
The special focus of this issue of au-
dioXpress is one more symptom of the 
hardihood of both the vacuum tube 
and analog reproduction of sound. It 
is not a covert attempt to revive one 
of our most popular and yearned for 
titles. However, in thinking over sev-
eral trends we noticed in late 2003, we 
decided to offer a collection of tube-
related articles to the significant pop-
ulation among aX readers who love 
vacuum tube technology.

Since the beginning of this year we 
have also observed some other straws 
in the audio world which seem sig-
nificant. Watching other US audio pe-
riodicals, it is surprising how much 
attention is being given to reviews of 
tube equipment. Hi-Fi News in Brit-
ain often features new vacuum tube 
gear on its cover. The French maga-
zine Revue du son et du Home Cinema 
(whose distinguished editor’s essay is 
included in this issue) regularly not 
only reviews vacuum tube devices, but 
its reviews seem to give higher marks 
in the “dynamics” category to such 
equipment, in contrast to transistor-
ized products.

In any case, vacuum tube audio tech-
nology is not only alive and well, but 
advancing with newly realized and re-
vived tubes appearing from time to 
time. Tube enthusiasts also continue 
to unearth earlier circuit designs and 
ideas, especially in exploring single-
ended power amplifiers. This reexami-
nation of amplification topology his-
tory asks pertinent questions about the 
validity of the pentode in quality terms 
and in comparison to the older triode. 
Beyond that, keen questions about the 
disadvantages of push-pull topologies 
are being posed.

Engineers, on the whole, however, 
think we are well rid of vacuum tubes 
as an antiquated and trouble-ridden 
stage in the development of audio. The 
most recent issue of Elektor (the UK 
version, March 2005) features a “de-
bate” about the virtues of Valves vs. 
Transistors. One of their most distin-
guished staff engineers, Ton Giesberts, 
says, “They’re simply no good.” One of 
his many excellent transistor designs 
appears in the same issue, which also 
features an amp by Giesberts as well 
as one from China designed by Gerhard 
Haas.

The articles appearing in aX are al-
most always volunteered by authors, re-
flecting their interests. Rarely does the 
editor assign a topic to an author. Tube 
articles submitted are more numerous, 
by a small margin, than solid-state or 
speaker types. Some articles are hy-
brids. Our article inventory began to 
show a surplus of vacuum tube articles 
in early 2003, which was part of the im-
petus for presenting these tube related 
articles.

As always we welcome your feed-
back, positive or negative. We also ap-
preciate very much the support by ad-
vertisers for this special effort.

Please note that later this year we 
will be publishing the World Tube Di-
rectory, listing the companies and their 
applications related to the vacuum tube 
market. With the resurgence of interest 
in tube products and services, this 2006 
edition promises to be bigger and bet-
ter than our previous efforts. We look 
forward to working with tube manu-
facturers, distributors, and wholesal-
ers who have provided us with the in-
formation to make these compilations 
possible.E.T.D.
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I always go to the Jameco catalog first. It’s really a no-brainer.

Because Jameco guarantees me the lowest prices. In fact, if I

were to find one of their parts priced lower in another print

catalog, Jameco would beat that price by 10%. Right down

to their cost! 

So I buy everything I possibly can from Jameco. And we’re

saving a small fortune! Because Jameco

carries lots of the parts we use.

And that’s not all...

Fast shipping. Super service. Over

99% of Jameco products are always in

stock. So I can count on same-day shipping whenever I need it.

And they’re always right there to help me—24/7. Whether it’s

to get a datasheet or place an order. They’re good people.

Sure, I still buy from the thick-catalog guys as well. But Jameco’s

my number-one favorite. Try them and you’ll see why...

Great  Products .  Awesome Pr ices .
You’ l l  be  Smi l ing Too!

To get  your own Jameco catalog:
www.Jameco.com/ax2

1-800-831-4242

C h e c k  o u t  t h a t  J a m e c o  S m i l e!  

“ Jameco’s saving me
15% and more on
lots of our parts...

And the boss just
thinks I’m a genius!”
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