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Having only nibbled at the edges of 
X10 applications for over 25 years, 
I would have called this book The 

X10 Bible. For that is what it is. Its 376 
pages, including a very complete index, 
take the reader through a clear explana-
tion of how this simple yet ubiquitous 
automation control system operates 
and into more projects and applications 
than I could have dreamed of. Admit-
tedly my dreams rarely concern them-
selves with home automation projects.

Meyer is an avowed hacker, who 
explains that this is a complimentary 
term applied to one who creatively ap-
plies his know-how to find a clever way 
to get a job done. To overcome the nega-
tive bias against the term hacker, due to 
its misuse by the media to specifically 
tag cyber pranksters and criminals, 
the publisher is issuing several books 
with the term hacks in the title, in place 
of terms such as tricks, shortcuts, or 
projects.

Meyer is also a humanist, as evi-
denced by his reminders that many of 
the hacks in this bookwhich will de-
light the hackermay confuse or frus-
trate others who share his or her living 

space. He is also not the caricatured an-
tisocial kind of hacker, having worked 
as a professional magician before find-
ing his bliss in designing systems for 
writing and presenting on-screen in-
struction manuals and help systems. He 
also keeps in touch with many others 
working in home automation, as evi-
denced by information on nearly 30 of 
them whom he credits as contributors.

The basic X10 system came into 
being about 1978 and hasn’t changed 
much since then, nor has it needed to. It 
uses the in-house power lines to carry 
instructions from one module to anoth-
er in short, low-power 120kHz bursts. 
These are timed to go out coincident 
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