used before verb & Les melons se vendent a 2 Melons are selling at 2 euros each.
forms ending in -ing in English. euros pioce.
I showed my ticket to the inspector. Nous roulions a 100 km a We were driving at 100 km an hour
Come with me. Ifu?ure. ¥ ) 5
This brush is really good for cleaning shoes J'ai lancé une pierre a Chantal. | threw a stone at Chantal.
£ ’ Je suis a la maison. I'm at home.

> For more information on Nouns and Pronouns, see pages 1 and 42. [Z] NG that & fa PAatson can dits tnestyin. e House

» Prepositions are also used after certain adjectives and verbs and link them ‘ Je rentre a la maison. I'm going back to the house or
to the rest of the sentence. 1 back home.
Je suis trés contente de te voir. I'm very happy to see you. 1 » A can mean in.
Tu aimes jouer au tennis? Do you like playing tennis? [ Nous habitons a la campagne. ~ We live in the country.
» In English it is possible to finish a sentence with a preposition such as for, Mon pére est a Londres. My father is in London.
about or on, even though some people think this is not good grammar. Restez au lit. Stay in bed.
You can NEVER end a French sentence with a preposition. ‘ Jean est entré, un livre a la Jean came in with a book in his
Le café au lait, c’est pour qui? Who's the white coffee for? main. hand.
De quoi parlez-vous? What are you talking about? _ T{/p
T {/p ﬂ ais us/ed to mean i7 with thﬁ nhames of tO\;VhS antd cititer:]s, and au ﬂ
FRE : s singular) or aux (plural) with the names of countries that are
The French preposition is not always the direct equivalent of the fna i uIin)e » Fren(fh. D

preposition that is used in English. It is often difficult to give just one

English equivalent for French prepositions, as the way they are used J'habite au Mexique. I live in Mexico.
varies so much between the two languages. | Elle est aux Etats-Unis. She’s in the States.

» a can mean to.
Je vais au cinéma ce soir. I’'m going to the cinema tonight.
..... Donne le ballon a ton frére. Give the ball to your brother.
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Top
a is used to mean to with the names of towns and cities, and au
(singular) or aux (plural) with the names of countries that are

masculine in French.

Je vais assez souvent a Paris.
Il va aux Etats-Unis la semaine
prochaine.

| go to Paris quite often.
He’s going to the States
next week.

P

> ais also used with de to mean from ... to ...
the journey from London to Paris
The bank is open from 9 to 12.

le trajet de Londres a Paris

La banque est ouverte de 9
heures a midi.

Je suis en vacances du 21 juin
au 5 juillet.

I'm on holiday from 21 June to
5 July.
> a can mean on.

Il y a deux beaux tableaux au  There are two beautiful paintings

mur. on the wall.

Le bureau se trouve au premier The office is on the first floor.
étage.

Qu'est-ce qu’ily a a la télé ce  What's on TV tonight?

soir?

@ Note that a and sur can both mean on in English. sur usually means
on the top of something. sur la télé means on top of the TV set, but
a la télé means broadcast on TV. Both can be translated as on the TV
in English. sur le mur means on top of the wall, but au mur means
hanging on the wall.

> ais often used to describe:
e what someone looks like or is wearing

the woman with the green hat
a boy with blue eyes

la femme au chapeau vert
un gargon aux yeux bleus
® how something is done

hand-made
to machine-wash

fait a la main
laver a la machine
@ what a type of food is made of

une tarte aux poires
un sandwich au jambon

a pear tart
a ham sandwich

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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® how you travel
On y va a pied? Shall we walk?
Il est venu a vélo. He came on his\ bike.

|

Apart from a vélo and a cheval (meaning on horseback), the
prepositions en and par are used with most other means of
transport.

» a can also show what something is used for.

une boite aux lettres a letter box
une machine a laver a washing machine
une tasse a café a coffee cup

({] Note that une tasse a café means a coffee cup, but une tasse de café
means a cup of coffee. In the same way, un verre a vin means a wine
glass but un verre de vin means a glass of wine.

» ais used with times, centuries and the names of festivals.
at three o’clock
in the twentieth century

at Christmas
at Easter

a trois heures
au vingtiéeme siécle
a Noél
a Paques

» ais used to talk about distances and rates.
La maison est a 6 kilomeétres The house is 6 kilometres from here.
d'ici.
C’est a deux minutes de chez
moi. y
Je suis payé a I'heure.

It’s two minutes from my place.

I'm pald by the hour.

Ce cahier est a Pa
C’est a toi?
C'est a qui de nettoye\la salle
de bains?

» a shows who owns so et\mg, or whose turn/ it is. \
"\ N ﬁThIS notebook is PauIs
Is this Zours7
Whose turn is it to clean the
@)athroom7

» If you want to say where something hurts, you use a.
J’ai mal a la téte. I've got a headache.

J’ai mal aux jambes. My legs ache.
Jai mal a la gorge. I’'ve got a sore throat.
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» a is used with certain adjectives. |
Son écriture est difficile a lire.  His/Her writing is difficult to read.
Je suis prét a tout. I'm ready for anything.

L For more information about Prepositions after adjectives, see page 183.

» a is used with certain verbs.
s'intéresser a quelque chose
penser a quelque chose

to be interested in something
to think about something

Lo For more information about Prepositions after verbs, see page 178.

» Finally, some common ways of saying goodbye contain a.

A bientot! See you soon!
A demain! See you tomorrow! ‘
A samedi! See you Saturday! '

A tout a I'heure! See you later!

(2] de

» de is used as part of the partitive article, which is usually the equivalent of
some or any in English.

> For more information on the Partitive article, see page 22.

Tip
When de is followed by le, the two words become du. Similarly,
when de is followed by les, the two words become des.

> For more information on Articles, see page 12.

A
5

I’'m from Edinburgh. '
|
|
\

» de can mean from.
Je viens d’Edimbourg.
une lettre de Rachid
Je la vois de temps en temps.

Tip
de changes to d’ in front of a word starting with a vowel,
most words starting with h, and the French word y.

a letter from Rachid
| see her from time to time.

7
A

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-Xii.
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» de is also used with a to mean from ... to ...
le trajet de Londres a Paris the journey from London to Paris
La banque est ouverte de 9 The bank is open from 9 to 12.
heures a midi.
Je suis en vacances du 21 juin
au 5 juillet.

I'm on holiday from 21 June to
5 July.

» de often shows who or what something belongs to.

a friend of the family

the windows of the house
Marie-Pierre’s car

un ami de la famille

les fenétres de la maison

la voiture de Marie-Pierre
» de can indicate what something contains, when it usually corresponds to

of in English.

une boite d'allumettes

deux bouteilles de vin

une tasse de café

a box of matches

two bottles of wine

a cup of coffee

Note that une tasse de café means a cup of coffee but une tasse a
café means a coffee cup. In the same way, un verre a vin means a
wine glass but un verre de vin means a glass of wine.

» de can describe what material something is made of.

a cotton dress
a wooden door

une robe de coton
une porte de bois

used when it is important to stress the material.

un bracelet en or a gold bracelet

» You can use de to say what something is used for.
a sleeping bag
a football pitch
a bus stop

un sac de couchage
un terrain de foot
un arrét de bus
» de is found after superlatives (the most..., the biggest, the least ... and so on).
the most beautiful city in the world

the least interesting film in the
festival

la plus belle ville du monde
le film le moins intéressant
du festival

> For more information on Superlative adjectives, see page 34.

Tip /!
en can also be used to say what something is made of, and is
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» de is used in phrases to talk about quantities.

Elle fait beaucoup de fautes. She makes a lot of mistakes.
Combien de personnes as-tu How many people have you invited?
invitées?

» de is used with certain adjectives.
I’'m very surprised to see you.
He's sad to be leaving.

Je suis trés surpris de te voir.
Il est triste de partir.

O  For more information on Prepositions after adjectives, see page 183.

Grammar Extral
If you want to use an adjective after quelque chose, rien, quelqu’un and personne,
you link the words with de.
quelqu’un d’'important
quelque chose d'intéressant
rien d’amusant

someone important
something interesting
nothing funny

» de is found after certain verbs.

dépendre de quelque chose
parler de quelque chose

to depend on something
to talk about something

> For more information on Prepositions after verbs, see page 178.

(3] en

[_Z] Note that en is never followed by an article such as le, du or des.

» en is used to talk about a place. It can be the equivalent of the English to
or in.

I'm going to town.

He has a flat in town.

We're going to France this summer.
We live in France.

Je vais en ville.

Il a un appartement en ville.
Nous allons en France cet été.
Nous habitons en France.

Top A
en is used with the names of countries that are feminine in French. =~
Use a with the names of towns and cities, and au or aux with
masculine countries. .
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» en is used to talk about years and months, and to say how long something
will take, when it is the equivalent of in/within:
en 1923 in 1923
en janvier in January
Je le ferai en trois jours. I'll do it in three days.

Grammar Extral
en and dans can both be used in French to talk about a length of time, but the
meaning is very different.
Je le ferai dans trois jours. I'll do it in three days.
Je le ferai en trois jours. I'll do it in three days.

Though both can be translated in the same way, the first sentence means that you'll do
it in three days’ time; the second means that it will take three days for you to do it.

» en is used with the names of the seasons, except for spring.

en été in summer
en automne in autumn
en hiver in winter
BUT: au printemps in spring

» en is used for most means of transport.
Je suis venu en voiture.
C’est plus rapide en train.
Il est allé en [talie en avion.

Tip

The prepositions a and par are also used with means of transport.

| came by car.
It's quicker by train.
He flew to ltaly.

» Use en to say what language something is in.
une lettre écrite en espagnol  a letter written in Spanish
Dis-le en anglais. Say it in English.

» en can be used to say what something is made of when you particularly
want to stress the material.

a bracelet made of gold, a gold

bracelet

a coat made of leather, a leather

coat

un bracelet en or

un manteau en cuir
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Tip

de can also be used to say what something is made of.

ﬂ Some other common prepositions

[{) Note that some of these words are also adverbs, for example, avant,
depuis.

une porte de bois a wooden door

y Tfes 11 For more information on the Adverbs, see page 152.
» en often describes the situation or state that something or someone is in. i araliar of the Aqverhs, see page- 13

Je suis en vacances. I'm on holiday. » The following prepositions are also frequently used in French:
La voiture est en panne. The car’s broken down. ) o aprés after
Tu es toujours en retard! You're always late! : P k :
‘ apres le déjeuner after lunch
> en is found before present participles, the form of the verb that ends in aprés son départ after he had left
-ing in English and -ant in French. la troisieme maison aprés la the third house after the town hall
Je fais mes devoirs en | do my homework while watching maide
regardant la téleé. TV. i Aprés vous! After you!
Il ma v
Py u en passant devant la ;loeosaw me as he came past the (¢] Note that where English uses a verb in the perfect tense following
' R after, French uses the infinitive avoir or &tre and a past participle.
past p p
> For more information on the Present participle, see page 125. 1 Nous viendrons aprés avoir fait We'll come after we’ve done the
la vaisselle. dishes.

Key pamts ® avant before

t/ 3, de and en are vel fre uent reposi io : '
ail the time. ry q p p t " WhICh y ou I Il est arrivé avant toi. He arrived before you.
; ‘ N :
|/ Each of them has severai pQSS,b‘e meanlngs, whwch d ep en d o Tournez a gauche avant la Turn left before the post office.

the context they are used in,

[Z] Note that where English uses a verb ending in -ing after before,

poste.
French uses de followed by the infinitive.
{

Je préfére finir mes devoirs | prefer to finish my homework
avant de manger. before eating.

| ® avec with

| avec mon peére with my father
une chambre avec salle de bain a room with its own bathroom
Ouvre-la avec un couteau. Open it with a knife.

® chez

Elle est chez Pierre. She’s at Pierre’s house.
Elle va chez Pierre. She’s going to Pierre’s house,
Je reste chez moi ce weekend. |I'm staying at home this weekend
Je vais rentrer chez moi. I’'m going home.

lls habitent prés de chez moi.  They live near my house.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Tip

| chez is also used with the name of jobs or professions to indicate
:“lm a shop or place of business.
;J‘ Je vais chez le médecin. I’'m going to the doctor’s.

® contre against

| -
H‘ Ne mets pas ton vélo contre
le mur.

Don't put your bike against the wall.

® dans in, into
He's in his bedroom.
We're spending a week in the Alps.

Il est dans sa chambre.

| Nous passons une semaine
| dans les Alpes.

dans deux mois in two months’ time

\\H Il est entré dans mon bureau. = He came into my office.

Grammar Extral
dans and en can both be used in French to talk about a length of time, but the
‘ meaning is very different.
Je le ferai dans trois jours. I'll do it in three days.
Je le ferai en trois jours. I'll do it in three days.

Though both can be translated in the same way, the first sentence means that you'll do
it in three days’ time; the second means that it will take three days for you to do it.

® depuis since, for
Elle habite Paris depuis 1998.  She’s been living in Paris since 1998.

‘ Elle habite Paris depuis cing She’s been living in Paris for five
ans. years.

(£) Note that French uses the present tense with depuis to talk about
actions that started in the past and are still going on.

‘ Il est en France depuis le mois He's been in France since
de septembre. September. (and he is still there)

‘ If you are saying how long something has NOT happened for, you use
the perfect tense with depuis.

Nous ne l'avons pas vu depuis We haven’t seen him for
un mois. a month.

> For more information on the Present tense and the Perfect tense, see
pages 71 and 111.

|
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derriére behind

derriére la porte behind the door

devant in front of
Il est assis devant moi.

He’'s sitting in front of me.

® entre ... et between ... and

Il est assis entre son pére et He's sitting between his father and

son oncle. his uncle.
Le bureau est fermé entre 13 The office is closed between 1 and
et 14 heures. 2 p.m.

® jusque as far as, until
Je te raccompagne jusque
chez toi.
Jusqu’ou vas-tu? How far are you going?
Jusqu‘ici nous n'avons pas eu Up to now we’ve had no problems.
de probléemes.

Je reste_jusqu’a la fin du mois. I’'m staying until the end of the
month.

Top A

jusque changes to jusqu’ before a word beginning with a vowel,
most words starting with h, and the French word y. /\j

I'll go with you as far as your house.

® par by, with, per

deux par deux two by two
par le train by train
par la poste by post
par email by email

Son nom commence par un H. His name begins with H.

Prenez trois cachets par jour.  Take three tablets per day.

Le voyage coiite quatre cents  The trip costs four hundred euros
euros par personne. per person.

Nous nous voyons une fois par We see each other once a month.
mois.

Il est tombé par terre. He fell down.

Il y a beaucoup de touristes There are a lot of tourists around
par ici. here.
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Tip

The prepositions 4 and en are also used with means of transport.

® pendant during, for
Ca s’est passé pendant I'été.
Il n’a pas pu travailler pendant
plusieurs mois.

It happened during the summer.
He couldn’t work for several
months.

Tip
French uses the perfect tense with pendant to talk about actions ﬂ
in the past that are completed.

Nous avons habité pendant dix We lived in Scotland for ten
ans en Ecosse. years. (but don’t any more)

You can also miss out pendant.

Nous avons habité dix ans en  We lived in Scotland for ten

Ecosse. years.
pendant is also used to talk about something that will happen in the
future.
Je serai a New York pendant I'll be in New York for a month.
un mois.

> For more information on the Perfect tense, see page 111.

e

® pour for (who or what something is for, and where something or someone is
going)
C’est un cadeau pour toi.
Nous voudrions une chambre
pour deux nuits.
le train pour Bordeaux

It's a present for you.
We'd like a room for two nights.

the train for Bordeaux

(£) Note that pour can also be used with infinitives, when it has the
meaning of in order to.

Elle téléphone pour savoir a She’s ringing to find out what time
quelle heure on arrivera. we'll get there.
Pour aller a Nice, s'il vous plait? Which way is it to Nice, please?

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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® sans without
Elle est venue sans son frére.
un café sans sucre
un pull sans manches

She came without her brother.
a coffee without sugar
a sleeveless sweater

m Note that sans can also be used before infinitives in French. In English a
verb form ending in -ing is used after without.

Elle est partie sans dire au revoir. She left without saying goodbye.

® sauf except

Tout le monde vient sauf lui. Everyone’s coming except him.

® sous under
under the table
underground

sous la table
sous terre

® suron

Put it down on the desk.

Your bag is on the table.

You'll see the hospital on your left.

Pose-le sur le bureau.

Ton sac est sur la table.

Vous verrez I’hopital sur votre
gauche.

un livre sur la politique

a book on politics

m Note that & and sur can both mean on in English. sur usually means
on the top of something. sur la télé means on top of the TV set, but
3 la télé means broadcast on TV. Both can be translated as on the TV
in English. sur le mur means on top of the wall, but au mur means

hanging on the wall.

T 11 ’i
With numbers and measurements sur can also mean in, out of )
and by.

une personne sur six

J’ai eu quatorze sur vingt en

one person in ten
| got 14 out of 20 in maths.

maths.
La piéce fait quatre métres sur The room measures four metres
deux. by two. //\

® vers towards (a place), at about
He was going towards the station.
| go home at about 5 o’clock.

Il allait vers la gare.
Je rentre chez moi vers cinqg
heures.

&
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» voici (meaning this is, here is) and voila (meaning there is, that is) are two

very useful prepositions that French speakers often use to point things out.

Voici mon frére et voila ma
soeur.

Voici ton sac.

Le voici!

Tiens! Voila Paul.

Tu as perdu ton stylo? En voila
un autre.

Les voila!

This is my brother and that’s my
sister.

Here’s your bag.

Here he/it is!

Look! There’s Paul.

Have you lost your pen? Here's
another one.

There they are!

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Prepositions consisting of more than one word

» Prepositions can also be made up of several words instead of just one.

au bord de  at the edge of, at the side of
au bout de  after

a cause de because of

au-dessous de below

au-dessus de above
aufond de  at the bottom of, at the end of

au milieu de in the middle of

Au bout d’'un moment, il s’est  Aftera while, he fell asleep.

endormi.
Nous ne pouvons pas sortir We can’t go out because of the bad

a cause du mauvais temps. weather. '
J'ai garé la voiture au bord de | parked the car by the side of the

la route. road.

Mon porte-monnaie est au fond My purse is at the bottom of my
de mon sac. bag.

Place le vase au milieu de la Put the vase in the middle of the
table. table.
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» Here are some verbs taking a in French that have a different construction in
English.
croire a quelque chose
s'intéresser a quelqu’un/quelque
chose
jouer a quelque chose
obéir a quelqu’un

ﬂ penser a quelqu’un/quelque chose

Prepositions after verbs

» Some French verbs can be followed by an infinitive (the to form of the verb)
and linked to it by either de or a, or no preposition at all. This is also true of
verbs and their objects: the person or thing that the verb ‘happens’ to.

to believe in something

to be interested in someone/
something

to play something (sports, games)
to obey someone

to think about someone/something
to answer someone

to phone someone

> For more information on Verbs followed by an infinitive, see page 133.

répondre a quelqu’un
téléphoner a quelqu’un

i A

When you are using jouer to talk about sports and games, you
use a. When you are using jouer to talk about musical instruments,

The preposition that is used in French is not always the same as the
one that is used in English. Whenever you learn a new verb, try to é

learn which preposition can be used after it too. /\3

» The lists in this section concentrate on those French verbs that involve a

different construction from the one that is used in English.
you use de.

jouer au tennis

jouer aux échecs
jouer de la guitare to play the guitar
jouer du piano to play the piano //\,

3 . lay tennis
Verbs that are followed by a + object 9 R e
to play chess
> ais often the equivalent of the English word to when it is used with an
indirect object after verbs like send, give and say.
dire quelque chose a quelqu’un to say something to someone

donner quelque chose a quelqu’un to give something to someone

écrire quelque chose a quelqu’un  to write something to someone
envoyer quelque chose a quelqu’un to send something to someone
montrer quelque chose a quelqu’un to show something to someone

> For more information on Indirect objects, see page 49.

» plaire followed by a is a common way of saying you like something.

to someone or to give someone something; to show something to
someone or to show someone something.
You can NEVER miss out a in French in the way that you can

Tip A
There is an important difference between French and English
with this type of verb. In English, you can say either to give something

sometimes miss out to in English. //\

plaire a quelqu’un

to please someone (literally)

Ton cadeau me plait beaucoup. | like your present a lot.

Ce film plait beaucoup aux
jeunes.

This film is very popular with young
people.

Grammar Extral

manquer a works quite differently from its English equivalent, to miss. The English object
s the French subject, and the English subject is the French object.

manquer a quelqu’un

Tu (subject) me (object) manques.
Mon pays (subject) me (object)
manque beaucoup.

to be missed by someone (literally)

| (subject) miss you (object).

| (subject) miss my country (object) very
much.

» There are also some verbs where you can put a direct object before a. The

verb demander is the most common.

demander quelque chose a quelqu’un to ask someone something, to ask

someone for something

£ For more information on Direct objects, see page 47.
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() Note that demander in French does NOT mean to demand. It means Grammar Extral
to ask something or to a ing. .
in French, use egxi &F sk for something, i you want to say dematd he verb se tromper de quelque chose is often the equivalent of to get the wrong ...
; i 5 o Vil Je me suis trompé de numéro. | got the wrong number.
Nous avons demandé notre We asked a taxi driver the way. Je me suis trompé de maison. I got the wrong house.
chemin a un chauffeur de taxi.
J'exige des excuses! | demand an apology!

|3 Verbs taking a direct object in French but not in English

» In English there are a few verbs that are followed by for, on, in, to or at

[2] Verbs that are followed by de + object

> !-IeEe alltehsome verbs taking de in French that have a different construction which, in French, are not followed by a preposition such as a or de. Here
in English. ) ) ;
g . are the most common:
changer de quelque chose to change something (one’s shoes and so on) attendre quelqu’un/quelque chose  to wait for sb/sth
dep'endre:_e RGNy SdeP g I endsane; semetitig chercher quelqu’un/quelque chose to look E sb/sth
quelque chose o
/ ! . d Iqu’ | h to ask for sb/sth
s'excuser de quelque chose to apologize for something éem:nder qlue ,ql::n/ qlue qt’:‘ - o ;Zte_no_to s{o 5t
jouer de quelque chose to play something COl’l €F quelqu v hque s s f_ th
parler de quelque chose  to talk about something el ql:e quehc o to OP(; _OLtSh
payer quelque chose o pay for s

se servir de quelque chose to use something
se souvenir de quelqu’un/ to remember someone/something

quelque chose m Note that attendre does NOT mean to attend in English. It means to
wait for. If you want to say that you attend something, use assister

regarder quelqu’un/quelque chose to look at sb/sth

Tf/p ﬂ a quelque chose.
When you are using jouer to talk about sports and games, you Je t'attends devant la gare. I'll wait for you in front of the
use a. When you are using jouer to talk about musical instruments, station.
you use de. Vous allez assister au concert? Are you going to attend the
jouer au tennis to play tennis concert?
jouer aux échecs  to play chess . ! -
! B . play ) » habiter can be used with or without a preposition:
!ouer de Ia. guitare to play the g.untar e habiter is mostly used without a preposition when you are talking about
jouer du piano to play the piano oy living in a house, a flat and so on
> Some common phrases using avoir also contain de. Nous habitons un_petlt We live in a small flat in town.
X Y appartement en ville.
avoir besoin de quelque chose to need something . g 3 y
avoir envie de quelque chose  to want something e ha;blter with Iwhen Y 2;: S:e talkihg abeUt attp W?hoz A alu
avoir peur de quelque chose to be afraid of something i(:’;gr]:nirlz i AR & Mames qf countiles T Al nascne
» There are a_lso some verbs where you can put a direct object before de. Nous habitons a Liverpool. We live in Liverpool.
vEméraleio thejinostatimmen. Nous habitons aux Etats-Unis. We live in the United States.
remercier quelqu’un de quelque chose to thank someone for somethin ; - :
vy fow 9 e use habiter with en when you are talking about feminine countries
> For more information on Direct objects, see page 47. Nous habitons en Espagne. We live in Spain.

For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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Prepositions after adjectives

» Just like verbs, some French adjectives can be linked to what follows by
either 3 or de.

» An adjective followed by de or a can be followed by a noun, a pronoun or
an infinitive.

» Some adjectives that can be followed by de are used to say how you feel,
that you are certain about something, or that it is necessary or important
to do something. These are the most common:

certain certain
content happy
désolé sorry

enchanté delighted
heureux happy
important  important
malheureux unhappy
nécessaire  necessary

sar sure

triste sad

Tu es sir de pouvoir venir? Are you sure you can come?
Enchanté de faire votre Delighted to meet you.
connaissance.

Il est nécessaire de réserver. You have to book.

Grammar Extral

» Some adjectives, such as facile (meaning easy), intéressant (meaning interesting) or
impossible (meaning impossible), can be followed by either a or de. de tends to be
used when you are saying something that is generally true. & tends to be used when
you are saying something about someone or something in particular.

Il est difficile de prendre une It’s difficult to make a decision.
décision.

1l est difficile a connaitre. He's difficult to get to know.

Son accent est difficile a His accent is difficult to understand.
comprendre.




| (_CONJUNCTIONS )

‘s“‘\ What is a conjunction?

A conjunction is a word such as and, but, or, so, if and because, that links
| two words or phrases of a similar type, or two parts of a sentence, for
example, Diane and | have been friends for years; | left because | was bored.

N“ et, mais, ou, parce que and si
> et, mais, ou, parce que and si are the most common conjunctions that you
need to know in French.

|
‘.H ® etand

\H

M toi et moi you and me

“ Il pleut et il fait trés froid. It’s raining and it’s very cold.

| ® mais but

M C’est cher mais de trés bonne  It's expensive, but very good quality.
“\ qualité.

“ (€] Note that mais is also commonly found in front of oui and si.
\“‘ “Tu viens ce soir?’ — ‘Mais oui!" ‘Are you coming tonight?’ —
\ ‘Definitely!’

‘Il n"a pas encore fini?’ - ‘Hasn’t he finished yet?’ — ‘He

‘Mais si!’ certainly has!’
| ® ouor
\ Tu préféres le vert ou le bleu? Do you like the green one or the
blue one?

Donne-moi ¢a ou je me fache!  Give me that or I'll get cross!

| T A

Be careful not to confuse ou (meaning or) with oili (meaning //\f

where).

® parce que because

‘ Je ne peux pas sortir parce que | can’t go out because I've still got
9 9
j'ai encore du travail a faire. work to do.

N
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i il

parce que changes to parce qu'’ before a word beginning with a
vowel, most words starting with h, and the French word y.

: i cuesy 3 2
Il ne vient pas parce qu'il n'a He isn’t coming becaus

?
pas de voiture. doesn’t have a car.

® siif
Je me demande si elle ment.
Si j'étais a ta place, je ne
I'inviterais pas.

e A

si changes to s’ before il or ils.
S'il ne pleut pas, on mangera
dehors.

| wonder if she’s lying.
If I were you, | wouldn’t invite him.

If it doesn’t rain, we’ll eat
outside.
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Some other common conjunctions
» Here are some other common French conjunctions:
® car because

You need to take a bus to get there
because cars are prohibited.

Il faut prendre un bus pour y
accéder car il est interdit d'y
monter en voiture.

E] Note that car is used in formal language or in writing. The normal
way of saying because is parce que.
® comme as

Comme il pleut, je prends la
voiture.

® donc so

J’ai raté le train, donc je serai
en retard.

® lorsque when

J'allais composer ton numéro
lorsque tu as appelé.

® quand when
Je ne sors pas quand il pleut.

(€] Note that when quand and lorsque are used to talk about something
that will happen in the future, the French verb has to be in the future
tense even though English uses a verb in the present tense.

As it's raining, I’'m taking the car.

I missed the train, so I'll be late.

| was about to dial your number
when you called.

| don’t go out when it rains.

Quand je serai riche, jachéterai When I'm rich, Ill buy a nice house.

une belle maison.

> For more information on the Present tense and the Future tense, see pages
71 and 98.
» French, like English, also has conjunctions which have more than one part.
Here are the most common:
® ne ... ni... ni neither ... nor
Je n’aime ni les lentilles ni I like neither lentils nor spinach.
les épinards.

Note that the ne part of this expression goes just before the verb.

® ou ... ou, ou bien ... ou bien either ... or
Ou il est malade ou il ment. Either he’s sick or he’s lying.

Ou bien il m’évite ou bien il Either he's avoiding me or else he
ne me reconnait pas. doesn’t recognize me.

A O e
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The conjunction que
» When que is used to join two parts of a sentence, it means that.
He says that he loves me.

Il dit qu’il m‘aime.
She knows that you’re here.

Elle sait que vous étes la.

Tip
In English you could say both He says he loves me and He says that
he loves me, or She knows you’re here and She knows that you're here.

You can NEVER leave out que in French in the same way.

P

» que is also used when you are comparing two things or two people. In this
case, it means as or than.

lls n’y vont pas aussi souvent  They don’t go as often as us.

gue nous.
Les melons sont plus chers gue Melons are more expensive than
les bananes. bananas.

£y  For more information on Comparative adjectives, see page 34.

» Some words which give you information about when something happens,
can also be conjunctions if you put que after them. pendant que (meaning
while) is the most common of these.

Christian a téléphoné pendant Christian phoned while Chantal was
que Chantal prenait son bain.  in the bath.

m Note that when pendant que (meaning while), quand (meaning when)

and lorsque (meaning when) are used to talk about something that
will happen in the future, the French verb has to be in the future tense

even though English uses a verb in the present tense.

Pendant que je serai en France, !ll go and visit them while I'm in
j'irai les voir. France.

Ly For more information on the Present tense and the Future tense, see pages
71 and 98.

Grammar Extral
que can replace another conjunction to avoid having to repeat it.

Quand tu seras plus grand et When you're older and you have
que tu auras une maison a toi, ... a house of your own, ...

Comme il pleut et que je n'ai As it’s raining and | don’t have an
pas de parapluie, ... umbrella, ...
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91
100
101
300
301
1000
2000

(_ NUMBERS )

un (une)

deux

trois

quatre

cing

six

sept

huit

neuf

dix

onze

douze

treize
quatorze
quinze

seize

dix-sept
dix-huit
dix-neuf

vingt

vingt et un (une)
vingt-deux
trente
quarante
cinquante
soixante
soixante-dix
soixante et onze
soixante-douze
quatre-vingts

quatre-vingt-un (-une)

quatre-vingt-dix
quatre-vingt-onze
cent

cent un (une)
trois cents

trois cent un (une)
mille

deux mille

1,000,000 un million

y
|
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st premier (1€), premiére (17€)
2nd deuxieme (28 or 26™M€) or second(e) (2"d(®))
3rd troisieme (3© or 3¢M€)

4th quatrieme (4€ or 46M€)

5th cinquiéme (5€ or 56M€)

6th sixieme (6€ or 65M€)

7th septieme (7€ or 76M€)

8th huitieme (8€ or 8€M€)

9th neuvieme (9¢ or 9¢M€)

10th dixieme (10€ or 10e\me)

11th onziéme (11€ or 11€M€)

12th douziéme (12€ or 126M€)

13th treizieme (13€ or 13€M€)

14th quatorzieme (14 or 14M€)
15th quinziéme (15€ or 15M€)

16th seizieme (16€ or 166M€)

17th dix-septieme (17€ or 17€M€)
18th dix-huitiéme (18€ or 18€M€)
19th dix-neuvieme (19€ or 19¢M€)
20th vingtieme (20€ or 20°M€)
21st vingt et unieme (21€ or 21€M€)
22nd vingt-deuxiéme (22€ or 22€M€)
30th trentieme (30€ or 30€M€)
100th centiéme (100€ or 100€M¢€)
101st cent uniéme (101 or 101M€)
1000th  millizme (1000© or 10008M€)
1/2 un demi

1/3 un tiers

2/3 deux tiers

1/4 un quart

1/5 un cinquieme

0.5 zéro virgule cinq (0,5)

3.4 trois virgule quatre (3,4)

10% dix pour cent

100% cent pour cent

EXEMPLES EXAMPLES
Il habite au dix. He lives at number ten.

a la page dix-neuf
au chapitre sept

on page nineteen
in chapter seven

Il habite au cinquiéme (étage). He lives on the fifth floor.

Il est arrivé troisieme.
échelle au vingt-cing millieme

He came in third.

scale one to twenty-five thousand
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L'HEURE

Quelle heure est-il?
Il est...

une heure

une heure dix

une heure et quart

une heure et demie

deux heures moins vingt
deux heures moins le quart

A quelle heure?

a minuit

a midi

a une heure (de I'aprés-midi)
a huit heures (du soir)

a 11h15 or

onze heures quinze

a 20h45 or

vingt heures quarante-cinq

LA DATE
LES JOURS DE LA SEMAINE

lundi
mardi
mercredi
jeudi
vendredi
samedi
dimanche

Quand?

lundi

le lundi

tous les lundis
mardi dernier
vendredi prochain
samedi en huit
samedi en quinze

THE TIME

What time is it?
Its...
one o’clock
ten past one
quarter past one
half past one
twenty to two
quarter to two

At what time?
at midnight
at midday, at noon
at one o’clock (in the afternoon)
at eight o’clock (in the evening)
at 11.15 or eleven fifteen

at 20.45 or twenty forty-five

THE DATE
DAYS OF THE WEEK

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

When?

on Monday

on Mondays

every Monday

last Tuesday

next Friday

a week on Saturday
two weeks on Saturday

(£) Note that days of the week are NOT written with a capital letter in
French.

LES MOIS
janvier
février
mars
avril
mai
juin
juillet
aolt
septembre
octobre
novembre
décembre

Quand?
en février
le 1€F décembre
le premier décembre
en 1998
en mille neuf cent quatre-
vingt-dix-huit
Quel jour sommes-nous?
Nous sommes le...

lundi 26 février or
lundi vingt-six février

dimanche 1€F octobre or
dimanche premier octobre
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MONTHS OF THE YEAR

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

When?
in February
on December 1st
on December first
in 1998
in nineteen ninety-eight

What day is it?

It's...
Monday 26 February or
Monday twenty-sixth of
February

Sunday 1st October or
Sunday the first of October

m Note that months of the year are NOT written with a capital letter in
French.
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VOCABULAIRE

Quand?
aujourd’hui
ce matin
cet aprés-midi
ce soir

Souvent?
tous les jours
tous les deux jours
une fois par semaine
deux fois par semaine
une fois par mois

Ca s’est passé quand?
le matin
le soir
hier
hier soir
avant-hier
il y a une semaine
il y a quinze jours

USEFUL VOCABULARY

When?
today
this morning
this afternoon
this evening

How often?
every day
every other day
once a week
twice a week
once a month

When did it happen?
in the morning
in the evening
yesterday
yesterday evening
the day before yesterday
a week ago
two weeks ago

; : 2 =
I’an dernier or I'année derniére last year

Ca va se passer quand?
demain
demain matin
apres-demain
dans deux jours
dans une semaine
dans quinze jours
le mois prochain
I’an prochain or I'année
prochaine

When is it going to happen?
tomorrow
tomorrow morning
the day after tomorrow
in two days
in a week
in two weeks
next month
next year

|

‘fleneral problems

» You can't always translate French into English and E
tor word. While occasionally it is possible to do this, often it is not. For

example:
« English phrasal verbs (verbs followed by a preposition or adverb),

£y For more information on Prepositions, see page 162.

("SOME COMMON DIFFICULTIES )

nglish into French word

for example, to run away, to fall down, are often translated by
ONE word in French.

continuer to go on
tomber to fall down
rendre to give back

+0  For more information on Verbs, see pages 69-137.

 Sentences which contain a verb and preposition in English, might
NOT contain a preposition in French.
to pay for something

payer quelque chose
to look at somebody/something

regarder quelqu’un/quelque
chose

écouter quelqu’un/quelque
chose

to listen to somebody/something

o Similarly, sentences which contain a verb and preposition in
French, might NOT contain a preposition in English.

obéir a quelqu’un/quelque to obey somebody/something

chose

changer de quelque chose

manquer de quelque chose

to change something
to lack something

« The same French preposition may be translated into English in
different ways.

parler de quelque chose to talk about something

sir de quelque chose sure of something

voler quelque chose a quelqu‘un to steal something from someone

croire a quelque chose to believe in something
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e A word which is singular in English may not be in French.

les bagages luggage

ses cheveux his/her hair

e Similarly, a word which is singular in French may not be in
English.

un short shorts

mon pantalon my trousers

> For more information on Nouns, see page 1.

e In English, you can use s to show who or what something
belongs to; in French, you have to use de.

my brother’s car

the children’s bedroom

la voiture de mon frére
la chambre des enfants

> For more information on the preposition de, see page 166.

Specific problems

-ing
» The -ing ending in English is translated in a number of different ways in
French:
e to be ...-ing is translated by a verb consisting of one word.
He’s leaving tomorrow.
I was reading a book.

Il part demain.
Je lisais un roman.

> For more information on Verbs, see pages 69—137.

[B Note that when you are talking about somebody’s or something’s
physical position, you use a past participle.

She’s sitting over there.
He was lying on the ground.

Elle est assise la-bas
Il était couché par terre.

> For more information on the Past participle, see page 111.

» -ing can also be translated by:
e an infinitive

J’aime aller au cinéma I like going to the cinema.

Arrétez de vous disputer! Stop arguing!
Avant de partir... Before leaving...

> For more information on Infinitives, see page 133.

&

e a present participle
Etant plus timide que moi,
elle...

L2 For more information on the Present participle, see page 125.

Being shyer than me, she...

e a NOUN
Le ski me maintient en forme.  Skiing keeps me fit.

Ly For more information on Nouns, see page 1.

2| tobe
» The verb to be is generally translated by étre.
Il est tard. It's late.

Ce n’est pas possible! It’s not possible!

» When you are talking about the physical position of something, se trouver
may be used.
Ou se trouve la gare?

» In certain set phrases which describe how you are feeling or a state you are
in, the verb avoir is used.

Where's the station?

avoir chaud to be warm
avoir froid to be cold
avoir faim to be hungry
avoir soif to be thirsty
avoir peur to be afraid
avoir tort to be wrong
avoir raison to be right

» When you are describing what the weather is like, use the verb faire.

Quel temps fait-il? What's the weather like?

Il fait beau. It's lovely.
Il fait mauvais. It’s miserable.
Il fait du vent. It’s windy.

» When you are talking about someone’s age, use the verb avoir.
How old are you?
I’m fifteen.

Quel age as-tu?
J'ai quinze ans.
» When talking about your health, use the verb aller.
Comment allez-vous? How are you?
Je vais trés bien. I’'m very well.
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(3] itis, it’s
> it is and it’s are usually translated by il est or elle est when referring to a

noun.
‘Ou est mon parapluie?’ -

Where’s my umbrella? It's there, in

‘Il est la, dans le coin. the corner.
Descends la valise si elle n‘est  Bring the case down if it isn’t too
pas trop lourde. heavy.

» When you are talking about the time, use il est.
‘Quelle heure est-il?’ - ‘ll est What time is it? — It’s half past
sept heures et demie.’ seven.

» When you are describing what the weather is like, use the verb faire.

Il fait beau. It's lovely.
Il fait mauvais. It’s miserable.
11 fait du vent. It’s windy.

> If you want to say, for example, it is difficult to do something or it is easy to
do something, use il est.

Il est difficile de répondre a
cette question.

» In ALL other phrases and constructions, use c’est.
C’est moi qui ne I'aime pas. It’s me who doesn’t like him.
C’est Charles qui I'a dit. It’s Charles who said so.
C’est ici que je les ai achetés.  It's here that | bought them.
C’est parce que la poste est It's because the post office is closed
fermée que... that...

there is, there are

> Both there is and there are are translated by il y a.
Il y a quelqu’un a la porte. There is someone at the door.
Il y a cing livres sur la table. There are five books on the table.

(5] can, to be able

> If you want to talk about someone’s physical ability to do something, use
pouvoir.
Pouvez-vous faire dix
kilometres a pied?

Can you walk ten kilometres?

gt ...

It is difficult to answer this question.
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» If you want to say that you know how to do something, use savoir.
Elle ne sait pas nager. She can’t swim.
» When can is used with verbs to do with what you can see or hear, you do
NOT use pouvoir in French.

Je ne vois rien.
Il les entendait.

| can’t see anything.
He could hear them.

6] to
» The preposition to is generally translated by a.
Donne le livre a Patrick. Give the book to Patrick.

£y For more information on the preposition a, see page 163.

» When you are talking about the time, use moins.

dix heures moins cinq five to ten
a sept heures moins le quart at a quarter to seven

» If you want to say (in order) to, use pour.
Je I'ai fait pour vous aider. | did it to help you.
Il va en ville pour acheter un He's going into town to buy a
cadeau. present.




(' THE ALPHABET )

il > The Frgnch alphabet is pronounced differently from the way it is pronounced
\ “ in English. Use the list below to help you sound out the letters.

| A a [a] (ah) like ‘a’ in ‘la’
Il B, b [be] (bay)
\‘“‘ C c [se] (say)
\ D, d [de] (day)
\ ‘ E e [a] (uh) like ‘e’ in ‘le’
i F f [ef] (eff)
i Go [5] Gay)
[ | H,. h [faf] (ash)
| Lio (ce)
| Li B Gee)
| K, k [ka] (ka)
L1 [el] (ell)
. M, m [em] (emm)
| N, n [en] (enn)
~ | 0,0 [o] (oh)
P, p [pe] (pay)
“ Q q [ky] (ku) like ‘U’ in ‘une’
R, r [er] (air)
I S, s [es] (ess)
I T t [te] (tay)
1 U u [y] (u) like ‘U’ in ‘une’
‘ V,v [ve] (vay)
| W, w [dublove] (doobla-vay)
‘ X, x [iks] (eex)
‘ Y,y [igrek] (ee-grek)
‘ 7.7 [zed] (zed)

|

h For further explanation of grammatical terms, please see pages viii-xii.
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63,163
Matract nouns 16
sheter 80, 101, 108
Mlive verbs 122
tives 20, 23, 25
tives:
reement 25, 27, 39, 44, 125
tives: endings 27
tives:
inine 27,29, 34, 35
tives: followed by a/de 183
tives:
tollowed by infinitive 137
tives: participles used as125
tives: plural 30, 35
tives:
position 23, 25,32,161
slverbs 126, 152
wdverbs: word order 160
lvice 105

Mreement:
ol adjectives 25, 27, 39, 44,125
syreement: of articles 13,19
ment: of past
participle 44,114,116, 117

ment:
ol present participle 125
Mjreement:
of possessive adjectives 39
Mjreement:
ol possessive pronouns 54
reement:
of verbs 72, 74, 76, 93, 98, 105
almer 123,134
oll 41, 61
wler 70, 82,98, 104,110, 113,
132,7135
amounts 22
o 12,19
anclen 32
any 12,19, 21, 22, 24
unybody 60, 138
unyone 60, 138
wnything 60, 138
appeler 79, 100, 107
apres 159, 171
arriver 113
articles 12
o 187
.. as 34
wiking for something 105
Msez de 159

o 163
altendre 76, 85, 95, 99, 106,
112,113,119, 126, 131, 181

w 14, 55, 63, 163, 164
suquel 63
sl ... que 34,155
Mitre M

( MAIN INDEX )

aux 14, 55, 63, 163, 164
auxquelles 63
auxquels 63
avant 159
avec 16, 171

avoir 16, 48, 56, 70, 87, 111,
113,137, 160, 163, 171, 180

avoir: conditional 110
avoir: future tense 103
avoir: imperative 87
avoir: impersonal verbs 127
avoir: past participle 118
avoir: present tense 82
avoir: pluperfect tense 119
avoir:
perfect tense T112113 2118
avoir: present participle 126
avoir: subjunctive 132
be 123
beau 20,23,:29;'32
beaucoup (de) 156, 159
bel 29
belle 29
bien 36, 153, 156
body: parts of 17, 40, 165
bon 20, 23,32,153
c see ce
[ see ce
ca 66
car 186
ce 37, 65
ceci 66
cela 66
celle 66
celle-ci 67
celle-la 67
celles 66
celles-ci 67
celles-1a 67
celui 66
celui-ci 67
celui-la 67
ces 37,
ce sont 21,152,165
c'est 21,.52,:65
cet 37
c’était 65
cette 37
ceux 66
ceux-ci 67
ceux-la 67
chacun 51, 60
chaque M
cher 32,153
chez 171
-ci 37, 67
clothing 11, 164
colours: adjectives 31,.32
combien (de) 146, 159
comme 186
comment 146
comparative adjectives 34
comparative adverbs 155
comparisons 34, 52
comparisons:
pronouns used in 52

compound nouns 1,33
concrete nouns 16
conditional 105

conditional: irregular verbs 109
conditional: reflexive verbs 109

conjugations 69
conjugations: first 72
conjugations: second 74
conjugations: third 76
conjunctions 129, 184
contre 172
countries 17, 163, 164, 169
court 32

-d 105
dans 57,169,172
dates 18, 191

days of the week 5,18, 190
de 15, 20, 35, 56, 133, 135,
140, 159, 164, 166, 171,

180, 183

de: withle, la, I’ and les 15, 22,
55, 56, 63

definite article 12, 13, 16, 35
demander 179

demonstrative adjectives 37
demonstrative pronouns 65

depuis 1.59,:172
dernier 33
derriére 159; 173

des 15,:19,:20,,22,.56;.166

descendre 113,114, 115,
120, 126
describing words  see adjectives
desquelles 63
desquels 63
devant 159,173
devenir 113
devoir 102, 118,132,133
dire 118,132
direct object 114,116, 118,
135, 181
direct object pronouns 47, 58, 59
direct questions 151
doing words see verbs
dommage:
il est dommage que 128
donc 186

donner 72, 85,93, 99, 106,
112,119, 126, 130

dont 64, 67
droit 153
du 15, 22, 56, 166
duquel 63
dur 154
each 41, 60
each other 921
écouter 135
either ... or 186
elle 43, 44, 51, 66, 69
elle-méme 52
elles 43, 45, 51, 69
elles-mémes 52
emphasis 52, 66
emphatic pronouns 51
en 17,18, 56, 59, 85, 125,

126,168,172
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en train de 136
endings: adjectives 27
endings: nouns 2,3,7,89
endings: verbs 69, 72, 74, 76,

93, 94, 98, 105, 114

entendre 135
entre 173
entrer 113
-er 34,155
-erverbs 72, 85, 93, 105, 112,

119, 123, 126, 130
-er verbs: spelling changes 78,
79, 80, 81, 95, 99, 107

espérer 81,134
essayer 80, 101, 108
-est 34,155
est-ce que 143,144

et 33,184
atre 48, 65, 70, 71, 87, 92,
111, 160, 171

étre: conditional 110
étre: future tense 103
étre: imperfect tense 97
étre: impersonal verbs 127
étre: passive 123
étre: past participle 118
étre: present tense 82
étre: pluperfect tense 19
étre: perfect tense TIA9-111:3,

117,118, 119
étre: present participle 126
étre: subjunctive 132
eux 51
eux-mémes 52
every 1
everyone 60, 127
everythin, 61

faire 70, 82,103, 110, 118,
127,128,132, 134, 137, 138

falloir 103,127,134
feminine adjectives 27, 29, 34,
35

feminine nouns 1,13, 17,19,
22, 44, 45

few: a few 41

finir 74, 85, 94, 99, 106, 113,
119, 126, 131

fol 29
folle 29
fort 154
fou 29
from 166
from ... to 164, 167

future tense 71, 98, 174, 186
future tense: irregular verbs 102
future tense: reflexive verbs 102

geler 79,100, 107, 128
gender 1. 2.3
gentil 153
gentiment 153
grand 32
gros 32
habiter 182
haut 32
he 43, 51, 69
hein 150
her 39, 47, 51
hers 54
herself 52
him 47, 51

himself 52
his 39, 54
how 146
how much/many 146
1 43, 51
il 43, 44, 66, 69, 127
il est 55,128
il fait 128
il faut (que) 102, 118, 128,

129,351,390
il manque 128
il parait que 128
il pleut 45,103,118
il reste 128
il semble que 128
il vaut mieux (que) 129
ily a 56,128
ils 43, 45, 69
imperative 48, 85
imperative: irregular verbs 87
imperative: word order 86

imperfect tense
imperfect tense:

92,119, 160

irregular verbs 97
imperfect tense:

reflexive verbs 96
impersonal verbs 127
in 35, 163, 168, 169
-ing 125, 137, 162,171,175
indefinite adjectives 41
indefinite articles 12,19
indefinite article:

in negative sentences 20
indefinite article: use of 21
indefinite pronouns 60
indirect object 122,178

indirect object pronouns 58, 59

indirect questions 151

infinitives 48, 65,72, 74, 76,

88,105, 111, 129, 130,

131,137, 140

infinitives: after adjectives 137
infinitives:

after another verb 98, 133
infinitives:

after prepositions 171, 174, 175
in order to 175
instructions 137
invariable adjectives 31
inversion 143
invert 143
-irverbs 74, 84, 85, 94, 105,

112; 115, 119, 120, 123,526
irreqular comparative and

superlative adjectives 35
irregular comparative and
superlative adverbs 156

irregular feminine adjectives 29
irreqular verbs: conditional 109
irregular verbs: future tense 102
irregular verbs: imperative 87
irregular verbs:

imperfect tense 97
irregular verbs: passive 124
irregular verbs: perfect tense 118
irregular verbs:

pluperfect tense 121
irregular verbs:
present participles 126

irregular verbs:
present tense

82, 84

irregular verbs: subjunctive 137

it
its
itself

amais
e
eter
eune
obs
oli
ouer
usque
'

la

-la

la leur

la mienne
la moins
la notre
la plus

la sienne
la tienne
la votre
lancer
languages
laquelle
le

le leur

le meilleur
le mien

le mieux
le moindre
le moins
le notre
le pire

le pis

le plus

le plus mal
le sien

le tien

le votre
least

lent
lentement
lequel

les

les leurs
les miennes
les miens
les moins
les notres
les plus
les siennes
les siens
les tiennes
les tiens
les votres
lesquelles
lesquels
less

let’s

leur

leurs

lever

-l
long
lorsque

43, 44, 47, 66, 12/

39

52

see |¢

157

43, 69

79, 100, 107
32

21

32

179, 180
173

see le, la
13, 47

38, 67

54

54

35

54

34

54

54

54

78, 95, 126
5,17,169
63, 149
13, 47, 48
54

36

54

36, 156
36

80, 101, 108
98

32

186

) 49, 51
Mméme 52
" see me
"a 39
mals 184
mal 153, 156
manger 78, 96, 126, 127
manguer 128,179
masculine adjectives 25, 27, 28,
29, 30
smasculine and feminine forms
of words Z
masculine nouns 1,13, 19, 22,
44, 45
mauvais 32,153, 154
me 47, 49, 89
me 47, 51
measurements 175
mellleur 32, 36,153
méme 41, 52
mes 39
mettre 118
mieux 36,153
mine 54
mol 48, 51
mol-méme 52
moindre 36
moins 34,155
mon 39
monter 113,114
months 5,169
more 34
most 34,153
mourir 13
my 39
elf 52
l:rs see ne
Naitre 113
naming words see nouns
nasal vowels 8
nationalities: adjectives 32
ne 139,
ne ... jamais 20, 23,138
ne ... ni... ni 186
ne ... pas 20, 23, 138, 144
ne ... personne 60, 138
ne ... plus 138
ne ... rien 61,138
nécessaire: il est
nécessaire que 128
negatives 21, 23,138
negatives: de after 20
negatives: word order 139
neiger 128
neither ... nor 186
n'est-ce pas 150
nettoyer 80, 101, 108
never 138
no longer 138
no more 138
no one 60, 138
nobody 60, 138
non 140, 150
non plus 139
nos 39
not 138
nothing 60, 138
notre 39
nouns 1,13
nouns: abstract 16

nouns: compounds 11,33
nouns: concrete 16
nouns: endings 2..3; 72859,
nouns: English, used in French 5
nouns: feminine 1,2,3,5,13,
17,19, 22, 44, 45

nouns: masculine 1,2, 3,5,13,
19, 22, 44, 45

nouns: plural 1,9,14,19, 23
nouns: singular 1

nous 43, 47, 49, 51, 69, 85,

89, 91
nous-mémes 52
nouveau 29, 32
nouvel 29
nouvelle 29
numbers 75, 190
object 122, 147
object pronouns 47, 58, 59

object pronouns: word order 86
ceil 11

of 167,175
on 43, 45, 51, 69, 124
on 164
one 43, 69
one another 91
one’s 39
oneself 51,52

orders and instructions 48, 50, 85
orders and instructions:

irregular verbs 87
orders and instructions:

word order 50, 57, 86, 90
other 41
ou 184
oll 146, 184
ou...ou : 186
ou bien ... ou bien 186
oui 144, 184
our 39
ours 54
ourselves 51,52
par 173
paraitre 127
parce que 184
parler 17

participles: past 44, 48,111,
114,119, 120, 123, 171
participles: present 55,125,170

partir 84,113,115, 120, 126
partitive article 12, 22, 56
parts of the body 17, 40, 165
pas 141
passive 45,122
passive: irregular verbs 124

past participles 44, 48, 111,
114, 119, 120, 123, 171

past participles:
irregular verbs 118

payer 80, 101, 108
peler 79,100, 107
pendant (que) 174,187
perfect tense 111, 139, 143,

160, 174

perfect tense: irregular verbs 118
perfect tense: reflexive verbs 117

personal pronouns 42
personne 60, 168
personne de 61
peser 80,101

Main INnpEx 201

petit 20,;23,282;V153
peu 153,156, 158
pire 36, 153
pis 153
plaire 179
pleuvoir 103, 128
pluperfect tense 119, 139
pluperfect tense:
irregular verbs 120
pluperfect tense:
reflexive verbs 120
plural 9,11
plus 34,155
possession 67,167
possessive adjectives 39
possessive pronouns 54
possible: il est possible que 128
pour 174
pourquoi 146
pouvoir 48,102, 118, 132,133
préférer 81,134
premier 32
prendre 118, 132
prepositions 47, 51, 67, 126,
147, 162
prepositions: after adjectives 183
prepositions: after verbs 178
prepositions:
followed by infinitive 137

present participles 55, 125, 170
present participles:
irregular verbs 126
present tense 71, 72, 74, 76,
98, 160, 186
present tense: irregular verbs 82
present tense: reflexive verbs 89
present tense:

spelling changes 78
prices and rates 18, 165
prochain 33
professions 21, 172
pronouns 42, 140
pronouns:

reflexive 89, 96, 102, 109

pronouns: word order 50, 86
pronunciation 7, 10, 14, 19, 28,
30, 39, 57, 78, 79, 80, 85,

100, 107, 144
32

propre

qu’ see que
quand 146, 186
quantities 22,168
que 34, 62, 67, 147, 187
quel 21, 148, 149
quelle 148, 149
quelles 148, 149
quelque chose 60, 168
quelque chose de 61
quelqu’un 60, 168
quelqu’un de 61
quels 148, 149
qu‘est-ce que 148
qu’est-ce qui 148
question words 65, 144, 146
questions 21, 142
questions: indirect 151
qui 62, 67, 147
qui est-ce que/qui 148
quoi 146, 147
rapide 159




202 MaAIN INDEX

-re verbs 76, 85,105,112, 115,
119, 120, 123, 126, 131
reflexive pronouns 89, 96, 102,
109

reflexive pronouns: word order

90
reflexive verbs 88, 124
reflexive verbs: present tense 89
reflexive verbs: conditional 109
reflexive verbs: future tense 102
reflexive verbs:

imperfect tense 96
reflexive verbs:
orders and instructions 90

reflexive verbs: perfect tense 117
reflexive verbs:

pluperfect tense 120
regarder 135
regular verbs 69
régler 81
relative pronouns 62
rester 113,128
rien 60, 168
rien de 61

-5 67
s’ seese, si
sa 39
same 41
sans 16,175
s'asseoir 920
sauf 175
savoir 87,102, 118, 126, 132,

100
school subjects b
se 88, 89, 91
seasons 5, 18p369
se laver 90, 102, 109, 117
sembler 128
se tromper de 181
ses 39
she 43, 51, 69
si 144, 184
singular adjectives 25, 27, 30
singular nouns 1
soi 51
soi-méme 52

some 12,19, 20, 22, 24, 41
somebody 60

someone 45, 60
something 60
son 39
sortir 113,114
sous 175

spelling changes in -er verbs 78,
79, 80, 81, 95, 99, 107
sports 17
stems 69, 72, 74, 76, 93, 94,
98, 105

stressed pronouns
see emphatic pronouns

subject 122,147
subject pronouns 43
subjunctive 129
subjunctive: irregular verbs 132
suggestions 105
superlative adjectives 34, 167
superlative adverbs 155
sur 57; V25
t seete
ta 39

te 47, 49, 89
tenir 84,102,118
tense 69
tenses: future 71,98
tenses: imperfect 92
tenses: perfect 111
tenses: pluperfect 119
tenses: present 71,72, 74, 76, 98
tes 39
than 34,187
that 37, 62, 66, 67
that one/those ones 67
the 12
the one 66
their 39
theirs 54
them 47, 51
themselves 52
there 57,827
these 37, 67
they 43, 45, 51, 69
this 37, 66, 67
this one/these ones 67
those 37, 67
time 45,169, 172
to 163, 168
toi 51
toi-méme 52
tomber 113,115,120
ton 39
tous 61,152
tout 41, 61,152
toute 152
toutes

61,152
tout le monde 51

towns and cities 163, 164, 169

transport 165, 169
trop (de) 159
tu 40, 43, 69, 85
un 19
une 19
un peu 158
us 47, 51

valoir mieux 128, 134
venir 102,113, 118,132,135
venir de 136
verbs 69
verbs: 1, 2, 3, 6 type 79, 80, 96
verbs: active 122
verbs: conditional 105
verbs: endings 69, 72, 74, 76,

93, 94,98, 105, 114

verbs: followed by a 185
verbs:

followed by an infinitive 133
verbs: followed by de 135

verbs: infinitives 48, 65, 72, 74,
76, 88, 105, 111, 129, 130,

131, 137, 140
69

verbs: plural
verbs: prepositions after 135, 137
verbs: regular 69
verbs: singular 69
verbs: stems 69, 72, 74, 76, 93,
94, 98, 105
vieil 29
vieille 29
vieux 29,132
vite 159

voice: in questions 142,144

voici 176
voila 176
voir 102, 118, 135
vos 39
votre 39

vouloir 48, 87,102, 118, 132,
133
vous 40, 43, 47, 49, 51, 69, 85,

89, 91
vous-méme 52
vous-mémes 52
we 43, 45, 51, 69
weather 45
weights and measures 5
what 146, 148
what (a) ...! 21
when 146
where 146
which 62, 63, 149
which one(s) 149
who 62, 147
whom 62, 147
whose 64, 148
why 146
with 171
within 169
will 98

word order: with adverbs 160
word order:

in indirect questions 151
word order: in negatives 139
word order:

in orders and instructions 86
word order:

in questions 143, 144
word order: with adjectives 32
word order: withen andy 57, 59
word order:

with object pronouns 48, 50, 59
word order:

with reflexive pronouns 90
would 108
y 57,159, 85
years 169
yes 144
yeux 11
you 43, 46, 47, 51, 69
your 39
yours 54
yourself 51, 52
yourselves 52




























. PRESENT suaauncnve

e . o e ‘ . ,‘f#cree ‘
il/elle/on  craint ' . el ,cralgne . rée . ldiea *,crée'
_ nous crai s . nous crdignions . N rreions
. v r ‘ . vols craigniez - , ' . yeus creles ,
ils/elles  craignen . craignent 3 : . dgeles ieent
PEARECT . . IWPERFECT ‘  j RFECT . . NPEHFECT
il/elle/on a cra
nous  avc
. vous  ave
~ ls/elles on
CPUTURE
‘}e‘/,,gf . , , . ‘ . ' ‘ ,
, tu craindra ‘ . indrais  créera » .t créerais
;i/elle/on' 1 - l/elle/on craindr - ’ cré ~ ~ ilfellefon créerait
_ nous craindron: . pous craind . - o o ‘nqus;"creenons
vous craindrez . wvous craindriez .  vous : . yous creefier ,
~ lls/elles craind . ls/elles  crai . ils/elles . o ils]ellles\“cre,eralentr;j .
_ IMPERATIVE
~ crains / craignons /a

 PRESENT PARTICIPLE
e

. EXAMPLE PHRASES

. Tu n‘as rien a cramdre You've got nothmg tofear.
. ]e crains le pire. | fear the we ,










__ l/elle/on

 nous
vous d ,
 ils/elles descendent

 IMPERFECT

_je descendais
tu  descendais

 descendrai

| descend







i\/0‘:)‘ ils/elles = they







elles = they







_tu fasses ; ~
b
s fassions
 fassiez .

 FUTURE
o noser
ilfelle/on
_ nous
 vous sere
. ls/elles serc

. weeRarvE . MPERATIVE  PAST PARTICIPLE.
 Geisopmisie . 0 6 ﬂ e e B

| PRESENTPARTICIPLE
Cetant .

. EXAMPLE PHRASES
~ Mon pére'git,prdfe}sseu}:
Il es

,Vérb‘sefa(‘re,j"” .







VERB TABLES

B fuir (to flee)

PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je fuis je fuie
tu fuis tu fuies
il/ellefon  fuit il/elle/on  fuie
nous  fuyons nous fuyions
vous fuyez vous fuyiez
ils/elles  fuient ; ils/elles fuient

PERFECT IMPERFECT

Ioaltul ‘ je fuyais

tu  as fui tu fuyais
il/elle/on a fui il/elle/on fuyait
nous avons fui nous fuyions
vous avez fui vous fuyiez
ils/elles ont fui ils/elles fuyaient

FUTURE CONDITIONAL

je fuirai je fuirais

tu fuiras tu fuirais
il/elle/on fuira il/elle/on fuirait
nous fuirons nous fuirions
vous fuirez vous fuiriez
ils/elles  fuiront ils/elles fuiraient

IMPERATIVE ‘ PAST PARTICIPLE
fuis / fuyons / fuyez fui

PRESENT PARTICIPLE
fuyant

EXAMPLE PHRASES

IIs ont fui leur pays. They fled their country.
Le robinet fuit. The tap is dripping.

‘ jeli’ =| tu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they

felle/on

. nous hg
. vols i
ils/elles

 IMPERFECT




- PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE .

IMPERATIVE
- ;ette / jetons/ jetez “

- PRESENT PARTIC[PLE

- '( E)MMPLE PHRASES

. 'Ne jette pas tes vetements par terre Don’t throw your clothes on th
, fenetre She threw he “chew 9







, VERB TABLES VERB TABLES
» manger (to eat) » maudire (to curse)
PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE PRESENT PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
je mange je mange je maudis je maudisse
tu manges tu manges tu  maudis tu maudisses
il/elle/on mange il/elle/on mange il/elle/on maudit il/elle/on maudisse
nous mangeons nous mangions nous maudissons nous maudissions
vous mangez vous mangiez vous maudissez vous maudissiez
_ ils/elles  mangent ils/elles  mangent ils/elles maudissent ils/elles maudissent
PERFECT IMPERFECT " PERFECT IMPERFECT
i’ ai mangé je mangeais i’ ai maudit je maudissais
tu as mangé tu mangeais tu as maudit tu maudissais
il/elle/on a mangé il/elle/on mangeait il/elle/on a maudit il/ellefon maudissait
nous avons mangé nous mangions nous avons maudit nous maudissions
vous avez mangé vous mangiez vous avez maudit vous maudissiez
ils/elles ont mangé ils/elles mangeaient ils/elles ont maudit ils/elles maudissaient
FUTURE CONDITIONAL FUTURE CONDITIONAL
je mangerai je mangerais je maudirai je maudirais
tu mangeras tu mangerais tu maudiras tu maudirais
il/elle/lon mangera il/elle/on mangerait il/elle/on maudira il/felle/on maudirait
nous mangerons nous mangerions nous maudirons nous maudirions
vous mangerez vous mangeriez vous maudirez vous maudiriez
ils/elles  mangeront ils/elles mangeraient ils/elles  maudiront ils/elles maudiraient
IMPERATIVE PAST PARTICIPLE | IMPERATIVE PAST PARTICIPLE
mange / mangeons / mangez mangé maudis / maudissons / maudissez maudit
PRESENT PARTICIPLE PRESENT PARTICIPLE
mangeant - maudissant
EXAMPLE PHRASES » EXAMPLE PHRASES
Nous ne mangeons pas souvent ensemble. We don't often eat together. lIs maudissent leurs ennemis. They curse their enemies.
Tu as assez mangé? Have you had enough to eat? ~ Ce maudit stylo ne marche pas! This blasted pen doesn’t work!
Je mangerai plus tard. I'll eat later on.
jeli’ =1 tu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elies = they jeli’ =1 tu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they




~ ilfellefon
~_vous mett
ils/elles  met

e FUTURE ‘[

B m
. W mel
ilfellefon
~ nous met
_vous n

|| lisfelles mettront

 IMPERATIVE
mets /. méttons . m:att“ez .
PRESENT PART!CIPLE

metta nt

EXAMPLE PHRASES

. Mets ton manteau! Put your coat
~ Ou est-ce que tu as mis les clés

 Jai mis le livre sur la table. | put t

. Hes est m:se a p!eurer She starte ‘ crylng

~ jeli’ =1 tu=you il = hejit elle on = we/one nous

, lls/elles ‘mc

lMPERFECT

,‘PAST PART!CIPLE




 il/elle/on  mc , . e

~ nous mo . .
0 Yo modez . 0 VO DT
 isfelles mordent ~ ils/elles mordk

- vous mouliez
ils/elles  moulent

nous'ﬁ, VO du ,
_ vous avermiordu
_ ils/elles ont mordu

ilfllefon ' moj ~ ilfellefon
nous mordrons . | nous
vous mordrez . . vous
ils/e‘!les:,mordront oo sjslles
. lMPERATlVE

ords / mordons / mordez moulu

‘ PRESENT PARTIClPLE
. ,mordant .

EXAMPLEPHRASES ‘ . ne ‘ E| . . .
 lechienm'amordue Thedogbitme, . 0 0 ' J'ai moulu du café pour demain matin. I've ground some coff
Il ne apastemordrelHewon’tbr . . . ' . 1' « .

«u'- yuu il = he/ut elle she/tt on—we/one nous = we vous ycu llsleiles they










VERB TABLES

p paraitre (to appear)

PRESENT ‘ PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE

je parais je paraisse
tu parais tu paraisses
il/elle/on parait il/elle/on paraisse
_hous  paraissons nous paraissions
vous paraissez vous paraissiez
ils/elles paraissent ils/elles  paraissent

PERFECT ‘ IMPERFECT

s

i’ aiparu je paraissais
tu as paru tu paraissais
il/elle/on a paru il/ellefon paraissait
nous avons paru nous paraissions
vous avez paru vous paraissiez
ils/elles ont paru ' ils/elles paraissaient

FUTURE ‘ CONDITIONAL
je paraitrai je paraitrais
~ tu paraitras tu paraitrais
il/elle/on paraitra il/elle/on  paraitrait
nous paraitrons nous paraitrions
_ vous paraitrez . vous paraitriez
ils/elles paraitront ‘ ils/elles paraitraient

|MPERATIVE ‘ PAST PARTICIPLE

parais / paraissons / paraissez paru

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

paraissant

EXAMPLE PHRASES

Elle paraissait fatiguée. She seemed tired.

Giséle parait plus jeune que son age. Gisele doesn’t look her age.

Il parait qu'il fait chaud toute I'année la-bas. Apparently it's hot all year round over
there.

jeli’ = tu = you il = he/it elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils/elles = they




~ VERB TABLES

3 partlr (to go;’ to 'I‘ea’\}e)‘ ‘

'PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
o ,
. tu pas
. |I/elle/on ps
- nous pas
I ?paSSiez
~ passent

PRESENT | 2o iniodg ‘PRESENTSUBJUNCTIVE,*

o .
 tu pars . 8 partes
i/ellelon part . lfellefon parte
 nous partons . __nous partions
vous partez . vous partiez
is/elles. partemt.. . ils/elles ;part‘en‘t .

PERFECT . IMPeRRECT

It suspatitey . ... e parta:s
W espattite) .. W pdfgls
iifellefon estpartife) ~ il/ellefon partait

nous sommes partt(e)s . nous partions
vous &tes parti(e)(s) ~ vous partiez
ils/elles sont parti(e)s . " lls/elles ‘parta:ent

RUTURE . CONDITIDNAL e REITURE o ‘y'kf»‘~VCONDITIONAL
‘ ' e . je passerais |
o

, pas
nslelles

je partlral . ]e partlrals -
W opartias « tu partirais .
ijelle/on partita @ . ~ il/elle/on “partlralt 4 ; . ’;l/elt’e/’onl ‘ -
| bois patdrons ) o nous partirions = A passerons. .. nan passenons .
__vous parti,ez . VOUS partiriez vous passerez . vous passeriez
ils/el!es partlront . . ils/elles ;:partrraient . ‘ €l ‘wpasseront . . lls/elles passe t

PAEI' PARTICIPLE
. passe ‘

}MPERATIVE . DpASTPARTICIPLE
pars/ partons/ partez ; ' o patth
PRESENT PARTICIPLE ‘

_ partant

EXAMPLE PHRASES
nt passe Months passed.

On part en vacances le 15 aoilt We re going on holiday on 15 August . ] i i etokheexaminline. ,
Ne partez pas sans moil Don't leave without me! . ‘ . . ?j,ms,‘;’}’ ;Z’;"\fgggnf;gs’ chez mes grands-parents. ll'( g to spend the holidays
 Elle est partie tot ce matin. She left early thlS mormng o : randparents’ house. ‘ .
‘ . . i : ; bonjour. She came b%/ to y I
Memque The stmy ta ir

 jefi =1 tu=you il = hefit elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we ‘vmisi‘é you ils/elles = they
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VERB TABLES

» tralre (to mrlk)

PRESENT . . . . PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE
e s ... .. e lraie
W tras , . tu traies
dlellefon trait o0 0 dlfellejon frale
nous trayons o . Aolis & ayaons
vous ftrayez = . oS Hyier
ils/elles traient .  lisfelles traient

PERFECT = 1 . IMPERFE;:C&T‘

oditmibe 0 je trayais
t astmit ~ . tu i
il/elle/on a trait . _il/elle/on
nous avons trait = . ~ nous fr
vous avez trait . vous trayiez
ls/elles  ont trait . spelles trayaient
FUTURE . _ CONDITIONAL
je ftrairai . je trairais
fu trairas | . tu trairais
il/felle/on traira . il/elle/on trairait
nous frafrons. . nous trairions
vous trairez . ; , vous trairiez
ils/elles trairont o _ ils/elles trairaient

IMPERATIVE , PAST PARTICIPLE
trais / trayons / trayez ‘

PRESENT PARTICIPLE

trayant

EXAMPLE PHRASES

A la ferme, on a apprls & traire les vaches ‘We Iearnt to milk cows on the farm.
Elle trait les vaches a six heures du matfn She milks the cows at 6 am..

jeli’ =1 tu = you il = hefit elle = she/it on = we/one nous = we vous = you ils{ellés = they
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__amputer
_amuser

_ animer

. anneter

_anoblir
anticiper

. apatser

_ apparaitre

appareiller

. apparenter

. apparier

apb!audlr

‘ apphquer

__ apporter
apprécier

__apprendre

‘approcher .
approfondir 3

_approprier

 apprower
_appuyer
_arc-bouter

‘ argenter
arguer

_ armer

~ arpenter

__arracher
_arranger
arréter

. assassmer

.

boucler
‘bouder
bouffer

captiver

) | capturer

caser
Casser
cataloguer
catapulter
causer
céder
ceindre

célebrer

celer
censurer
cercler

cesser

chagriner
chahuter

chamailler

chanceler
changer
chanter

chantonner

charger
charmer
chamer

chatounller
chauﬁer ,

coincer
coincider

 collaborer
29 | collectionner

1 | colorer
. colorier
| combattre
) | combler
commander
 commémorer
commencer
| commettre
communier
| communiquer
_comparaitre
| comparer

compenser

| complaire
compléter
complimenter

compliquer
comporter

| composer

composter
comprendre

campromettrej

compter
concéder
concentrer

concerner

concevoir
concilier
conclure
concourir

concurrencer

condamner
condenser

condescendre!

conduire
conférer

 confier
confire?
| confirmer

confisquer
confondre

| conforter
__congédier
| congeler

connaitre
conquérir

_consacrer

_conseiller
consentir

_ considérer

| consister
. consoler

) | consolider
__consommer

conspirer
constater
consterner

 constituer

construire

_ consulter

contacter

contaminer
contempler

contenir
contenter

_conter
3 | contester =
5 | continuer

contraindre

| contrarier
contraster

contredire

_contrefaire
6 | contrevenir'
8 | contribuer

| controler

| convaincre

. convenirl
) | convertir

convier

| convoquer

coopérer

_copier

correspondre

 corriger

corrompre

_corroyer
| | cOtoyer

coucher

coudre

couler
couper
courber
courir

~ colter

couvrir
cracher
craindre
craquer

| créer

crever
| cribler

.

| crier
| critiquer

crocheter

croire
_ croiser

croitre
crouler

| croupir

crucifier
cueillir
cuire
culbuter
cultiver

_cumuler
 curer
 daigner
_damner

danser
dater

'debarquer
debarrasser
7 | débattre

| débaucher

débiliter
débiter
déblatérer

0 débloquer

déboiter
déborder
déboucher

 débourser
_déboutonner

débrailler (se)
débrancher
débrayer
débrouiller
débuter
décaler

_ décanter

décaper
décapoter
décéder?
déCeler .
décélérer

décentralis
| decorner

décevoir

| déchainer
| décharger




VERB INDEX

déchiffrer 29 | dégeler
déchiqueter 42 | dégénérer
déchirer 29 | dégonfler
décider 29 | degourdir
décimer 29 | dégolter
déclamer 29 | dégrader
déclarer 29 | dégringoler
déclasser 29 | dégriser
déclencher 29 | déguerpir
décliner 29 | deguiser
décoder 29 | déguster
décolérer 35 | déjeter
décoller 29 | déjeuner
décommander 29 | déjouer
déconcerter 29 | délaisser
déconseiller 29 | délayer
décontracter 29 | déleguer
décorer 29 | délibérer
découdre 16 | délier
_ découler 29 | délirer
découper 29 | délivrer
_ décourager 46 | déloger
_ découvrir 56 | demander
_ décréter 35 | démanteler
décrier 20 | démarquer
décrire 31 | démarrer
decrocher 29 | déméler
décroitre!? 22 | déménager
dédaigner 29 | démener (se)
dedicacer 13 | démentir
dédier 20 | démettre
dédire 28 | demeurer!!
dédommager 46 | démissionner
dédouaner 29 | démolir
dédoubler 29 | démonter
déduire 24 | démontrer
defaire 37 | démultiplier
défalquer 29 | démunir
_ défavoriser 29 | dénaturer
défendre 89 | dénier
deéférer 35 | denigrer
déficeler 5 | déniveler
_ défier 20 | dénombrer
défigurer 29 | dénoncer
défiler 29 | dénouer
définir 39 | dépanner
défoncer 13 | dépaqueter
déformer 29 | départager
défraichir 39 | deépartir (se)
dégager 46 | dépasser
dégainer 29 | dépayser
dégauchir 39 | dépecer
dégazonner 29 | dépécher

dépeindre
dépendre
dépenser
dépérir
dépister
déplacer
déplaire
déplier
déployer
dépolir
déposer
dépouiller
dépoussiérer
déprécier
déprendre

| déprimer

déraciner

_ déranger

déraper
dérégler
déroger
dérouler
dérouter
désaccoutumer
désagréger
désaltérer
désamorcer
désapprendre
désapprouver
désassortir
désavantager
désavouer
descendre*

| désemparer

désennuyer
désensibiliser
désentraver
déséquilibrer
déserter
désespérer
déshabiller
déshabituer
déshériter
désigner
désinfecter
désintégrer
désintéresser
désintoxiquer
désirer ‘
désister (se)
désobéir
désoler
désorganiser

désorienter
dessaisir
dessécher
desserrer
dessiner
destiner
destituer
désunir
détacher
détailler
détecter

~ déteindre

dételer

détendre

détenir
détériorer

| déterminer
détester

détordre
détourner
détraquer

_détromper

détruire

| dévaler

devancer
développer
devenir
déverser
dévetir
dévier
deviner
dévisser
dévoiler
devoir
dévorer
dévouer
dicter
différer
diffuser
digérer
diluer

_diminuer

diner

dire
diriger
disconvenir
discourir
discriminer
discuter
disjoindre
disparaitre
dispenser
disperser

disposer
disputer
dissocier
dissoudre
distendre
distinguer
distordre
distraire
distribuer
diversifier
diviser

12

divorcer

donner
dormir
doubler

_douter

dresser
durcir
durer

ébahir (s)
ébattre (s)
_ébaucher
_éblouir
ébranler
 écarteler
_ écarter
. échanger
_échapper
_échauder
_ échauffer
_ échelonner
_ échouer
_ éclabousser
 éclaircir
_ éclairer
_ éclater
~ éclipser
~ écoeurer
~ éconduire
. économiser
. écorcher
~ écouler
_ écouter
 écraser
 écrémer
 écrier (s)
_ écrire
_ écrouler (s")
_ édifier
. éditer
~ éduquer
_ effacer
 effarer

effaroucher 29
effectuer 29
effeuiller 29
effondrer 29
efforcer (s') 13
effrayer 60
€galer 29
égarer 29
égayer 60
égorger 46
élaborer 29
élancer (s') 13
élargir 39
électrifier 20
élever 44
éliminer 29
| élire 45
éloigner 29
éluder 29
émanciper 29
émaner 29
embarrasser 29
embaucher 29
embellir 39
emboiter 9
embourgeoiser (s') 29
. embrasser 29
émerger 46
émettre 48
émigrer 29
emmeénager 46
emmener 44
émouvoir 32
emparer (s') 29
empécher 29
empiéter 35
empirer 29
emplir 39
employer 54
empoisonner 29
emporter 29
emprisonner 29
emprunter 29
encadrer 29
encaisser 29
enchainer 29
enchanter 29
encombrer 29
encourager 46
encourir 17
endetter 29
endoctriner 29
endommager 46

endormir (s')
enduire
endurcir
énerver
enfanter
enfermer
enfiler
enflammer
enfler

| enfoncer

enfouir
enfreindre
enfuir (s')
engager
engloutir
engourdir
engraisser
engueuler
enivrer
enjoliver
enlacer
enlever

_enneiger
ennuyer

énoncer ‘
enqueérir (s)
enquéter
enraciner
enrager
enregistrer
enrichir
enrouler
enseigner
ensevelir
ensuivre (s’)3
entamer
entasser
entendre
enterrer
enthousiasmer
entourer
entrainer
entraver
entrelacer
entremettre (s')
entreprendre
entrer*®
entretenir
entrevoir
énumérer
envahir
envelopper
envisager
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| envoler (s')

envoyer
épandre
épanouir
épargner
éparpiller
épater
épeler
éplucher
éponger
épouser
épouvanter
épreindre
éprendre (s)
éprouver

| épuiser

équilibrer
équiper

| équivaloir

esclaffer (s)
escorter

espérer
_ esquisser
‘esquiver

essayer
essorer
essouffler
essuyer
estimer
estropier
établir

étaler

étayer
éteindre
étendre
éternuer
étiqueter
étirer
étoffer
étonner
étouffer
étourdir
étrangler
étre
étreindre
étudier
évader (s))
évaluer
évanouir (s)
évaporer
éveiller
éventer
évertuer (s')
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noter | partir . pomper 9 | protester ; réaliser | réfuter retourner*
nouer parvenir 00 | ponctuer prouver 29 rebattre | regagner . renommer retrancher 9
_ nourrir passer* = 59| pondre provenir 90 rebondir regaillardir . renoncer retransmettre 48
noyer | passionner 29 | porter publier 20 rebuter regarder renouer rétrécr | 39
| nuire® 0 24| patienter 29 | poser punir 39 receler régénérer  renouveler | retrousser 29
i ‘num,é’rotér, | patr | posséder purifier 20 recenser regir rénover | retrouver 29
[ ober | pauser  poster qualifier 20 recevoir B | régler renseigner réunir 39
| objecter | paver poudroyer | quereller 29 réchapper | régner _rentrer* réussir 7
| obliger | pavoiser | pourfendre | questionner 29 réchauffer regretter ‘ renverser revaloir 88
oblitérer  payer pourrir quéter 79 rechercher | regrouper renvoyer réveiller 29
obscurcir  pécher poursuivre quitter 29 réciter 9 | réhabiliter réorganiser révéler 35
obséder pécher pousser _rabattre 10 réclamer | réhabituer répandre revendiquer 29
_observer | peigner pnuvbirw:, raccommoder 29 . récolter | rehausser reparaitre revendre 89
_ obstiner (s) peindre  pratiquer | raccompagner 29  recommander réimprimer réparer revenir 74
. obtenie peler précéder  raccorder 2 . recommencer _réintégrer repartir | réver 29
occuper pencher précher raccourcir 39 . récompenser ' rejaillir . répartir révérer 5
octroyer 4 | pendre préciser 9 | raccrocher 29  réconcilier rejeter 2 | repeindre revetir 91
_ offenser | pénétrer prédire | racheter 2 . reconduire rejoindre rependre réviser 29
_ offrir | penser préférer racler 29  réconforter | réjouir repentir (se)  revivre 92
_ omettre | percer préjuger racoler 29 . reconnaitre relacher | reperdre revoir 23
_opérer _percevoir prélever L | raconter 29 . reconqueérir relancer repéter | révolter 29
opposer perdre préméditer raffermir 39 _ reconstruire reléguer répondre rhabiller 29
opprimer  perfectionner 29 | prendre | raffiner 29 ~reconvertir relever repousser ridiculiser | 29
ordonner | perforer préparer rafler 29 _recopier relier reprendre rigoler 3
_ organiser | perir ‘  prescrire rafraichir 39 .~ recoudre 5 | reliee représenter rire 7
omer permettre | présenter | ragaillardir 39 ecourir | reluire?? reproduire | risquer 29
_ orthographier | persecuter | préserver raidir = recouvrir remanier répudier  rivaliser 29
oscller . | perséverer | présider railler 29 fécréer remarier requérir _rogner 29
g persister pressentir raisonner 29 récrier (se) remarquer [Eserver rompre 76
_ ofer 9 | persuader présumer rajeunir 39 récrire rembourser résider ronfler 29
_ oublier | pervertir _ prétendre rajouter 29 rectifier remédier résigner ronger 46
outrager . peser préter | rajuster 29 recueillir remercier résilier otir 39
ouvrir  pétrifier | prévaloir?® ralentir 39 recuire remettre résister rougir 39
_ oxyder ) | pétrir . prévenir! | rallier 20 reculer remmener résonner rouler .9
pacifier | peupler ‘ prévoir?!  rallonger 46 _récupérer remonter* résoudre rouspéter 35
 palir _photographier prier rallumer . 29 recycler remontrer _ respirer rouvrir . 96
. palper picoter _ priver | ramasser 29 redescendre _remordre resplendir ruiner 9
| palpiter piéger privilégier  ramener 44 rédiger remorquer ressaisir saccager 46
| pinser _piétiner  procéder ramollir - 39 redire remoudre | ressembler saisir 39
’ _ parachever ‘ pincer _ proclamer _ ranimer 29 redoubler remplacer ressemeler salir 39
| parachuter . | placer procréer rappeler 5 redouter remplir ressentir saluer .
‘ __ paraitre plaider _ produire _rapporter 29 _ redresser remployer ressortir sanctiier 20
L paralyser  plaindre profiter 9 | rapprocher 29 ~ réduire remporter rester | sangloter 29
‘  parcourir plaire , | progresser raser 29 | rehaie remuer restreindre satisfaire 37
| ~ pardonner plaisanter 29 | projeter rassembler 2z . réferer (renaitre“ résulter sauter 29
‘ ~ parer. ‘, _ planifier prolonger rasséréner 35 . refermer renchérir résumer _sauvegarder 29
_ parfondre | plaquer promener | rassurer 29 . réfléchir rencontrer resurgir sauver 29
_ parfumer | pleurer ) | promettre rater o  refléter | rendormir rétablir _savoir 77
. parier ) | pleuvoir promouvoir?? | rationaliser 29 __ refondre _rendre retaper scier 20
. patler | plier prononcer | rattraper 79 _ réformer renfermer retarder scinder 29
| parquer _plonger | proposer - ravir. 39 | refroidir renfler | retenir  scintiller 29
3 _ partager _polir proscrire | | ravitailler 29 _ réfugier (se) renforcer retirer | SEcher 35
| participer | polluer ) | protéger | réagir 39 . refuser 9 | renier retomber secouer 29

renifler




 VERB INDEX

ns ‘O‘f the present,

je prévmral, etc condmonal ;e prévoirais, etc.

' Used only i in the mﬁnmve present and past partlmples, and compound
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